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DEDICATION. 





t= TQ ROBERT STEWART, 

<A commonly called 

THE MARQUESS OF LONDONDERRY. 

Sir, 

It appears to me that if, unhappily, your Counsels are 
allowed much longer to prevail in the Brunswick Cabinet, 
they will bring on a Crisis, in which the King may be 
dethroned or the People enslaved. Experience has shown 
that the People will not be enslaved — the mlternative is the 
affair of your Employers. 

3 Feb. 1821. THE AUTHOR 

Of " The Political House that Jack Builtr 
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EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

Thb " Spirit of Despotism" was privately printed at London in 1795,* • 
during the war against France, in a duodecimo volume of 360 pages^ 
without the name of either printer or bookseller, and so effectually 
SUPPRESSED, that there are only two copies of it, besides my own, 
in existence. 

While the book takes a luminousi view of the causes and consequences 
of Despotic Power, its enthusiastic and glowing love of Liberty is 
unexcelled by any work written since. For clearness, richness, and 
beauty of style, it is superior to eveiy production of the press witUh 
the same period. All that the Author touches, he turns into Gold. I 
regret to say, that, most probably, I shall never be at liberty to mention 
his name. 

Naturally desirous that such a work should be perused by all England, 
I reprinted it verbatiniy without note or comment, from my own copy, 
in February last ; and (although containing as much in quantity as a 
volume of Gibbon^s History of Rome) published it for eighteenpence. 
The only addition was giving Lord Castlereagh the honour of the De- 
dication above, and putting the Design on the Title, to denote that, as 
the fawning spaniel licks the scourge, so a free man Mtfio crouches to 
the oppressor, becomes a slave, and a worshipper of the lash. 

It is now printed* on larger and lifctter paper, to gratify a desire, fre- 
quently express^, for a more bgndsome Edition. The small paper 
Edition will be continued on sale as usual. 

2iid April, 1821. 
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The heart is deceitful above all things ; who can know it ? 
As far as I know my own, it feels an anxious desire to serve 
my fellow-creatures, during the short period of my con- 
tinuance among them, by stopping the effusion of human 
blood, by diminishing or softening the miseries which man 
creates for himself, by promoting peace, and by endeavouring 

to secure and extend civil liberty. 

ft 

I attribute war, and most of the artificial evils of life, to 
the Spirit of Despotism^ a rank poisonous weed, which grows 
and flourishes even in the soil of liberty, when overrun with 
corruption. I have attempted to eradicate it, that the sa- 
lutary and pleasant plants may have room to strike root and 
, expand their foliage. 

There is one circumstance which induces me to think that, 
in this instance, my heart does not deceive me. I am certain, 
that in attempting to promote the general happiness of man, 
without servmg any party or paying court to any individual, 
I am not studying my own interest. On the contrary, I am 
well aware that my very subject must give offence to those 
who are possessed of power and patronage. I have no per- 
sonal enmities, and therefore am truly concerned that I could 
not treat the Spirit of Despotism, without advancing opinions 
that must displease the nominal great. I certainly nacrifice 
all view of personal advantage to what appears to me the 
public good ; and flatter myself that this alone evinces the 
purity of my motive. 

Men of feeling and good minds, whose hearts, as the phrase 
is, lie in the right place, will, \ think, agree with me in most 
points ; especially when a little time, and the events now 
taking place, shall have dissipated the mist of passion and 
prejudice. Hard-hearted, proud worldlings, vrho love them- 
selves only, and know no good but money and pageantry, will 
scarcely agree with me in any. They will be angry ; but, 
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consistently with their general haughtiness, affec% contempt 
to hide their choler. 

I pretend not to aspire at the honour of martyrdom : yet 
some inconveniencies I am ready to bear patiently, in pro- 
moting a cause which deeply concerns tne whole of the 
present race, and ages yet unborn. I am ready to bear pa- 
tiently the proud man's contumely, the insult of rude igno- 
rance, the sarcasm of malice, the hired censure of the syco- 
phantic critic, (whose preferment depends on the prostitution 
both of knowledge and conscience,) and the virulence of the 
venal newspaper. It would be a disgrace to an honest man 
not to incur tne abuse of those who have sold their integrity 
and abilities to the enemies of their country and the human 
race. Strike, but hear, said a noble ancient. Truth will ulti- 
mately prevail, even though he who uttered it should be 
^ destroyed. Columbus was despised, rejected, persecuted ; 
but America was discovered. Men very inconsiderable in the 
eye of pride, have had the honour to discover, divulge, and 
disseminate doctrines that have promoted the liberty and 
happiness of the human race. All that was rich and great, 
in the common acceptation of that epithet, combined against 
Luther ; yet when pontiffs, kings, and lords, had displayed 
an impotent rage, and sunk into that oblivion which their 
personal insignificance naturally led to, Luther prevailed, 
and his glory is immortal. He broke the chain of superstition, 
and weaKened the bonds of despotism. 

I have frequently, and from the first commencement of our 
present unfortunate and disgraceful hostilities, lifted up my 
voice — a feeble one indeed — against war, that great promoter 
of despotism; and while I have liberty to write, I will write 
for liberty. I plead weakly, indeed, but sincerely, the cause 
of mankind; and on them, under God, I rely for protection 
against that merciless Spirit which I attempt to explode. 
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SxcnoN I. — ^Introductort. 

MAN in a state of sixnplidQry unoor- 
. nipted by the infiueDce of bad 
^diicaticm, bad examples, and bad ^vern- 
menty possesses a taste for all that is good 
4uid beautUul. He is capably of a degree 
of moral and intellectual improvement, 
vhich advances his nature to a {participa- 
tion with the divine. The world, in all its 
magnificence, appears to him one vast 
theatre, richly adorned and illuminated, 
into which he is freely admitted, to enjoy 
the glorious spectacle. Acknowledging no 
natural superior but the great Architect of 
the whole fabric, he partakes the delight 
with conscious dignity, and glows with 
gratitude. Pleased with himself and all 
around him, his heart dilates with bnievo- 
lence, as well as piety; and he finds hb 
joys augmented bir communication. His 
^untenance cheerful, his mien erect, he 
rejoices in existence. life is a continual 
feast to him, highly seasoned by virtue, by 
liberty, by mutual affection. God formed 
liim to be happy, and be becomes so, thus 
fortunately unmolested by false policy and 
oppression. Religion, reason, nature, are 
Jus guides throuen the whole of his exist- 
ence, and the whole is happy. Virtuous 
INDEPEVDEMCE, the sun which irradiates 
the morning of his day, and vtrarms its noon, 
itinges the serene evenine with every beauti- 
iul variety of colour, and on the pillow of 
religious hope be sinks to repose in the 
bosom of Providence. 

But where is man to be found, thus 
noble, thus innocent^ thus happy ? Not, in- 
deed, in so many parts of the terraqueous 
eobe as he ought to be ; but still he is to 
\ found wherever the rights of nature and 
ihe virtties of simplicity are not violated or 
l>auiihed by the false refinements, the base 
artifices of corrupted government. 

Unhappily for man, society has been 
almost universally corrupted, even by the 
arts intended for its improvement; and 
human nature is gradusuly depraved in 
its very progress to civilization. Meta- 
mon^osed by the tampering of unskilful 
or oishonest politicians, and the ciaft of 
interested priests, co-operating wiUi poli- 
ticians^ MAN at present appears» in manv 
countries, a dimmutive ana distorted anir 
mal^ compared with what he was in hus 
prnnaeval state. He is become the dwarf iffid 



the cripple of courts and cities, instead of 
the well formed, beautifiil creatuie, who 
once bounded, in the gloiy of h^ildi and 
strength, over the forest and the mountain, 

flowinjg with the warmth of virtue, and 
reathing th6 spirit of independence. 
Various are the causes which contribute 
to the factitious depravity of man. Defec- 
tive and erroneous education corrupts him; 
the prevalent examples of a d^;enerate 
community corrupt nim; but bad fovem^ 
mmt corrupts him more than alfedier 
causes combined. The grand adversary of ^ 
human virtue and happiness is Despotism. *^ 
Look over the surface of the whole earth, 
and behold Man, the ^Iot^ and deputed 
lord of the creation, withering under the 
influence of despotism, like the plant of 
temperate climes scorched by the suit of a 
tomd zone. The leaf is sickly, the blossom 
dares not expand its beauty, and no fhiit 
arrives at its just size and maturity. 

Turkey, Italy, £gypt! how changed 
from what ve were when inhabited by 
ancient Greeks, Romans, ^Egyptians ! Na^ 
ture, indeed, still smiles upon them with 
unaltered favour. The blue mantle of the 
skies is still spread over them in all its 
luminous magnificence. There is no reason 
to suppose the earth less fertile. The com 
laughs in the valleys. The tree aspires to 
Heaven with all its original verdure and 
majesty. But man decays; withered, 
shrunk, enervated; a form without spirit, 
an animal less happy than the beasts or the 
field, and more igooble, inasmudi as de« 
generacy is baser than native, original, 
created inferiority. Fallen with the co- 
lumnar ruins of better times, over which, 
in these countries, he often tramples, man 
himself appears little better thui a ruin, 
displaying all the deformity of the moulder* 
ing pile, with scarcely any vestige of ita 
former magnificence. It would equally 
contradict philosophy and experience to 
attribute this moral deeeneracy to the decay 
of nature's vigour. There is no reason to 
conclude that the natural &culties of me«i 
who inhabit countries once free, but now 
enslaved, are produced in a state of lesa 
perfection at thb hour, than in the days of 
tiieir illustrious forefathers. Anatomy dis- 
covers no defect in the fibres of the heart 
or the brain; yet the degeneracy remains 
uncontested. In truth, GonemmeiU baa 
oounteracted the beneficence of oatuim 
B 
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The MEN are fallen; while the human 
figuresy with their internal and external 
organization, continue similar, or the same. 
They are inactive and pusillanimous. They 
aspire at no extraoroinarv excellence or 
acnievements ; but crouch beneath their 
despot, glad of the poor privilege allowed 
them by a fellow creature, as weak and 
more wicked than themselves, to eat, drink, 
«leep, and die. Any pre-eminent degree 
of merit amotig diem would render the 
'distibguished possessor of it fatally illus- 
trious, the certain object of a tyrant's 
vengeance ; and they find their best secu*- 
rity jn their want of virtue. By a vohmtary 
submission to contempt, they retain and 
transmit the privilege of breathing, and 
^build the bulwark of their safety on their 
personal insignificance. 

Fear must of necessity become the pre- 
domhiant, passion in all countries subject 
to the uncontrolled dominion of an indi- 
vidual and his ministers; but fear chills 
the blood, and freezes the faculties. Under 
its icy influence there can arise no generous 
emuktion, no darmg spirit of adhrenture. 
Enterprise is considered as dangerous, not 
tterely from the general casualty of all 
human affairs, but because it excites notice, 
and alarms the jealousy of selfish power; 
Under a despotic government, to steal 
dirough life unobserved, to creep, with 
timid caution, through the vale of ob- 
scurity, is the first wisdom; and to be 
suffered to die iri old age, without the 
prison, the chain, the dagger, or the poi- 
soned bowl^ the highest pitch of human 
felicity. 

lONOHANCB of the grossest kind, ignorance 
of man's nature and rights, ignorance of 
all that tends to make and keep us happy, 
disgraced and renders wretched more than 
half the earth, at this moment, in couse- 

?uence of its subiujgation to despotic power, 
^orance, robea m imperial purple, with 
pride and cruelty by her side, sways an 
iron sceptre over more than one hemisphere. 
In the finest and largest regions of this 
planet, which we inhabit, are no liberal 
fursuits and professions, no contemplative 
delights, notiiin^ of that pure, intellectual 
^employment which raises man from the 
mire of sensuality and sordid care, to a 
^gree of excellence and dignity, which we 
conceive to be angelic and celestial. With- 
'Out knowlege of the means of obtaining 
4t, without exercise oi* excitements, tiie 
^ind falls into a state of intotine imbecility 
*nd dotage; or acquires a low cunning. 
Intent only on selfish and mean pursuits, 
such as is visible in the more ignoble of 
the irrational creatures, in foxes, apes, and 
'monkeys. Amon§ nations so corrupted, 
*tiie utmost effort of genius is a court in- 
•trigu^ OP a ministerial cabal. 
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A (degradation of the understanding, like 
this, is usually accompanied with depravity 
of heart. From an inability to find plea- 
sure and honourable employment in the 
energies of thought,, in noble and virtuous 
action, in refined conversation, in arts, in 
commerce, in learning, arises a mischievous 
activity in trifles, a perversion of nature, a 
wantonness of wickedness, productive of 
flagitious habits, which render the partaker 
of reason the most despicable and detest- 
able«animal in the whole circle of exis&^ee. 
Thus sunk under the pressure of d^spoti^ra, 
who oan recognize, notwithstanding thfc 
human shape they bear, the lineal de> 
scendaifts of iBgyptian, Grecian, Roman 
worthies, the glory of their times, the 
luminaries of their own country and the 
world, the instructors and benefactors of 
human nature? Thus the image of the 
Deity, stamped on man at his creation, is 
defiled or utterly effaced by government^ 
instituted and exercised by man over his 
fellow-man ; and his kindred to Heaven is 
known no more by the divine resemblance. 
A bad government is therefore th\B curse of "< 
the earth, the scourge of man, the grand 
obstacle to the divine will, the most copious 
source of all moral evil, and, for that reason, 
of all misery : but of bad governments, 
none are comparable, in their mischievous 
effects, to the despotic. 

But if despotism in its extreme produces 
consequences thus malignant, reason wiU 
infer, and experience will justify the in^ 
ference, that all thie subordinate de^ees of 
despotism are proportionally destructive"'. 
However it may be aisgnised by forms, it is 
ever seeking its own mcrease and aggratf- 
dizement, 1^ openly crushing, or secretlv 
undermining, tne fiibric of liberty : it is 
ever encroaching on the privileges and en- 
joyments of those who are subjected to it; 
greedily, thot^h foolishly, wishing to engross 
every good of every kind in this sublunary 
state, except the gobd of virtue. 

Power, though limited by written laws, 
in the hands of mortal men, poorly edu- 
cated, and surrounded by sycophants and 
flatterers, who wish, by partaking the 
power, to partake also of its profits and 
distinctions, and thus gfatify at once their 
pride and avarice, is uways endeavouring 
to extend itself beyond the limitations; 
and requires to be watched with the most 
jealous eye, by all who are subieet to it, 
and to be restrained within its bounds by 
the Manliest efforts, and tiie most deter- 
mined resolution of virtue. Every engine 
of artifice and terror will be used to sup- 
press such virtue : but the friend of man 
and of his country will defy persecution, 
fines, imprisonment, and death, in attempt* 
ing by every lawful and rational tneans, 
to push back the gigantic strides of 
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enoroachine desjpotisfn, tnore detractive of 
happiness 9iaB an earthquake or a ^)esti* 
lefice. A couDtiy deserves no love, when 
k ceases to he a country of liberty. Human 
beings constitute a country^ not a soil in a 
certain latitude; and an attachment to 
Hberty is the truest loyalty. 
^ It is therefore highly expedient, when- 
ever a people, free by law and constitution, 
appear in the SfnalUst degree to remit their 
attention to the preservation of freedom, to 
urge them, by the most serious adn^oni- 
tion, to an immediate resumption of their 
vinlance. While they slumber and sleep, 
luUed by the Ciix^an cup of corraption, the 
enemy is awake, and busily making his in- 
sidious approaches tx) the citadel, Every 
inch of ground, they carelessly relinquish, 
as eager^ seized by the covetous possessor 
of dominion ; ^e love of which, like the 
love of money, increases by accession. Nor 
are there ever wanting numbers of artful 
men, who stimulate a weak or a wicked 
prince in his encroachments; sensible as 
they are, that their own power and privi- 
le^^s will be augmented with those of the 
prmce. whose exclusive favour they have 
gained by sycophantic arts and by co-ope- 
ratioii in the fallacious service of enlarging 
his prerogative. The more the power of 
the prince is augmented, the greater will be 
the emoluments, the more brilliant the dis- 
tinctions of the courtier. A star shines 
with higher lustre, a riband displays a 
brighter hue, a title soothes the ear with 
-sweeter music, when conferred by a mighty 
potentate far exalted above vulgar control, 
and who holds his crown in corUempt of 
hk people. If kings can be once elevated 
to the rank of Heaven's vicegerents, how 
must admiring plebeians idolize their choice 
favours, and ujeir prime favourites ? There 
is always, therefore, a set of men (to whcftn 
.pomp and vanity are the chief good) who 
are continually endeavouring to add glory 
and greatness to the orb from which they 
derive their own lustre. Moons and satel- 
lites would shine faintly indeed, unless the 
sun of the system glittered with intolerable 
efi^lgence. If the sun were shorn of its 
beams, their native opaqueness would pass 
without notice. 

So many advantages do the possessors of 
power enjoy for its extension, in all coun- 
tries where courts have influence, that the 
people, however great their numbers, are 
scarcely a match tor its subtle contrivances. 
Its false alarms, its bribes, its spies, its 
informers, its constructive treasons, its 
military force, its superstitious terrors, in<- 
vented and difiiised by a policy, which 
often laughs in' secret at the religion which 
it enforces with solemn h^pocris^. A court 
has an opportunity of gratifying, m a thou- 
sand . different ways, both Secretly and 



openly, the mdst pcevalcfnt aild ncXmt pas^ 
sions of human nature* When the mass 
of the people are artfully seduced to throw 
their weight into the samie scale with the 
court, hberty in |ihe other -must kkk the 
beam. When the aiistocraby of rank and 
riches unite hand in hand/ to seduce the 
people, the delusion may for a time be suo^ 
cessfu^ and advantages may be takenr, 
during the temporary &lirium, to rifle tii^ 
castle of liberty, to weaken its foundational, 
to break down its battlements, or to lull its 
watchmen asleep with a powerful opiate. 

It lias indeed been eaidin ancient timeur, 
and often repeated, that if the people ivia 
be deceived^ let them be deceived ; but ihey 
have no choice, no chance to escape decepi* 
tion, unless the truth be fairly ana publicly 
exhibited to them, and their minds duly 
enlightened. When dust is thixmn into ' 
their eyes, more especially gold dust, the 
political ophthalmist must honestly endear 
vour to clear away the obstruction. It be- 
comes every lover of his country, especial^ 
a country like England, where even the 
throne itself is fixed on liberty as on a 
comer stone, to warn ixis countrymen oi 
the danger, wherever he observes the 
smallest encroachment on their rights, and 
the spirit of the times tending but remotely 
to despotism. 

If there be a time, 4n which the senate 
of a free co«mtry has declared that the irt- 
ftuence of the crown has increased, is ir^ 
ereasingf and ought to be diminished; and 
if, instead of a consequent diminution, 
there be an evident increase of that influ- 
ence; if acts like the habeas corpt», highly 
favourable to liberty, be Suspended without 
necessity; if unconstitutional benevolences 
be encouraged ; if placies and pensions b^ 
multiplied ; if juries be censured by great 
men tor honest verdicts in favour of free«» 
dom ; if endeavours be made to restrain the 
press by sycophantic associations ; if spiels 
and informers be kept in pay for the pur- 
pose of prosecuting innocent men who 
espouse the cause' of their counti^; if the 
press be hired to calumniate both liberty 
and the people; if wars, neither just nor 
necessary, be undertaken to divert the 
public mind from domestic reformation ; if 
a party prevail by artifice, who hate the 
name of liberty, who are continually era- 
ployed in aggrandizing monarchy, aris- 
tocracy, and in depreciating the people'; 
in soch a time, and in such a conjuncture, 
it becomes every honest man, not yet 
drawn into the whirlpool of |K>litical cor- 
ruption, to warn his fellow-citizens against 
an encroeuihing spirit of despotism. 

In tte following pages, I offer some sug^ 
ffestions 01^ the- subject. I have inde^ 
few qualifications for the task besides sin*- 
cerity, an earnest desire to promote pufoUc 
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mA iffiirat^ hapj^ness, and an independ- 
d^ce of spirit; Dut these I certainly nave, 
and profess to maintain. I wish the rising 
'generation may be awakened, and learn to 
place a due value on the liberty handed 
down to them by their ancestors. I would 
inspire them with a generosity of mind, 
.^hich should scorn dissimulation; which 
jflkould neither practise the arts of corrup- 
tion, n<Nr become tlieir dupe. I am desirous 
•of discrediting the whole system ef corrup- 
tion, and of renderine all civil government 
fair, just, open and honourable. 'All go- 
vernment, founded on insincerity and injus- 
tice, debases the morals and injures the 
happiness, while it infringes on the civil 
xig^ts of die people. I wish to revive in the 
people a due sense of their native and con- 
stitutional imoortance. I endeavour, in this 
book, to pleaa the cause of Man ; firmly 
convinced that the cause of man is the cause 
of God. 

Section II. 
OrieKtal Mannert^ and the Ideas imhihed 
m YoutHy both in the West and East 



intfa the East and West Indies, it istoiM 
feared that something of a more setfOe 
spirit has becai derived, than was known 
among those who established the free- cod* 
stitutions of Europe, and than would hai^ 
been adopted, or patiently borne, in ages of 
virtuous simplici^. 

A very numerous part of our countrymen 
spend their most susceptible age, in tlwrte 
countries, where despotic manners remark- 
ably prevail. They are themselves, when 
invested vrith office, treated by the tiativetf 
with an idolatrous degree of reveraacot 
which teaches them to expect a similar 
submbsien to their will, on their return tx> 
their own country. They havct been ae- 
customed to look up to personages greatly 
then superiors in rank and riches, with 
awe; and to look down on their inferi(Nrs ia 
property, with supreme contempt, as slaves 
of their will and ministers of their luxury. 
Equal kiws and equal liberty at home ap- 
pear to them saucyckkimsof the poor and the 
vulgar, which tend to divest ricnes of one of 
the greatest charms, overbearing dominion. 

j^ulie*,/avc^able to tke Spirit of luSrSTftlS fX^bm weS 



Despotism, 
fTlHE foundations of the fair fabric 
•■■ liberty in Europe were laid in a^ 
when there was but little intercourse, com- 
.mercial or potitical,>vith the remote coim- 
tries of Asia and America. A hardy race, 
in ungenial climates, with nerves strung 
by tlie northern blast^ though little refined 
by knowledge, felt in an early age the sen- 
timents of manly virtue, and spumed the 
baseness of slavery. Luxury had not emas- 
culated their minds ; and they threw off, 
with native elasticity, the burden of unjust 
dominion. While they submitted, with 
graceful acijuiescence, to all lawfiil autho- 
rity, established by their own consent, for 
the general good ; they preserved a noble 
consciousness of native dignity, and main- 
tained a personal grandeur, a poud inde- 
.pendence, a greatness unindent^ to the 
morbid tumour of rank and riches. 

In later times, the facility of navigation 
and the improvements of science have 
brought into close connexion the extremes 
of the habitable globe. The asperity of 
manners which sometimes disgraced the 
virtues of our forefathers, has indeed been 
softened by various and constant inter- 
course; the maiily spirit hais exchanged 
ferocity for gentleness, and rendered the 
aiereetic character consistent with the 
amiable. It was a happy change ; for why 
should manly virtue assume a forbidding 
aspect^ and lose the recommendation of 
engaging manners, the happiness of loving 
and oeing loved, while it commands, by 
deserving, cordial reverence? 

But nom the intercourse of England 



port, at the same time, the spirit of despot- 
ism, which adds deformity to the purple 
robe, and bitterness to the honied beverage. 
The vassals of the feudal times, it is true,, 
were abject slaves ; but their slavery was 
freedom compared to the slavery of the 
negro. They were not driven by the 
whip to work in a torrid zone. They 
were not wanted to administer to per- 
sonal luxury; for personal luxury did 
not exist. But the negro is rendered a 
two-legged beast of buMen ; and looks up 
to the mfimt son of his lord, as to a supe- 
rior being, whom he is bound to obey, how- 
ever vicious, whimsical, or cruel the com- 
mand. Cradled in despotism, the young 
planter comes to England for education, 
and brings with him the early impressions 
which a few years' residence m the land of 
freedom can seldom obliterate. He returns; 
grows rich by the labour of slaves, over 
whom, for tlie sake of personal safety, the 
most arbitrary government is exercised, and 
then perhaps retires to England to sp^nd 
his age ana his acquirements in the capital, 
the seat of pleasure, the theatre of com- 
•mercial splendor and courtly magnificence. 
He mixes much in society, and inevitably 
communicates his ideas, which have now 
taken deep root, on the necessity of keep- 
ing the vulgar in a state of depression, aim 
strengthening the hands of the rich and die 
powerful. In the virtuous struggles of the 
lower and middle ranks for constitutional 
liberty^ is it likely that he should join the 
contest, qn the side of the people? Is it not 
most probable, that he will throw all his 
weight, which, considering the tocighs qf 
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motm, is often sreat, in opposition to the 
popular side? A long succession of such 
men, personally respectable, but, from pe- 
culiar oircumstances, favouring the exten- 
sion of power, and disposed, bv habits and 
.prindples sucked in with the mother's 
jnilk, to repel the claims of their inferiors^ 
must contribute jgreatly to diffuse^ in a free 
country, the s{Nint of despotism. ' 

That Oriental manners are unfavourable 
(to liberty, is, I believe universally con- 
ceded. The natives of the East Indies 
.entertain not the idea of independence. 
Tibey treat the Europeans, who go among 
'them to acauire their riches, with a respect 
similar to me diyject submission which they 
•pay to their nauve despots. Yoimg men, 
who in England scarcely possessed the rank 
of the gentry, are waitea upon in India, 
with more attentive servility than is paid or 
required in manv courts of Europe. King^ 
of island seldom assume the state en-> 
ioyed by an East India governor, or even 
by subordinate officers. 

Enriched at an early age, the adventurer 
returns to England. His property admits 
him to the higher circles ot fashionable 
life. He aims at rivalling or exceeding all 
the old nobility in the splendor of his man- 
sions, the finery of his carriages, the num- 
ber of his liveried train, the profusion of 
:his table, in every unmanly indulgence, 
which an empty vanity can covet, and a fiill 
. purse procure. Such a man, when he looks 
from the window of his superb mansion, 
and sees the people pass, cannot endure 
the idea, that the^ are of as much conse- 
quence as himself, in the eye of the law ; 
and that he dares not insult or oppress the 
unfortunate being who rakes his kennel or 
sweeps hb chimney. He must wish to in- 
crease the power of the rich and great, that 
the saucy vulgar may be kept at a due dis- 
,tance, tmit the;|r mav know their station, 
• and submit their necks to the foot of pride. 

The property of such a man will give 
, him great weight in parliamentary elections. 
He probably purchases a borough. He sides 
.with the court part^ on all questions; and 
is.a great stickler for the extension of pre- 
ilngative. In his neighbourhood, and as a 
^inrter for representatives, he uses all his in- 
-terest in supporting such men as are likely 
to promote his views of aggrandizing the 
^^eat, amon^ whom he hopes to be asso- 
ciated, and m depressing the little, whom 
he despises and shuns. Having money suf- 
.^ient, his present object is a title. This 
he knows can only come from the posses- 
sors of power, to whom therefore he pays 
.such a submission as he has seen paid to 
Mmself in India by oriental slaves. His 
wliole conduct tends to increase the influx 
. cDceof riches, from which alone, he is con- 
aciouM, he derives his own importance. 



What is his eloquenoeT What hiskan»- 
ifijg? What his beneficence to mankind? 
Little; perhaps none. But his estate is 
large, his house large, his park larce, his 
manors many, his equipage, on abirui-day, 
the most splendid in St. James's-street. 
Long- Acre gives him a oassport to court 
favour. With a seat in tne house, and an 
unrivalled eonipage and mansion^ he deems 
himself justly entitled tu be made, in due 
time, a baronet at least, if not an hereditary 
lawgiver of his country. 

By a constantly successive influx of such 
men from the eastern climes, furnished 
with the means of corruption, and inclined 
to promote arbitrary principles of govern- 
ment, it cannot be doubtea, that much is 
contributed to the snirit of despotism. Who 
among them woula not add to the mass of 
that power and splendour, to nossess a lane 
share uf which has been the nrst object of a 
life spent in unceasine cares, at the risk of 
healtn, and in a torrid zone? 

And what is left to oppose the spirit of 
despotism thus animated m its progress by 
enormous opulence ? Is' it the virtue of the 
honest country gentleman, who lives on his 
estate, possessing nothine and hoping no- 
thing from the favour of courts? Is it the 
independence of the mkldle and the lower 
ranks, too numerous to be bribed either by 
sifts or expectations? Botli, it is to be 
feared, will be too slow in their opposition 
to the gigantic monster, if not too feeble. 
They wiU not ofteq risk their repose in a 
dangerous contest with opulence and power. 
.They stand in awe of the sword and thf 
law ; which, in bad times, have been equally 
used as instruments of injustice. Contented 
with the enjoyment of plent)[, or the amuse- 
ments of rum sports, they sink into a state 
of indifference to public affairs, and thus 
leave the field open to those who have no 
right to occupyit at ali,miich lessexclusively. 

Thus the commimity becomes divided 
into two descriptions of men ; the corrup- 
tors and the indifferent; those who seek 
wealth and honours widiout virtue, and 
those who seek only their own ease, ^ re- 
gardless of the public. 

This indifference is scarcelv less culpable 
than corruption. It must be laid aside. 
The independent country gentleman, se- 
conded by the people, is the character, on 
whom Liberty must rely, as on her firmest 
supporter, against the incursion of oriental 
pride. Let him preserve his independence 
b^ frugality. Let him beware of emulating 
either the oriental or occidental upstart, in 
expences which he cannot equal, without 
diminishing his patrimony and losing his 
independence. Let him cultivate every so- 
cial virtue, reside on his estate, and become 
popi|lar by exhibiting superior excellence 
DOth of heart and uoderstuiding. He will 



Digitized by 



Google 



Jf^0m$ jof EdMoaHm tkaiprtMoie JDg^oiiM. 



to 

then do H^t to ofier himself a condidatfe 
in his vicinity for a aeat in the senate; be- 
cause, «B a senator, he will gain a power to 
aet with effect against the increasing weiglrt 
of eorrupt influence. The tnriv Whig partt, 
the lovers of liberty and the people, is not 
osily the mo9t favourable to human happi- 
aesfii, but certainly most congenial to uie 
constitution of England, and ou^ht to be 
strengthened by the junction of all inde- 
pendent men, lovers of peace, liberty, and 
human nature. 

The Tory and Jacobite spirit, under 
other more plausible names, is still alive, and 
has encreased of late. All who have a just 
idea of the British constitution, and of the 
value of liberty, will oppose it, by cultivat- 
ing manliness of spirit, by illuminating the 
mmds of the people, fuid by inf^pirins them 
with a regard to truth, justice, and inde- 
pendence, together with a love of order and 
of peace, boSi internal and external. 

Section III. 
Certain Circumstances in Education 

which promote the Spirit of Despo^ 

tism» 

MANY who have arisen to* high eleva- 
tion of rank or fortune, seem to think 
that their nature has undergone a real me^ 
tamorphosis; that they are refined by a 
kind of chemical process, sublimed by (he 
sunshine of royal favour, and separated 
from die fceces, the dross and the dregs of 
ordinary humanity; jhat humanity, of 
which the mass of mankind partake, and 
which, imperfect as it is, ' God created. 
They seem to themselves raised to a piur 
nacle; from which they behold, with sen- 
timents of indifference or contempt, all 
|wo-leeged and unfeathered beings of infe- 
rior order, jp^ced in the vale, as ministers 
of their pride, and slaves of their luxury, 
or else burdens of the earth, and superflw- 
ous sharers of existence. 

The great endeavour of their, lives, never 
emploved in the essential service of society, 
is to kiep the vulgar at a distance, lest their 
own purer nature should be contaminated 
by the foul contagion. Their offspring 
must be taught, in the first instance, to 
know, and revere, not God, not man, but 
their own rank in life. The infimts are 
scarcely suffered to breathe the common 
air, to feel ti^e common sun, or to walk on 
the common earth. Immured in nurseries 
till the time for instruction arrives, they are 
then surrounded by a variety of domestic 
tutors. And what is the first object in 
their education ? Is it the improvement of 
theur minds, tlie aeauisition of manlv senti- 
ment, useful knowledge, expanded ideas, 
piety, philanthropy ? No; it is the embel- 
lishment of their persons, an accurate at- 
^ntion to dress, to their teeth, to grace in 



dancing, attitude in standing, uprightasis^ 
not the uprightQess of the heart, hut liie 
formal and unnatural perpendieularity of a 
soldier drilled on the parade. If a master 
of learned lanzuagts and philosophy be ad- 
mitted at all, ne fieels himself in less esti- 
jnation with the family than the dancinj^ 
master; and if possessed of the spint, 
which the nature of his studies has a ten^ 
dency to inspire, he will soon depart from 
a house, where he is considered in the %ht 
of an upper servant, paid less wages, an^. 
subjected to the caprice of the chUd, whom 
he oueht to control with the natural autho 
rity of superior wisdom. To assume over 
his pupil the rights of that natural supe^ 
riority, would. m to oppose the favouritp 
ideas of the family, *< that aU real pre^ 
eminence is founded on hirthy fortune, and 
court favour J* The first object with the 
pupil, and the last, the lesson to be got 1^ 
heart, and to be repeated by night and by 
day, is an adequate conception of his own 
native consequence, a disposition* to extend 
the infiuence of rank and riches, and to de- 
press and discourage the natural tendency 
of personal merit to rise to distinction by its 
own elastic force. 

If the boy be allowed to go to any school 
at all, which is not always deemed prudent, 
because schools in general have a few ple- 
beians who raise themselves there, to some 
decree of superiority, by merit only, it 'is 
onty to schools, whidi fashion irecommends, 
which abound with tided persons, and 
where the expences are so great, as to keep 
ingenious poverty, or even mediocrity of 
fortune at a respectful distance. Here be 
is instructed to form connexions with his 
superiors. The principal point is to acquire 
the haughty air pf nohiiity. Learning and 
virtue may be added, if peradVenture they 
come easSy ; but the i<»rmation of con- 
nexions, and the assumption of insolence, 
is indispensable. To {nromote this pur- 
pose, pocket -^ooney is bestowed on the 
pupil with a lavish hand by his parents, 
ana all his cousins who court nis fa- 
vour. He must shew his consequence, 
and be outdone by no lord of them all, in 
the profusion of his expences, in the variety 
of his pleasures, and, if^his great companions 
should happen to be vicious, in the enor- 
mity of his vicci Insults and injuries may 
be shewn to poor people who attend the 
school, or live near it, as marks of present 
spirit and future heroism. A little money 
makes a full compensation, and the glorious 
action, on one side^ and the pusillanimous 
acquiescence under it, on the other, evinces 
the great doctrine, that the poor are by na- 
ture creatures of other moid, eartbrborn 
perhaps, and made for the pastime of those 
who have had the good fortune to be bom 
to opulence or title. The masters thera- 
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9^ves^'ftTe to be ke{jt io duecirder by the 
iuiistnotia pupils, or .a rebellion may ensue. 
Such an ev^dt indeed ts aomettmes devoutly 
wished, as it afibrds oppfortunities foren^ 
bryo heroes to shew their prowess and their 
nobU pride. Every ebullitioh of spirits^ as 
it: is candidly called^ displaying itself in 
insolence or ill-usage of the inferior ranks, 
defenceless old men or women, and the poor 
in general, is remembered and cherished 
ivith care, as a* flattering prognostic of 
future eminence in the cabmet, me senate, 

. at the bar, or in the field. Justice, gene- 
rosity, humihty, are words indeed in Ihe 
dictionary, and may adorn a declamation ; 
but insolence, extravagance, and. pride, 
must mark the conduct of those who are 
sent, rather to support the dignity of native 
grandeur by the spirit of arrogMice, than 
to seek wisdom and virtue with the dociUty 
of modest and ingenuous disciples. Prao- 
ticai oppression ofinferiors isone of the first 
elements of aristocratical education; and 
the order of Faggs (as they are called) con- 
tributes much to familiarize the exercise of 
fut\ire despotism. Mean submissions prepare 
the mind, in its turn,, to tyrannize. 

Let us now suppose the stripling grown 
too tall for school, and entered at a uni- 
versity; .The English universities are ad- 
mirably well adapted to flatter the pride of 
wealth and title. There is a dress for the 
distincdon of the higher orders, extremely 
pleasing to aristocradcal vanity. In the 
world atlarge the dress of all gentlemen is 
so similiar, that nothing is left to point out 
those who think themselves of a superior 
order ; unless indeed they ride in their 

. coaches, and exhibit their splendid liveries 
behind, and armorial ensigns oh the sides ; 
but at Oxford, they never walk the streets, 
on the commonest occasions, without dis- 
pla^ng their proud pre-eminence by gowns 
of silk and tufts of gold. 

As noblemen, or seiidemen commoners, 
they not only enjoy l£e privilege of splendid 
vestments, but of neglecting, if they please, 
bbth learning and religion. They are not 
required, like vulgar scholars, to attend 
regularly to the instruction, or to the disci- 
phne of the colleges ; and they are allowed 
a frequent absence from daily prayer. They 
are thus taught to believe, that a silked 
gown and a velvet cap are substitutes for 
knowledge ; and that the rank of gentle- 
men commoners dispenses with the neces* 
si^ of that devotion which others are com- 
pelled to profess in the college chapels. 
High privileges these! and they usually 
fill those who enjoy diem with that attach- 
ment to rank, whidi leads direcdyto the 
r' it of despotism. They are. flattered in 
Bt^ts of wisdom, where science and 
iib«iality are supposed to dwell, with an 
idem of some iaherent virtue in niere nnk^ 
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independently of merit; and aftei* having 
learned a lesson so pleasing to aelf-Iove and 
idleness, they go out into the world widi 
confidence, fulfy resolved to practise the 

Sroud theories thejr hwe imbibed, and to 
emand respect without endeavouring to 
deserve it. , 

Without, public or private virtue, and 
without even the desire of it; without 
knowledge, and without even a thirst 
for it; many of them, on leaving ccd* 
lege, enlist under the banners of the 
minister for the time being, or in ajself- 
interested opposition to him, and boldly 
stand forth candidates to represent boroughs 
and counties, on die strength of aristo- 
cratical influence. Though they appear to 
ask favours of the people, they pay no 
respect to the people, but rely on rank, 
riches, and powerful connexions. . Ever in- 
clined to favour and promote the old prin* 
ciples of Jacobitism, Toryism, and unlimited 
prerogative, they hope to be rewarded by 
places^ pensions, titles ; and dien to trample 
on the wretches by whose venal votes they 
rose to eminence. 

• The ideas acquired and cherished at 
school and at the university are confirmed 
in the world by association with persons of 
a similar turn, with Oriental adventurers^ 
with jaensioners and courtiers, with all who> 
sunk in the frivolity of a dissipated, vain, 
and useless life, are clad to find a suoce- 
daneum for every real virtue, in the pri- 
vileges of titular honour, in splendid eqm« 
Eage, in luxurious tables, in magnificent 
ouses, in all that gives distinction without 
merit, and notoriety without excellence'. 
Their number and their influence increase 
by an union of similar views and principles ; 
and a formidable phalanx is formed against 
those liberties, for which the most virtuous 
part of mankind have lived and died. Under 
the auspices of multitudes, thus corrupted 
and united, it is not to be wondered, that 
the spirit of despotism should increase. 
Despotism is indeed an Asiatic plant ;- 
but, brought over by those who have long 
lived in Asia, and nursed in a hot-house 
with indefatigable care, it is found to vege* 
tate, bloom, and bear fruit, even in our 
cold, ungenial climate. 

Jt might then be worthy a wise legislator 
to reform the modes of education, to explode 
the effeminacy of private and superficial 
nurture, to promote an equality of rank in 
schools and universities, and to suffer, in 
the iihmature age, no other distinctions 
than those, which may be adjudged by 
grave and virtuous instructors, to distin- 
guished improvement, exemplary conduct^ 
goodness of heart, and a regard to tht 
happinets of inferiors. < 

The constitution of f^ngl^d is founded 
on liberty, and the pec^e are warmly 
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attached to liberty ; then why is it ever in 
daager^ and why is a ooostant struggle 
aeoessary to preserve it uniDfringed ? Many 
causes combioe> and perhaps none is more 
operative than a corrupt education, in 
which ]Nride is nourished at the tenderest 
period, and the possession or expectation of 
weidth and civil honours is tacitly repre- 
sented, even in the schools of virtue, as 
superseding tht necessity of personal . ex- 
cellence. 

Section IV. 
€m%ptum of Mannen ha$ a natural 

Tendency to promote the Spirit of 

Despotism, 



W 



^H£N man ceases to venerate virtue 
in himself, he soon loses all sense 
of moral beauty in the human species. His 
taste becomes gross ; and he learns to con- 
sider all that is good and great, as the illu- 
sion of simple minds, the unsubstantial 
phantom of a youn^ ima^nation. Extreme 
selishness is his rulmg pnnciple, and he is 
far from scrupulous in following its dictates. 
Luxury, vanity, avarice, are hie character- 
istics. Ambition indeed takes its turn ; yet, 
not that noble ambition, which seeks praise 
.and honours by deservine them, but the 
low spirit of intri^e ana cunning, which 
teaches to secure high appointments, titular 
distinctions, or whatever else can flatter 
avarice and pride, by petty stratagem, un- 
manly compliance, the violation of truth 
and consistency, and at last the sacrifice of 
a country's interest and safety. 

In nations enriched by commerce, and 
among families loaded with opulence by the 
avar^.e of their forefathers, the mere wan- 
tonness of unbounded plen^ will occasion 
a corruption of manners, dangerous to all 
that renders society happy, but favourable 
to the despotic pnnciple. Pleasure of the 
meanest kind will be the first and the last 
pursuit. Splendor,' external show, the os- 
tentation 01 riches, will be deemed objects 
of prime consec|uence. A Court will be the 
place of exhibition ; not of great merits, 
but of fine garments, gracefiil attitudes, and. 
^udy equipages, every frivolous distinc- 
tion, which boldly claims the notice due to 
virtue, and assumes the dignity which pub- 
lic services ought solely to appropriate. 

The mind of man, still wanting, in the 
midst of external abundance, an object in 
fiiturity; and satiated even to lothing with 
the continual banquet of plen^, longs to 
add titular honours, or official importance, 
to the possession of superiluous property. 
But these, if they mean any thmg, are 
naturally die rewards of virtuous and use- 
ful exertion; and such exertion is incom- 
patible with the habitual indolence, tlse 
Ignorance, the dissipation, the vice of 
^jforbitant wealth, gained only by mean 



avarioe, and expended in enjoyments iimt 
degrade, while they enervate. Men dis- 
tUD^ished by riches only, possess not; 
amidst all their acquirements, the proper 
price that should purchase civil distinctions, 
if they were disposed of only to merit. 
There they are bankrupts. They have no 
claims on society; formeir purposes have 
been selfish, and thdr conduct injurious : 
yet the dbtipctions must be obtain edj^ 
or th/ey sicken in the midst of health, 
and starve, though surrounded with plenty. 
How then shall they be obtained ? They 
must be boiieht with money; but how 
bou^t? Not directly, not in die market- 
place, not at public sale. But is there 
a borough hitnerto anti-ministerial, and 
to convert which from the error of its 
ways, a veiy expensive election must he 
engaged in? Ine ambitious aspirant at 
honours is ready with his purse. By 
money he triumphs over opposition, and 
adds the weight or his wealth to ministerial 
preponderance. He assists others in the 
same noble and generous services of his 
Country. Though covetous, he perseveres, 
regardless of expence, and at last richly 
merits, from his patron, the glittering 
bauble which hung on high, andled hinr 
patiently through those dark and dirty 
paths which terminate in the temple of 
prostituted honour. His brilliant success 
excites others to tread in his steps with 
eager emulation ; and though many fail of 
the glorious prize, ^ret all contribute, in the 
selfish pursuit, to increase and to difilise 
the spirit of despotism. 

Men destitute of personal merit, and un- 
recommended by the plea of public services, 
can never obtain illustrious honours, where 
the people possess a due share of power, 
where liber^ flourishes, unbiighted by cor- 
ruption; and therefore such men will ever 
be opposed to the people, and determined 
enemies to liberty. The atmosphere of 
liberty is too pure and defecated for their 
lungs to inhale. Gentles and other vermin 
can exist only in filth and putrefaction. 
Such animals, if they poss^sed reason, 
would therefore endeavour to contaminate 
everv healthy climate, to destroy the vital 
salubrity of the liberal sdr, and difiiise oor^ 
ruption with svstematic industry. Are 
there not poUticiu phaenomena, which would 
almost justify a belief in the existence of 
such animals in the human form ; and i& 
not mankind interested, as they value their 
health, in impeding the progress of infeo^ 
tious pollution? 

Corruption does not operate, in the in** 
crease of the despotic spirit, on the hishest 
orders only, and the aspirants at political 
distinction and consequence, but also on the 
crowded ranks of .commercial life. In a 
great and rich nadon, an immense quanti^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



AJbharreMe (ff Dupi^im tmd Love of Idb^ oonmleiif with Order. 13 



and variety of articles is ever wanted to 
supply the army and the navy. No cus- 
tomers are so valuable as the publia The 
pay is sure and liberal, the demand enor- 
mous, and a very scrupulous vigilance 
against fraud and extortion seldom main- 
tained witli rigid uniformity. Happy the 
mercantile men who can procure a contract I 
The hope of it will cause an obseouious ac- 
quiescence in the mea9ures of tne ruling 
minister, ^ut it happens that such ac- 
quiescence, m such, men, b peculiarly dan- 
gerous, in a commercial country, to the 
cause of freedom. The mercantile orders 
constitute corporate bodies, rich, power&l, 
influential ; th^ theretbre have great weight 
in elections. Juries are chiefly chosen from 
mercantile life. In state trials, ministers 
^are anxious to obtain verdicts favourable 
to their retention of emolument and place. 
If the hope of contracts and other douceurs 
should ever overcome the sanctity of oaths, 
in an age when religion has lost nmch of 
its influence, then will the fii:nie8t pillar 
of freedom be undermined, and courts of 
justice become mere registers of ministerial 
edicts. Thus both senatorial and judicial 
proceedings will be vitiated by the same 
means; and liberty left to deplore a de- 
clining cause, while corruption laughs 
firom a Lord Mayor's coach, as she rides in 
triumph to Court, to present, on her knees, 
the aadress of sycophancy. 

When the jpublic mind is so debauched 
as to consider titles and money as the chief 
good of man, weighed with which, honesty 
and conscience are out as dust in the balance,, 
can it be supposed that a due reverence will 
be paid to me obsolete parchments of a 
ma^a cfiarta, to bills of nghts, or to revo- 
lutions which banished the principles of the 
Stuarts, together witli their families, which 
broke their despotism in pieces together 
with their sceptres, and trampled their pride 
under foot with their crowns and robes of 
purple? The prevalence of corruption can 
call back to lite the race of Jacobites and 
Tories, and place on the throne of liberty, 
an imaginary Stuart, It was not the per- 
son, but the principles which rendered the 
old family detestable to a people who de- 
sehhipwrty, because they dared to claim 
it. "The revival of those principles might 
read^ a successor^ though crowned by Li- 
berty herself, eaually detestable. 

To avoid such principles, the corruption 
tfa^ infallibly leans to them must be re- 
pelted. The people should be tinctured 
with philosophy and religion; and learn, 
under their divine instruction, not to con- 
sider titular distinction and enormous ridies 
as the chief good, and indispensably requi- 
site to the happiness of life. A noble^spirit 
of personal virtue should be encouraged in 
the rising race. They shoaid be taught to 



seek and find resources in themselves, in 
an honest independence, in the possession 
of knowledge, in conscious integrity, in 
manliness of sentiment, in contemplation 
and study, in every thing which adds vi- 
gour to the nerves of the mind, and teaches 
It to deem all honours disgraceful, and all 
profits vile, which accrue, as the rewsu*d 
of base compliance, and of a dastardly de- 
sertion from the upright standard of truth, 
the unspotted banner of justice. 

Section V. 
An Abhorrence of Despotism and an 
ardent Lave of Liberty perfectly con^ 
sistent with Order and Tranquillity: 
and the natural Consequence of welU 
informed Understandings and^ benevo^ 
l&nt Dispositions, 

^UOSE who are possessed of exorbitant 
-*• power, who pant for its extension, and 
tremble at the apprehension of losing it, 
are always sufficiently artful to dwell with 
emphasis, on the evils of licentiousness; 
unaer which opprobrious name, they wish 
to stigmatize liberty. They describe the 
horrors of anarchy and confusion, in .th^ 
blackest colours; and boldly afBrm that 
tliey are the necessary consequences of en- 
trusting the people with power. Indeed, 
they mirdly condescend to recognize the 
idea of a People ; but whenever ihey speak 
of the mass of the community, denominate 
them the mob, the rabble, or tlie swinish 
multitude. Language is at a loss fpr ap- 
pellatives significant of their contempt for 
those who are~ undistin^ished by wealth 
or titles, and is obliged to content itself 
with such words as reptiles, scum, dregs, 
or the many-headed monster. 

Man, tbiat noble animal, formed with 
powers capable of the sublimest virtues, 
possessed of reason, and tremulously alive 
to every finer feeling, is degraded by his 
fellow man, when drest in a Tittle brief au- 
thority, to a rank below that of the beasts 
of the field; for the beasts of the field are 
not treated with epithets of contumely, but 
regarded with a degree of esteem. The 
proud grandee views the horses in his stable 
and the dogs in his kennel with affection, 
pampers them with food, lodges them in 
nabitations not only commodious but luxu- 
rious, and at the same time despises his 
fellow-creatures, scarcely fed, wretchedly . 
clothed, and barely sheltered in the neigh- 
bouring cottage. And if this fellow-creature 
dares to remonstrate, his complaint is con- 
tumacy and sedition, and his endeavour 
to meliorate his own state and that of his 
peers, by the most lawful H^eans, downright 
treason and rebellion. 

Villabous oppression on one. hand, and 
on the other, contemptible submission I » If 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 Abkm-enceofJDeqksfHmMA J(^ ^ hberty^ commUntwUk Order. 

such acquiescence, un4er the most iniqui- 
tous inequality ; such wretchedness, without 
the privilege of complaint, is the peace, the 
order, and the tranquillity of . despotism ; 
then peace, order, and tranquillity, change 
their nature, and become the curse and 
bane of human nature. Welcome, in com- 
parison, all the feuds, animosities, and re- 
volutions attributed to a state of freedom ; 
for they are symptoms of life and robust 
health, while the repose of despotism is the 
deadness of a palsy. Life, active, enter- 

S rising life, with all its tumult, disaster, and 
isappointment, is to be preferred to the si- 
lence of death, the stillness of desolation. 

But I deny that a love of liberty, or a 
Btate of liberty, is of necessity productive 
of injurious or fatal disorder. I presuppose 
that the minds of tlie people, even the 
lowest of the people, are duly enlightened ; 
that the savageness of gross ignorance is 
mitigated by culture ; by that culture, which 
all well-regulated states are solicitous to 
bestow on every partaker of the rational 
faculty. 

• In a state of liberty, every man learns to 
value himself as man ; to consider himself 
as of importance in the system which him- 
self has approved and contributed to esta- 
blish; and therefore resolves to regulate 
hid own behaviour consistentlv with its 
safety ^nd preservation. He feels as a pro- 
prietor, not ^s a tenant. He loves the state, 
because he participates in it. His obedience 
is not the cold reluctant result of terror; 
but the lively, cheerful, and spontaneous 
effect of love. The violation of laws formed 
on the pure principle of general beneficence, 
and to which he nas given his full assent, 
by a just and perfect representation, he 
considers as a cnme of the deepest die. He 
wiU thin^ freely, and s^ak freely, of the 
institution. He will incessantly endea- 
vour to improve it; and enter seriously 
into all political debate. In the collision 
of agitated minds, sparks will sometimes be 
emitted; but they will only give a favour- 
able light and a genial warmth. They yrill 
never produce an injurious conflagration. 

What employment, in the busy scene in 
Ivhich man engages from the cradle to. the 
tomb, is more worthy of him, than political 
discussion? It affords afield for intellectual 
energy and all the finest feelings of bene- 
volence. It exercises and strengthens eveir 
faculty. It calls forth latent virtues, which 
else had slept in the bosom, like the dia- 
mond in the mine. And is this employ- 
ment, thus useful and honourable, to be 
confined to a few among the race of mor- 
tals ? Is there to be a monopoly of political 
action and speculation? vyhy then did 
Heaven bestow reason and speeeh, powers 
of activity, and a spirit of enterprise, in as 
great perfection on the lowest among the 



pedple, as on those who^ by no merit of 
their own, inherit wealth and high station? 
Heaven has declared its will by its acts. 
Man contravenes it; but time, and thcpro- 
gressive improvement of the understanaing,^ 
will reduce the anomaly to its natural rec- 
titude. And if a few irregularities should 
Sometimes arise in the process, they are of 
no importance, when weighed with the 
happy result ; the return of distorted sys- 
tems to truth, to reason, and the will of 
God. Occasional ferments, with all their 
inconveniences, are infinitely preferable to 
the putrescence of stagnation. They arfe 
symptoms of health and vigour ; and though 
they may be attended with transient pam, 
yet while they, continue to ap\)ear at inter- 
vals, there is no danger of mortification. 
Good hesMTts, accompanied with good under- 
standings, seldom produce, even where 
mistaken, lasting evil. They repur and 
compensate. 

But I repeat, that the people should be 
enlightened, in every rank, the highest as 
well as the lowest, to render them capable 
of perfect liberty, without danger of those 
evifs which its enemies are always asserting 
to be its, unavoidable consequences. The 
vulgar must be instructed not merely in the 
arts which tend to the acquisition, increase, 
and preservation of money, but in a gene-: 
roua 0iilosophy. They must be liberdized. 
They must eaHy leamto view human life 
and society in their just light ; to consider 
themselves as essential parts of a whole, the 
integrity of which is desirable to every com- 
ponent member. Their taste will improve 
widi their underst^ndbg; and they will see 
the beauty of order, while they are con- 
vinced of its utility. Thus principled by 
virtue, and illuminated with knowledge, 
they will eagerly return, afler every devia.- 
tion, which even a warmth of virtue may 
cause, to regular obedience, and to all the 
functions of citizens; valuing the public 
peace and prosperity, because the^r under^ 
stand clearly that the public happmess is 
intimately combined with their own. They 
may infringe laws, from the imperfection of 
their nature; but they will return to their 
obedience without force ; having been con- 
vinced that no laws are made, but such as^ 
are necessary to their well-being in society. 
They . will consider laws, not as chains and 
fetters, but as helmets and shields for their 
protection . The light of the understanding 
will correct the eccentricities of the heart ; 
and all deviations, however rapid at their 
commencement, will be short in extent and 
transitory induration. 

Such would be the effect of enlightening 
the people with political knowledge, and 
enlarging their minds by pure philosophy. 
But what say the despots^? Like the tyran- 
nical son of Philip, when he reprimanUed 
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Arialotle for publishbg hts diseoveries, 
thw whisper to tlieir myrinidons, " Let us 
difiiise darkness round the liuid.* Let the 
people be kept in a brutal state. Let 
. their conduct, when assembled, be riotous 
and irrational as ignorance and otsr spies 
can make it, that thev ma^ be brought mto 
distredit, and deemed unfit for the manase^ 
ment of their own afiairs. Let power do 
EVadered dangerous in their handfs, that it 
may continue unmolestied in our own. Let 
them not taste the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge, lest they become as we are, and 
ieam to know good and evil." 

That such are the sentiments of the men 
who wish for the extension of royalism 
and the depi^ssion of the people, is evident 
from the uneasiness they have shewn at 
all benevolent attempts to difiiise know-> 
ledge amone the poor. They have expressed, 
in terms of anger and mortification, their 
dislike of sunday schools. The very news-* 
papers which they have engaged in die 
service of ^sehood and toryism, have en- 
deavoured to discountenance, by malignant 
paragraphs, the ^progress of those patriotic 
«BStitiit»ons4 Scribblers of books and pam^ 
l^ifets, in Ihe same vile cause, have inti- 
mated their apprehensions that thjC poor * 
may learn to n»d political books in learning 
to read their Bible; and that the reading oT 
political books must unavoidably produce 
discontent. A wretched compliment to the 
cause which they mean to defend! Itisim- 
fKissiUe not to infer from their apprehen** 
sions, that as men increase in understanding 
and knowledge, they must see reason to 
disapprove the systems established. Tliese 
men breathe tlie very spirit of despotism, 
and wish -to communicate it. But their 
conduct, in this instance, is an argument 
a^mst the :S|»rit which they endeavour to 
difiiise. Their ooi^iduct seems to sav. The 
spirit of despotism is so unreasonable, that 
it can never be api^roved by the mass of the 
people, when tlieir reason is sufiered to 
receiveits proper cultivation. Their conduct 
seems to sav, Let there be light, and the de- 
fannity of despotism will create abhorrence. 

Bt die oonseoi^ence what it may, let the 

aitofknowleoge be diffused among all 
o partake of reason ; and let us remem- 
ber, tnat it was THE Lord God ALMioHtT 
who first said i Let there be uobt. 

Section VL 

Ovk the Venality of the Press under the 

. Influence of the despotic Spirit, and 

iU Effects in dijffusmg that Spirit. 

THE most successful, as well as the 
tnost insidious mode of abolishing an 

*■ JUearuroF murrvtw^ Darken pour doctrints^ 
ssid the despot Alexander ta the great phi- 
liMopj^^r. 
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institution which favours liberty, and, for 
that reason, alarms the jealousy of en- 
croaching power, is*to leave the form un- 
touched, and giWually to annihilate the 
essence. The voracious worm eats out the 
kernel completely, while the husk continues 
fair to the eye, and apparently entire^ The 
gardener would crush the insect, if it cocA- 
menced the attack on the external tegu- 
ment; but it carries on the work of destruo« 
tion with efficacy and safety, while it eorrodes 
the unseen fruit, and spares the outside shell. 

The Liberty of the Press in England is 
not openly infringed. It is our happiness 
and our glory. No man or set of^men^ 
whatever oe their power or their wishes, 
dares to violate this sacred privilege. But 
in the heathen mythology we learn, that 
when J upiter himself could not force certain 
obstacles by his thunder-bolt, he found an 
easy admission, in the shape of a golden 
shower. 

In times when the Jacobitical, Tory, ftdfish^ 
and despotic principles rear their heads, and 
think opportunities favour their efforts for 
revival, the Press is bought up as a powerful 
engine of oppression. The People must be 
deceived, or the despots have no chanca t9 
prevail in the disseminiMion of doctrines, 
unnatural, nonsensical, and injurious to the 
rights of human nature. The only channel , 
through which the knowledge of what it 
most imports them to know, next to mora^ 
lity and religion, devolves upon the mass of 
the community, is a newspsqper. This 
channel must therefore be secured. The 
people's money must be employed to pollute 
the waters of truth, to divert their course^ 
and, if occasion require, to stop them with 
dams, locks, and floodgates. The Press, that 
srand battery, erected by the people to de- 
tend the citadel of Liberty, must ne turned 
against it. Pamphlets are transient, and 
confined in their operation. Nothing wifl 
satisfy the zeal or the assailant, but the 
diurnal Papers of intelligence. They keep 
up a daily attack, and reach every part of 
the assaulted edifice. 

Newspapers, thus bought with the peo- 
ple's money, for the purpose of deceivin|r 
the people, are, in the next place, circulated 
with all the industry of zealous partisans^ 
and all the success that must attend the 
full exertion of ministerial influence. PuIk 
lie houses in great towns are frequently the 
property of overgrown traders, who supply 
tiiem with the commodities they vend$ 
and who dictate the choice of the papers^ 
which tliey shall purchase for the pc^rusal 
of their customers. Whoever frequents 
such liouses, ruled as they are by petty 
despots, must swallow the false politics^ 
together with the adulterated beverage, of 
the lordly manufacturer. A distress for 
rent, or .^u arrest for debt, might follow 
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the rash choice of a paper favourable to 
txuth, justice, and humanity. If any con- 
versation should arise among the customers, 
friendly to liberty,in consequence of perusing 
an interdicted print -of this kind, the licence 
of the house might be in danger, and an ho- 
nest tradesman with his fami^ turned out of 
dbors to stiirve. Spies are sent to his house, 
to mix with the guests, that in the moment 
of convivial exhilaration, when prudence 
sleeps, some incautious comment on the 
newspaper may be seized and carried to the 
agent of despotism, who, like the tiger, 
thirsting for human blood, lies watching 
for his prey in the covert of obscurity. 
The host, tnerefore, for the sake of safety, 
gladlv rejects all papers of intelligence, 
which are free to speak the truth, and be- 
comes a usefiil instrument in the hands 
of selfish placemen, in the dissemination of 
doctrines subversive of liberty, and there- 
fore of the constitution which is founded 
upon it as a comer stone. 

So far as such venal papers are diffused, 
under influence thus arbitrary, the Liberty 
of the Press is, in effect, destroyed. It is 
made to serve the purposes of slavery, by 
prgpagating principles unfavourable to the 
people's rights, by palliating public abuses, 
varnishing ministerial misconduct, and con- 
cealing facts in which the j)eople are most 
deeply interested. Perhaps there is nothing 
which contributes so much to diffuse the 
'spirit of despotism as venal newspapers, 
hired by the possessors of power, tor the 
purpose of defending and prolonging their 
possession. The more ignoramt classes 
l^ave a wonderful propensity to be credu- 
lous in all that they see in print, and will 
obstinately continue to believe a newspaper, 
to which they have been accustomed, even 
when notorious facts give it the lie. They 
know little of history, nothing of philoso- 
phy, and adopt their political ideas from the 
daily lectures of a paper established solely 
to gain their favour to one party, the party 
possessed of present power ; zealous for its 
extension and prolongation, and naturally 
desirous of preventing all scrupulous en- 
quiry into its abuse, isuch means, so used, 
certainly serve the cause of persons in 
office, and gratify avarice and pnde ; but it 
is a service which, while it promotes the 
sordid views of a few individuals, militates 
against the spirit of constitutional freedom. 
It is a vile cause, which cannot^ be main- 
tained to the securit}r and satisfaction of 
jlhose who wish to maintain it, without re- 
course to daily falsehood, and the cowardly 
concealment of conscious malversation. 
Honest purposes love the light of truth, 
and court scrutiny ; because the more they 
are known, the more thev must be ho- 
noured. The friends of liberty and man 
are justly alanned^ whenever they see the 



Press pre^bocupied by power, and cv<ry 
artifice used to poison the sources of public 
intelligence. 

In every free country, the people, whc 
pay all expences, claim a rignt to know 
the true state of public affairs. The only 
means of acquiring that knowledge, witiiip 
reach of the multitude, is tlte Press ; and it 
ought to supply them with all important 
information, which may be divulged with- 
out betraying intended measures, the ac- 
complishment of which would be frustrated 
by communication to a public enemy. 
Tlie very papers themselves, which com- 
municate intelligence, pay a tax above the 
intrinsic value cw the work and materials, 
to the support of the government : and the 
stamp, wnich vouches for the payment, 
ought, at the same time, if any regard 
were paid to justice and honour, to be an 
authentic testimony that government uses 
no arts of deception in the intelligence 
afforded. 

But let any one review, if it be not too 
nauseous an employment, the prints which 
of late years have been notoriously in the 
pay of ministerial agency. There he will 
see the grossest attempts to impose on the 
public credulity. He will see the existence 
of known facts, when they militate against 
the credit of a ministry, doubted' or denied ; 
doubt^l victories extolled beyond all re- 
semblance to truth ; and defeats, in the 
highest degree disgraceful and injurious, 
artfully extenuated. All who have had 

XDrtimities of receiving true intelligence, 
r some great and unfortunate 'action, 
have been astonished at the effrontery 
which has diminished the number of Kves 
lost to a sum so small, as contradicts the 
evident conclusions of common sense, and 
betrays the features of falsehood at the first 
appearance. All who have been able to 
juage of the privileges of Englishmen, and 
the rights of human nature, have seen 
with abhorrence, doctrines boldly broached 
and sophistically defended, which strike at 
once at the English constitution, and the 
happiness of nian in sodety. They have 
seen this done by those who pretended an 
almost exclusive regard to lair, order, and 
religion; themselves grossly violating all 
of them, while they are reviline o&ers 
for the supposed violation, in the bitterest 
language which rancour, stimulated by 
pride and bvarice, can utter. 

When great ministers, possessed of a 
thousand means of patronizing and re- 
warding obsequious instruments of their 
ambition, are willing to corrupt, there will 
never be wanting needy, unprincipled, and 
aspiring persons to receive the infection. 
But can men be really ^reat, really honour- 
able—can they be patriots and philanthro- 
pists—can th^ be zealous and sincere 
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friends to law, order, and religion, who 
thus hesitate not to break down all the 
fences of honoUr, truth, and integrity; 
and render their, administration of ailairs 
more' similar to the juggling tricks of 
confederate sharpers, than to the grave, 
ingenuous conduct of statesmen, renowned 
I for theii: wisdom and revered for their 
virtue? Do men thus exalted, whose con- 
duct is a model, and whose opinion is 
oracular, mean to teach a great nation 
that conscience is but a name, and honour 
a phantom? No books of those inno- 
vators, whom they persecute, contribute to 
discredit the system, which these men 
support, so much as their own sinister 
measures of self-defence. 

There is little hope of preventing the 
.a>rniption of the diurnal Papers by any 
reroonstraiice addressed to men, who, en- 
trenched behind wealth and power, scorn 
to yield at the summons of reason. There 
may be more hope in appealing to the 
readers and encouragers of such papers. 
>Do they wish to be di^eived? Is It pleasant 
to be misled by partial, mutilated, and 
distorted narratives ? Is it manly to become 
voluntary dupes? Or is it honourable, is it 
honest, to co-operate with any men, for 
any purposes, in duping others? No; let 
the Press, however it ma^r be perverted 
by private persons, to the injury of societv, 
he preserved by the public, by men hizh in 
office, the giiturdians of every valuable in- 
stitution, as an instrument of good to the 
comauinity, as the support of truth, as the 
l^ump of knowledge. 

Tnough the Liberty of the Press should 
be preserved, yet let it be remembered, 
that the corruption of the Press, by high 
and overbearing influence, will be almost 
as pernicious to a free country as its de- 
struction. An imprimatur on the Press 
would spread an alarm which would im- 
mediately remove the restraint; but the 
corrupition of the Press may insinuate itself 
unperceived, till the spirit of Despotism, 
promdted by it, shall at last connive at, or 
even consent to, its total abolition. 

Section VII. 
ThtfaMtnuMe Invectives agaitut Phi" 
lowphy and ReoioUy a Proof of the 
' • ^rit of Detpotitm. 

PERSONS who owe all their pre- 
.'' eminence to the merit of their fore- 
fathersy or to casual events, which con- 
stitute good fortune, are usually desirous 
pf fixing a standard of dignity, very dif- 
ferent from real worth, and spare no pains 
to depreciate personal excellence ; all such 
excellence as is, in 'fact, the most honour- 
able, because it cannot exist without talents 
or virtues. Birth and riches, ^hion and 



rank, are in their estimation infinitelv 
more honourable and valuable than all 
the penetra^g sagacity and wonderful 
.science of a Newton. Such persons value 
Newton more as a knight than as a phi- 
losopher ; more for the title bestowed upon 
him bv Queen Anne, than the endowhient 
given him by God, and improved by his own 
meritorious exertion. 

Upon thb principle, many men in our 
times, who wish to extend and aggrandize 
that Power, from whose arbitrary bounty 
they derive ail the honour they are capable 
of acquiring, endeavour to throw contempt 
on Philosophy. It may indeed be doubted, 
whether they all know the meaning ef thb 
word ; but they know it implies a merit not 
derived from princes, and therefol'e they . 
wish to degrade it. Their fountain of ho- 
nour, they conceive, has no resemblance, 
in its nature or efficacy, to the famed foun- 
tuns of Parnassus : it conveys no inspiration, 
except that which displays itself in die 
tumour of pride. 

The present age lias heard upstart noble- 
men give to philosophers (whose genius 
and discoveries entitle them to rank, in 
Reason's table of precedency, above every 
nobleman in the Red Book) me opprobrious 
appellation of wretches and miscreants. 
Philosophv and philosophers have been 
mentioned, by men wnose attainments 
would only qualify ihem for distinction in a 
ball-room, with expressions of hatred and 
contempt due only to thieves, murderers, 
the very outcasts and refiise of human 
nature. 

The mind is naturally led to investigate 
the cause of such virulence, and to ask how 
has Philosophy merited this usag from the 
tongue of factitious grandeur. The resent- 
ment expressed agamst Philosophy is ex- 
pressed with a peevishness ana acrimony 
that proves it to proceed from the sense of 
a sore place. How has pride been so se- 
verely hurt by Philosophy? It has been 
exposed, laid open to the eye of mankind 
in all its nakedness. Phil(»bphy has held 
Hie scales, and rejected the coin that wanted 
weight. Philosophy has apphed the touch- . 
stone, and thrown away ttie counterfeit. 
Hence the spirit of Despotism is incensed 
against Philosophy; and if proclamations 
or cannon-balls could destroy her, her per- 
dition would be inevitable and eternal. 
Folly exclaims aloud, ** Let there be no 
light to detect my paint and tinsel." But 
happily, the comniand of FoUy, however 
imperial her tone, ia not the fiat of Omni- 
potence. Philoso{^y therefore will survive 
tlie anathema ; and, standing on the rock 
of truth, laugh at the artillery of conf<Mle- 
rated despots. 

When she deserts truth, she no longer 
deserves to be called Philosophy; and it 
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imiMbe ownedytliat when fthc has attacked 
Relieion, she Las wdy lost her repiitation. 
But here it is wdlwM'th^ of remark, that 
those who now most bitterly revile her, 
^ve themselves little concern about her, 
till she descended U) PMks. She might 
have <2ontinued to ai^ue against religion ; 
and many of her present opposers would 
have joined in her cry with alacrity: but 
the moment she entered on the h^ly ground 
of politics, the ignorant grandees shuddered 
at the profanation, and <* Avarnit, Philoso^ 
phy,'' was the word of alarm. 

Philosophy,, so far from deserving con^ 
tempt, is the glory of human nature. Man 
approaches by contemplation 'to what we 
conceive of celestial purity and excellence. 
Without the aid of Philosophy, the mass of 
mankind, ail over the terraqueous globe, 
woMld have sunk in slavery and supersti- 
tion,, the natural consequences of gross 
ignorance. Men at the very bottom of 
society, havje been enabled by the natural 
talents they possessed, seconded by favour* 
able opportunities, to reach the highest im- 
provements in i^ilosophy ; and have thus 
lifted up a torca iii the valley, which has 
exposed the wealmess and deformit)^ of the 
castle on the mountain, from which the 
oppressors sallied, in the night of dark- 
ness, and spread desolation with impunity. 
Despots, the meanest, the basest, the most 
bruital and ignorant of the human race, 
would have trampled on die rights and the 
happiness of men unresisted, if Philosophy 
had not opened the eyes of the sufferers, 
shewn them their own power and dignity, 
and taught them to despise those giants of 
poiprer, as they appeared through the mist^ 
of ignorance, who ruled a vassd world with 
a mace of iron. libeilyis the daughter 
of Philosophy; and they who detest the 
ofspriogt ao all that they can to vilify and 
discountenance the mother. 

But let us calmly consider what is the 
ol>J€tet of this Philosophy, so formidable 
In the eyes of those who are bi^ed to 
^cient abuses, who hate every improve- 
pent, and who wish to subject the- many 
t9 the oontroul of an arbitrary few. Philo- 
sophy is ever employed in finding out what- 
ever IS GOOD, and whatever troe. She darts 
her eagle eye over all the busy world, de- 
tects error and mischief, and points out 
modes of improvement. . In the multiform 
state of human affairs, ever obnoxious to 
decay and abuse, it is her's to meditate on 
the means of melioration, ^he wishes to 
demolish nothing but what is a nuisance* 
To build, to repair, to strengthen, and to 
poliahy these are the works which she de- 
lights to plan ; and in concerting .the best 
methods of directing their accomplishment, 
she consumes thie midnight oil. How can 
sihe. disturb hun)$n affitirs, since she dwelk 



iii eontemplation; and4escend8 noi to action ? 
neither does she impel others ta action by 
the arts of delusiie eloqnence. She applies 
to Reason alone; and if Reason is not 
convinced, all that she has done, is swept 
away, like the web of Arachne. 

But it is modern philosophy, and FreacA 
philosophy, which gives such umbrage to 
the lovers of old errors, and the favourers 
of absolute power ; just as if Phik>sophy- 
were mutable by time or place. Philoso- 
phy, by which I mean the investigation 
of the good and tru^, on all subjects, is 
the same, like the sun^ whether it shines 
in China or Peru. Truth and good' are 
eternal and immutable; and then$foi*e 
Philosophy, which is solely attached to 
these, IS still one ahdthe same, whether 
ancient or modem, in llngland or in 
France. . 

It is Sophistfy^ ?aid not Philosonhy, which 
is justly reprobated ; and there nas at aH 
times been more sophistry displayed by the 
sycophant defenders of despotism, than by 
the friends to liberty. England has ever 
abouxided with sophistsi, when the high pre- 
tQgative notions, Toryism, and Jacobitism, 
ami the servile principles which flow from 
them, hive required the support of elo- 
quence, either written or oral. Besides our 
modem Fiimers, we have had an army of 
ten thousand mercenary speakers and 
writers, whose names are as little remem^ 
bered as their venal productions. Such 
men, contending against the light of na^ 
ture, and common sense, have basn obliged 
to seek succour of sophistry. Theirs is the 
philosophy, falsely so Called, which deserves 
i^probation. They have had recoursetovBR'- 
B OS ITT, to puzzle and peirplex the plainest 
points; they have seduced the reader from 
the direct road of common sense, to dehide 
his imagination in the fairy land of meta- 
phor; t&y have fine-spun their arguments 
to a degree of tenuitjr neither tangible nor 
visible, that they might excite the awe 
which is always fek tor the incomprehen^ 
sible by the ignorant; and, at the same 
time, elude the refutation of the learned 
and the wise : they have acquired a lubri* 
city, which, like the eel, enables them to 
slip from the grasp of the captor, whom 
they could not have escaped, hy the fair 
exertion of inuscular vigour. Animated ^ 
with the hope of reward from that pow^ " 
which they labour to extend, they have> 
like good servants to their masters, be- 
stowed art and labour in proportion to the 
weakness of their cause : tney have assum- 
ed an air of wisdom to impose on the mul- 
titude, and utteted the language of knavery 
and folly with the grave confidence of an 
omole. It is not necessary to cross the 
Channel* in order tx> find Sophistry deck- 
ing herself^ like the ass in the skin of tht 
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UoQ, vitb thft.veileraUe name ef Philoso* 
pby. » 

Aa we value a free Press, or wish to prc» 
serve a< due esteem for genius and science, 
let US ever lie on our guard, when we hear 
6REAT MEN, possessin^ neither genius. nor 
science, rail a^;sunst Philosophy. Let us re- 
membep^ that it was a Roman tyrant, in the 
decline of all human excellence, (when Pro- 
vidence permitted such monsters to shew 
tibe worla tfa« deformity of despotism,) who 
wished to extinguish the light of learning - 
hy abolishing the finest productions of loyalty, which disregarded the nilmg pow- 



to attention by the propaeators of ^d in* 
human, anti««hristian idolatry. 

Let us consider a.mooieat the mischief 
this artifice has in former times occasioned 
to our country. It attached great numbers 
to the family of the Stuarts, after they had 
forfeited all right to the crown; to the jver* 
toni of the Stuarts, and for a long period, 
harassed the- lawful king and the people of 
this nation with wars, afiihns, seditions, and 
treasons. Tory zealoU shed their blood 
freely on the impulse of Ihis mreasooable 



genius. There are mco, in recent times, 
who display all the prnpensities of a Cali- 
gula; be it the People's care that. they 
never possess his power. 

Sectiow VIIL, 

Of Loyalty^ and eertain misiaken 
Ideas of it, 

^H£ mas& of the community, on whom 
^ the arts of delusion are chiefly prac- 
tised by politicians, are seldom accurate in 
the use of words : and amOng others which 
they misunderstand, and are led, by the 
satellites of despotism, to misapply, is the 
term, Loyalty. 

Loyalty means, in its true sense, a firm 
and faithful adherence to the law and con- 
stitution of the community of which we ar^ 
members. If monarchy be a part of that 
constitution, it. cerUunly means a firm and 
^thful attachment to the person of the 
monarch, as well as to the monarchical 
form^ and all the other branches of the sys- 
tem. It is nearly synonymous with fideli* 
ty ; but as fidelity may be actuated solely 
by principles of duly, lo^'alty seems, in its 
common acceptation, to include in it also a 
sentiment of affection. It is the obedience 
of love, and anticipates compulsion. It is 
a sentiment, which all good men will feel, 
Svhen they live under a good government 
hunestiy administered. 

But mark the disingenuity of men im-. 
pelled by high church, high tory, or jaco- 
bitical principles. They would limit this 
liberal comprehensive principle, which 
takes in the whole of the constitution, and 
therefore tends ta.the conservation of it all, 
in its fuUintegrity ; they would limit it to 
the penow of the monarch, to that part of 
the whole, which favours, in their opinion, 
their own purposes, and the extension of 
power and prerogative, the largesses of 
which they hope to sluure in reward for 
their sycophantic zeal, their slavish, selfish^ 
perfidious adulation. 

They represent this confined loyalty as a 
religious duty, partaking the nature of 
divine worship. They set up an idol, and 
command all men, upon tncir duty, to 
adore' it. The people are not entitled . even 



ers of their oountrv established by law; 
and, in promoting the interest of a dispos- 
sessed individual, considered a whole peo- 
ple, either as a non-entity, or as worthy- to 
be sacrificed for one man. Sueh men, act- 
ing in consistency with their principles of 
false loyalty, would have drenched their 
country*^in blood to restore an exiled Nero, 
of the true-bred, royal &mity. 

Narrow Loyalty, like this, which is but 
another luime for Bigotry, must ever be 
inimical to a monarch limited by laws, 
wisbiDg to govern by them, and owing his 
seat on his throne to a revolution, to the 
expulsion of a pT»-ocoupant> and the refusal 
of a pretender's claim. , It must ever keep 
alive a doubt of his tiUe. If it afi»um« 
the appearance of afiection for him, it may 
be suspected as the kiss of Judas. If it 
should seduce him to extend fatis power be- 
yond the constitational limits, it woidd 
lead him to destruetion, and involve a 
people in all the misery of revolutiooaij 
disorder. Is, then, such loyalty a public 
virtue? In cunning men it is but mean' 
servility endeavouring to ingratiate itself 
with tne prince, for honours and emolu- 
ments. In the simple ones, it is silly su- 
perstition. In both, it is injurious* to the 
king of a free country and to the oonstitu- 
tion. It confines that attention to one 
branchy which ought duly to be distributed 
among AiiL, and to eomprehend, in its 
attacmnent that main root and ttocky from 
which all the branches grow, the peopls 

itT LARGE. 

Nevertheless, suc^ is the subtle policy of 
those who are actuated by the prindples of 
Tories, Jacobkes, Royalists, Despots, fcall 
them by which name you please,) thatmey 
continue to represent every sj^rited effort in 
favour of the people's rights, as oridnating 
in disloyalty. The best firiends to tne odn- 
stitutk>n in its purity, and therefore the best 
friends to the limited monarch, are held 
out, both to public and to royal detestation, 
as disaffected to the person of the prince. 
Every strataeem is used to delude the com- 
mon and unthinking part of the people into 
a bdief, that their only way of dist^aying 
loyalty b to display a most servile obse- 
quwusaess to 4ho tiirone^ and to oppose 
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every popular measure. The procurers of 
addresses couch them in the most unmanlv 
language of submission, and approach with 
^a degree of prostration of sentiment^ wor- 
thier to be received by the great mogul 
qr the Chinese emperor, thsui the chief 
magistrate of a free jpeople. The compo- 
sers and presenters or such testimonies of 
loyalty, hoping for knighthood at least, if 
not some more splendid or substantial eflect 
of royal gratitude, exhaust the language of 
all its synonymous terms to express their 
abject servility. Yet, after all, of such a 
nature is their loyalty, that, if a Stuart or a 
Robespierre were the possessor of power, 
their mean and hollow professions of attach- 
ment would be equally ardent and impor- 
tunate. Tht power* that he are the powers 
which they worship. The proffer oi their 
lives and fortunes is the common sacrifice. 
But to distinguish their loyalty, they would 
go ferther than the addressers of the foolish 
and unfortunate James, and present their 
very souls to be disposed of by their earthly 
Deity, knowing it to be a «a/*e oblation. 

As great respect is due to the office of the 
supreme magistrate, so also is great affec- 
tion due to his person, while he conducts 
himself with proprie^, and consults the 
happiness of the people. The most de- 
corous language should be used to him, the 
most respecttul behaviour preserved to- 
wards him ; every mode adopted of shewing 
him proofs of love and honour, on this side 
idokttfy. Arduous is his task, tlioueh 
honourable. It should be sweetened by 
every mode which true and sincere loyalty 
can devise. I would rather exceed than 
fall short of the deference due to the office 
and the man. But I will not pay a Umited 
monarch, at the head of a free people, so 
ill a compliment, as to treat him as if he 
were a despot, ruling over a land of slaves. 
I cannot adopt tiie spirit of despotism in a 
land of liberty ; and I must reprobate that 
&lse, selfish, adulatory Loyalty, which, 
seeking nothiog but its own base ends of 
avarice or ambition, and feeling no real at- 
tachment either to the person or the office 
of the kin|^, contributes nevertheless to 
diffiise bv its example, a servile, abject 
temper, highly promotive of the despotic 
spirit. 

But the ministers of state have some- 
times presumed so far on present posses- 
sion of power, as to attempt to make the 
'people believe that a loy€tUy)& due to them ; 
tliat an opposition to their will, is a proof of 
defective loyalty ; a remonstrance against 
their measures, a mark of disaffection. 
They have not been unsuccessful. 1 he 
servile herds who come forward into public 
life, solely to he bought vp, when market* 
able, are, for the most part^ more inclined 
to worship thj^ minister than the .moparch. 



While it is the priest who divides among 
the sacrificers the flesh of the victim, 
many attend with devotion at the sacrifice, 
who are more desirous ofpropitiaiting the 
priest than the Dei^. There are many 
who, if they had it in their power, would 
make it constructive treason to censure any 
minister, whose continuance in place is 
necessary to realize their prospects of 
riches and titular distinction. Such men" 
wander up and down society as spi^, and 
mark those who blame the minister^ as 
persons to be suspected of disloyalty. They, 
usually fix on them some nickname, in., 
order to depreciate their characters in the/ 
eyes of the people, and prevent them from 
ever rising to such, a degree of public 
esteem as might render them competitors 
for ministerial douceurs. Associations, are 
formed by such men, under pretence, of 
patriotism and loyalty, but witli no other 
real design, than that of keeping the minis-, 
ter in nlace, whom they hope to find a 
bountiml paymaster oi their services, at the 
public expence. 

True Loyalty has no connexion with all 
this meanness and selfishness. True loyalty 
is manly, while obedient, and/espects itself^ 
while it pays a voluntary and cheerful de- 
ference to autliority^ and the persons in- 
vested with it. It throws sordid consi- 
derations aside, and having nothing in view 
but the general good, bears an affection, 
and shews that affection, to the whole of 
a system established for the preservation of 
order ai7d liberty. It is not miseuided by 
pompous names, nor blinded by me glitter 
of external parade ; but values offices and 
officers in tnei state, for the good they ac-^ 
tually promote, for the important functions 
they perform, for the efficient place they 
fill in the finely-constituted machine of a 
well-regulated community. 

Such Loyalty, I believe, dofss abound in 
England, notwithstanding the calumnies of 
interested men, who would misrepresent 
and cry down all real patriotism, that their 
own counterfeit may obtain currency. Men 
who ]Yossess such loyalty will be found the 
best friends to kings ; if ever those times 
should return, which are said to afford the 
truest test of friendship, the times of adyer-. 
sity. 

May those times never come! But ^ret 
let us cherish the true Loyalty and explode 
the false; because the true is the best 
security to limited monarchy and consti- 
tutional liberty : while the false, by (Mlftis- 
ing a spirit of despotism, equallv inimical 
to the constitution and to human happiness/ 
is destroying the legal limitations, Under- 
mining the established systems, and in- 
tioduang manners and principles at once 
degrading to human nature, and pregnant 
with miseiy to nations. . . 
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' Section IX. 
On taking advantage of Popular Com-' 
motions, accidental Excesses, and 
foreign RevolutionSy to extend Pre- 
rogative and Power, arid encroach on 
the Liberties of the People. 
'T^HE riot» in London, which, to the dis- 
■* grace of magistracy, and the boasted 
vigilance of ministers, (richly paid as they 
are, to guard the public safety,) arrived from 
contemptible beginnings to a formidable 
magnitude in the yfear 1780, have been 
considered by courtiers, and those who are 
continually labouring to exalt prerogative at 
the expence of liberty, as extremely favour- 
able to their purpose. They caused an uni- 
verssd panic. The cowardice, folly, and 
perhaps wickedness of certain public func- 
tionaries, were the true cause of the exten- 
sive mischief; but the excesses of a few 
most wretched rioters, who scarcely knew 
what they were doing ; children, women, 
and drunken persons, were attributed to the 
People. Arguments were drawn from the 
event against popular characters, popular 



not deceived in calculatinig the effects rc;- 
sulting from this total dereliction of duty on 
the part of the civil magistrate. Almost 
imtaediately a damp was cast on the gene- 
rous ardour, which, under a Wyvill, a 
Richmond, a Portland, and a Pitt, was 
seeking the salvation of the country, in a 
well-timed and deliberate reform of the 
House of Commons. A few, indeed, re- 
mained equally zealous in the virtuous 
cause ; but die minds of the many were 
palsied by the panic; and seemed ready to 
acquiesce under every corruption attended 
with tranquillity, rather than rii^k a reform, 
which, they were taught to believe, could 
not be effected without popular commotion. 
Torybm saw the change with delight, and 
employed all its influence in augmenting 
and continuing the political torpor. 

In a few years the public mind seemed to 
have relinquished its intentions of effecting 
a speedy reform. It seemed to adopt the 
physician's maxim. Malum bene* positum 
ne moveto; an^ hesitated to undertake the 
removal of a local pain, lest it should throw 
the mc^rbid matter over the whole habij;. 
The fear of exciting a general inflammation 



books, popular assemblies, and in favour of prevented men from probing and cleaning 

military coercion. Military associations in • * • t_ .i__ ^:_-„ 

the capital were encouraged, and the bank 
of England became a barrack. Liberty has 
few votaries in comparison with Property. 
The alarm was artfully encreased, and the 
spirit of despotism grew under its operation. 
The Tory and Jacobite party exulted over 
the ruins, and would have rejoiced in build- 
ing a Bastille with the dilapidations. " See," 
said they, as they triumphed over the scene, 
" the effects of power in the hands of the 
People!*' 

But the truth is, the people, the grand 
mass of the community, were not at all 
concerned in effecting the mischief; for 1 
cannot call a fortuitous assemblage of boys, 
beggars, women, and drunkards, the people. 
The first irregularities might have been sup- 
pressed by the slightest exertions of manly 
spirit. But those who were possessed of 
efficient places and their emoluments, en- 
joying the sweets of office without suffering 
a sense of its duties to embitter them, dis- 
played no spirit, and left it to be fairly in- 
ferred that they had it not. The people at 
large were not to be blamed for these un- 
fortunate events; the whole of the culpa- 
bility belonged to the appointed ministers 
. of the law, m whom the people trusted and 
were deceived. The blame, however, was 
laid on the people; and those who, from 
their arbitrary prmciples^ wished to discredit 
all popular interference m government, re- 
joiced at the calamity, as an auspicious 
event, confirming all their theories and 
justifying their practice. 

The artful cncroachers on liberty were 



the inveterate ulcer. In the mean time, 
the sore is growing worse, and if not 
stopped in its progress, must terminate in 
a mortification. 

Thus important and extensive were thjft 
consequences of a popular tumult, danger- 
ous indeed and terrible in itself, but artfully 
exaggerated and abused by interested cour- 
tiers, for the prevention of parliamentary 
reform, and the discredit of all popular pro- 
ceedings. When any appeal to the people 
was in agitation, on any business whatever, 
it was sufficient to say, "Remember the 
riots," and the intended measure was im- 
mediately relinquished. A glorious oppor- 
tunity for the growth of despotic opinions ! 
The high-church and high-government 
bigots rejoiced as if they had gained a com- 
plete victory. They already sang Te Dtum. 

But in the midst of their tnumphs, as 
human affairs are seldom Iqng stationary, 
the French revolution commenced. Every 
honest and enUghtened mind exulted at ic^* 
but the news was like a death-bell to the 
ears of the sycophants. So large, so power- 
ful a part of Europe emancipated from the 
fangs of despotism, blasted all the budding 
hopes of those who were rather meditating 
the establishment than the demolition of 
iabsolute rule. Aristocratical pride was 
mortified. Every sullen sentinaent, every 
angry passiori, rose in the disappointed 
bosom of that ambition, which seeks its 
own elevation on the depression of the 
people. But liberty and humanity syrapii- 

• l"houffh this evil is malum mal6 positum. ' 
D 
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thized in the joy of millions restored to th^ 
rights which God and Nature gave them ; 
and which had been gradually stolen from 
them by the spirit of despotism, acting, for 
mutual aid, in alliance with superstition. 

But the morning which rose so beautifuUy 
in the political horizon of France was soon 
overclouded. The passions of leaders, jea- 
lous of each other, menaced from within 
aiid from without, hunted by surrounding 
enemies till they were driven to phrenzy, 
burst forth in tremendous fury. Cruelties, 
which even despots might shudder to perpe- 
trate, were the effects of a situation ren- 
dered dangerous in the extreme, and almost 
desperate, by the general attack of all 
neighbouring nations. The friends of li- 
berty and humanity wept; but the factors 
of despotism triumphed once more. "Here,'' 
said they, '* we have another instance of 
the unfitness of the people for the posses- 
sion of power, and the mischievous effects 
of excessive liberty." Every art which in- 
genuity can practise, and influence assist in 
Its operation, was exerted to abuse and 
vilify the French revolution. Associations 
were formed to disseminate childish books, 
favouring the spirit of despotism, addressed 
to the meanest of the people, who yet had 
top much sense to be seduced by senti- 
ments, doctrines, and language calculated 
only for the meridian of the nursery. Pro- 
secutions and persecutions abounded ; and 
it became sedition to hint the propriety of 
parliamentary reformation. The alarmists, 
as they were called, were so successful in 
propagating the old tory tenets, under the 
Favourable influence of the panic of real 
danger, and the detestation which French 
executions had justly occasioned, that some 
of the stanchest friends of the people, men 
brought into the country at the revolution, 
owing all their honours and emoluments to 
it, and hitherto professed and zealous 
whigs, deserted the standard of liberty, and 
took distinguished posts under the banners 
of the enemy. 

The spirit of despotism now went forth 
with greater confidence than it had ever 
assumed since the expulsion of the Stuarts. 
Its advocates no longer sculked ; no longer 
walked in masquerade. They boasted of 
their principles, and pretended that thev 
alone were friends to law, order, and relir 
gion. They talked of the laws of England 
not being severe enough for the punishment 
of sedition, and boldly expressed a wish that 
tlie laws of Scotland might be adopted in 
their place. Active promoters of parlia- 
mentary reform were now accused of 
treasonable intentions by the very persons 
who were once loudest in their invectives 
against the corruption of the House of Com- 
mons. Newspapers were hired to calum- 
niate the best fnends of freedom. Writers 



appeared in various modes, commending 
the old government of France ; and pouring 
the most virulent abuse on all who pro- 
moted or defended its abolition. Pnests 
who panted for nreferment preached despo- 
tism in their pulpits, and garretteers who 
hungered after places or pensions, racked 
tlieir invention to propagate its spirit by 
tlieir pamphlets. Fear in me well-meanina;, 
-self-interest in the knavish, and systema& 
subtilty in the great party of tones, caused 
a general uproar in favour of principles and 
practices hostile to constitutional liberty. 

It is, however, the nature of all violent 
paroxysms to be of transient duration. Th^ 
friends of man may therefore hope that 

Eanic fears, servile sycophantism, and art* 
il bigotry, will not lone prevail over cool 
reason and liberal philanthropy. The drun- 
ken delirium will pass o£f ; and sober sense 
will soon see ana acknowledge, that the 
accidental evils which have arisen in a 
neighbouring nation, during a singular 
struggle for liberty, can be no arguments 
in favoiH of despotism, which is a constant 
evil of the most destructive nature.- The 
bod^ in high and robust health is most 
subject to the beat of an inflammatory fe- 
ver ; but no man in his senses will there* 
fore cease to wish for high and robust health. 
Sensible men, and true friends to the 
constitution, and therefore to the king, who 
forms so considerable a part of it, will ht 
on their guard against false alarms excited 
by courtiers ; lest in the fear of some future 
evil, from popular commotion, they kiy 
aside that everwaking vigilance which is 
necessary to guard the good in possession, 
their constitutional liberty, from the secret 
depredation of the artful spoiler, who is al* 
ways on the watch to encroach on popular 
rights and privileges. 

Riots, tumults, and popular commotions^ 
are indeed truly dreadful, and to be avoided 
with the utmost care by the lovers of li- 
berty. Peace, good order, and security to 
all ranks, are the natural fruits of a free 
constitution. True patriots will be careful 
to discourage every thins which tends to 
destroy them ; not only because whatever 
tends to destroy them tends to destroy all 
human happiness, but also because even aa 
accidental outrage in popular assemblies 
and proceedings, is used by the artful to 
discredit the cause of liberty. By the ut- 
most attention to preserving the public 
peace, true patriots will defeat the maliciouSi 
designs of servile courtiers ; but, whatever 
may happen, tiiey will not desert the caus<^ 
of human nature. Through a dread of li- 
centiousness, they will not forsake thq. 
standard of libert^. It is the part of fools 
to fall upon Scylla in striving to avoid Cha^ 
rybdis. Who but a fool would wish to 
restore the perpetual despotism of the pld 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Cheapness of Human Life the Effect of Despotism, 



French government, fhroiigh a dread of the 
transient outra^s of a Parisian tumult? 
Both are despotic while they last. But the 
former is a torrent that flows for ever ; the 
latter only a land flood, that covers the 
meadows to-day, and disappears on the 
morrow. 

Dr. Price has a passage so applicable to 
tJie present suhject, that I shall beg leave 
to close this section by the citation of it : 
and oil the mention of his name, I must 
pay a trifling tribute to his memory, which 
IS the more necessary, as his character has 
been scandalously aspersed by those who 
a(re ever busy in discrediting the people and 
their friends, and who, pretending a love of 
goodness and religion, blacken with their 
foulest calumny those who are singularly 
remarkable for both, for no other reason 
tiian that, under the influence of goodness' 
a(nd religion, such persons espouse the cause 
of freedom, and prefer the happiness of 
millions to the pomp and pride of a few 
aspirants at unlimited dominion. Meek, 
gentle, and humane ; acute, eloquent, and 
profoundly skilled in politics and philoso- 
phy; take him for all and all, the qualities 
of his heart, with the abilities of his head, 
and you may rank Price among the first 
ornaments of his age. Let his enemies 
produce from all their boasted despots and 
despotical Satraps, any one of his contem- 
poraries whom, in the manner of Plutarch, 
they may place by his side as a parallel. 
Posterity will do him the justice of which 
the proud have robbed him, and snatch 
him from the calumniators, to place him in 
the temple of personal honour, high among 
the benefactors to the human race. 

But I return from the digression, into 
which I was led by an honest indigna^ 
tion against the vilest of calumnies against 
the best of men. These are the words of 
Dr. Price : 

'^ Licentiousness and despotism are more 
nearly allied than is commonly imajgined. 
They are botli alike inconsistent with li- 
berty, and the true end of government; nor 
is there any other difference between them, 
than that one is the liceiUioumess of great 
MEN, and the other the licentiousness of 
little men ; or that by one, the persons and 
pr<M)erty of a people are subject to outrage 
and invasion from a king, or a lawless body 
of grandees; and that by the other, they 
are subject to the like outrage from a law- 
less mob.' In avoiding one of these evils, 
mankind have often run into the other. But 
all well-constituted governments guard 
equally against both. Indeed, of the two, 
the last is, on several accounts, the least to 
be dreaded, and has done the least mis- 
chief. It may truly be said, if licentious- 
ness has destroyed its thousands, despotism 
has destroyed iU millions. The tbrmer 
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having little power, and no system to sup- 
port IT, necessarily finds its own remedy; 
and a people soon get out of the tumult 
knd anarchy attending it. But a despotism, 
wearing a form of government, and being 
armed with its force, is an evil not to be 
conquered without dreadful struggles. It 
goes on from age to age, debasing the hu- 
man faculties, leveling all distinctions, and 
preying on the rights and blessings of so- 
ciety. It deserves to be added, Uiat in a 
state disturbed by licentiousness, there is 
an ANIMATION which is favourable to the 
human mind, and puts it upon exerting its 
[>owers ; but in a state habituated to despo- 
tism, all is still and torpid. A dark and 
savage tyranny stifles every effort of ge- 
nius, and the mind loses all its spirit and 
dignity." 

Heaven grant, that in guarding against a 
fever, we fall not into a palsy ! 

Section X. 

When Human Life is held cheap, it is 
a Symptom of a prevailing Spirit of 
Despotism. 

^PHERE is nothing which I can so re- 
* luctantly pardon in the great ones of 
this world, as the little value they entertain 
for the life of a man. Property, if seized* 
or lost, may be restored ; and without pro- 
perty, man may enjoy a thousand delight- 
ful pleasures of existence. The sun shines 
as warmly on the poor as on the rich ; and 
the gale of health brcatJies its balsam into 
the cottage casement on the heath, no less 
sweetly and salubriously than into the por- 
tals of the palace. But can the lords of 
this world, who are so lavish of the lives of 
their inferiors, with all their boasted power, 
give the cold heart to beat again, or relume 
the light of the eye once dimmed by the 
shades of death ? Accursed despots, shew 
me your authority for taking away that 
which ye never gave, and cannot give ; for 
undoing the worK of God, and extinguish- 
ing the lamp of life which was illuminated 
with a ray from, heaven ! Where is your 
charter to privilege murder? You do the 
work of Satan, who was a destroyer; and 
your right, if you possess any, must have 
originated from the father of mischief and 
misery. 

There is nothing so precious as the life 
of a man. A philosopher of antiquity, who 
possessed not the religion of philanthropy, 
who knew not that man came from hea- 
ven, and is to return thither; who never 
heard the doctrine authenticated, that man 
is favoured with a communication of the 
divine nature by the holy Spirit of God ; 
yet, under all these disadvantages, main- 
tained that, homo est res sacra, that every 
human creature 18 consecrated, ta 
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GoD^ aqd therefore invioliible by his fellow 
man, witliout profanation. All the gold of 
Ophir, all the gems of Golconday cannot 
buy a single life, nor pay for its loss. It is 
.above all price. 

Yet take a view of the world, and you 
will immediately be led to conclude, that 
scarcely any thing is viler than humaa life. 
Crimes which have very little moral evil, if 
any, and which therefore cannot incur the 
vena;eance of a just and merciful Deity, are 

rinished with death at a human tribunal, 
mean state crimes; such actions, conduct, 
speeches, as are made crimes by despots, 
but are not recognized as such in the aeca- 
Ipgue; such as may proceed from the 
purest and most virtuous 'principle, from 
the most enlarged benevolence, from wis- 
dom and unaffected patriotism ; such as may 
proceed from mere warmth of temper, 
neither intending nor accomplishing any 
mischief; the mere effects of error, as 
innocent too in its conseouences as its ori- 
gin. But the despot is offended or fright- 
ened ; for guilt trembles at the least alarm, 
and nothing but the blood of the accused 
can expiate the offence. 

Yetnumerous as are the innocent victims 
of the tribunal, where to offend the state is 
the greatestabomination that man can com- 
mit, they are lost and disappear when com- 
Sared to the myriads sacrificed to the 
emon of war. Despotism delights in war. 
It is its element. As the bull knows, by 
instinct, that his strength is in his horns, 
and the eagle trusts in bis talons ; so the 
despot feels his puissance most, when sur- 
rounded by his soldiery arrayed for battle. 
With the sword in his hand, and his artil- 
lery around him,, he rejoices in his might, 
and glories in his greatness. Blood must 
mark his path ; and his triumph is incom- 
plete, till death and destruction stalk over 
the land, the harbingers of his triumphant 
cavalcade. 

We hear much of necessary wars ; but 
it is certainly true, that a real, absolute, 
unavoidable necessity for war, such as alone 
can render it just, has seldom occurred in 
the history of man. The pride, tlie wanton 
cruelty of absolute princes, caring nothing 
for human life, have in all ages, without 
tlie least necessity, involved £e world in 
war; and therefore it is the common cause 
of all mankind to abolish absolute power ; 
and to discourage, by every lawful means, 
the spirit that leads to any degree of it No 
individual, however good, is fit to be trusted 
with so dangerous a deposit. His goodness 
may he corrupted by the magnituoe of the 
trust; and it is the nature of power, un- 
controlled by fear or law, to vitiate the best 
dispositions. He who would have shud- 
dered to spill a drop of blood, in a hostile 
contest, as a private inan^ shall deluge whole 



provinces, as an absolute prince, and laugh 
over the subjugated plains which he has 
fertilized with human gore. 

What are the chief considerations with 
such men, previously to going to war, and 
at its conclusion ? Evidently the expence 
of MONEY. Little is said or thought of the 
lives lost, or devoted to be lost, except as 
matters of pecuniary value. Humani^, 
indeed, weeps in silence and solitude, m 
the 'sequestered shade of private life; but 
is a single tear shed in courts, and campji, 
and cabinets? When men high in com- 
mand, men of fortune and family, faU« 
their deeds are blazoned, and they figure in 
history ; but who, save the poor widow and 
the orphan, enquire after the very names of 
the rank and file ? There they he, a mass 
of human flesh, not so much regretted by 
the despots as the horses they rode, or the 
arms they bore. While ships often so down 
to the bottom, struck by the iron thunder- 
bolts of war, and not a life is saved \ the 
national loss is estimated by the despot, 
according to the weight of metal wasted, 
and the magnitude and expence of the 
wooden castle. 

Ploratur lachrymis amissa pecuuia veris I 

Jov. 

God, we read, made man in his own 
image ; and our Saviour taught us that he 
was the heir of immortality. God made 
no distinction of persons; but behold a 
being, born to a sceptre, though a poor, 
puny, shivering mortal like the rest, pre- 
sumes to sell, and let out for hire, these 
images of God, to do the work of butchers, 
in any cause, and for any paymaster, on 
any number of unoffending fellow-creatures, 
' who are standing up in defence of their 
hearths, their altars, their wives, their chil- 
dren, and their liberty. Great numbers of 
men trained to the trade of human butchery 
are constantly ready to be let to hire, to 
carry on the work of despotism, and to sup- 
port, by the money they earn in this helUsb 
employment, the luxurious vices of the 
wretch who calls them his property. Can 
that state of human aflairs be right and 
proper, which permits a miscreant, scarcely 
worthy the name of a man, sunk^ in efi^ 
minacy, the slave of vice, often the most 
abominable kind of vice, ignorant and ilfi- 
terate, debilitated with disease, weak in 
body as in mind, to have such dominion pf 
hundreds of thousands, his superiors by 
nature, as to let them out for pay, to murder 
the innocent stranger in cold blood ? 

Though, in free countries and limited 
monarchies, such atrocious villany is never 
permitted, yet it becomes the friends ot 
liberty and hiimanity to be on their guard 
against the prevalence of any opinions and 
practices which depreciate man, as man, 
and vilify human fife. None can tell to 
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-what enormous depravity small concessions 
may lead ; when the horror of crimes is 
gradually softened by the wicked arts of 
proud intriguers, idoUzing grandeur and 
trampling on poverty. 
. What shall we tiiiink of the practice of 
what is called crimping ? Is it to be allowed 
in a free country ? Are not men bought, 
inveigled, or forced by it, as if they were 
cattle, beasts of the field or the forest, and 
capable of becoming the property of the 
purchaser or the captor ? If a nation should 
behold with patience such a practice in- 
creasing and encouraged by the great, woukt 
there not be reason to suspect, that it bad 
lost the spirit of freedom, and was preparing 
to submit its neck to the yoke of despotism! 
Is not an impressed sailor or a kianapped 
soldier one of the images of God ? Is he not 
entitled to all the rights of nature, and the 
society of which he is a member ? Does 
pHOvcrty disfranchise a mau, rob him of his 
rights, and render his / i/e a commodity to 
be bought and sold, or thrown away, at the 
will of a rich man, who is enabled to take 
advantage of his want, and add to the 
misfortune of indigence the curse of slavery ? 
Are a few pieces of silver to be allowed, 
by connivance, if not by legal permission, 
as the price of blood, when poverty, but 
not the will, consents to the sale ? 
. Even, if boxing were ever to become a 
spectacle patronized by princes, and encou- 
ra^d by a people, there would be reason 
to lear lest man, as man, had lost his value; 
lest life were estimated of little price; and 
lest the spirit of despotism were gradually 
insinuating itself into the community. 
There would be reason to fear lest times, 
like those of the latter Roman emperors, 
were returning, and that men might be 
kept like wild beasts, to be brought on the 
stage and fight for pubhc diversion, and to 
be murdered for the evening*s amusement 
of fashionable lords and ladies, at an opera- 
house. 

, The dignity of human nature, in despo- 
tical countries, is treated as a burlesque. 
A man is less dignified than a pampered 
horse, and his lite infinitely less valued. 
. 9ut in a land of liberty, like ours, every 
man slfould learn to venerate himself and 
his neighbour, as a noble creature, depen- 
dent only on God, on reason, on law. Life, 
under such circumstances, is a pearl of 
great price. Every human being, under 
such circumstances, is of equal value in the 
sight of God. They, therefore, who, in 
consequence of civil elevation, hold any 
ipnan's life cheap and vile, unless he has 
forfeited his rights by enormous crimes, 
are guilty of rebellion a^nst God, and. 
Qught to be hunted out oiT society ; as the 
wolf, once the native of England's forests^ 
V^as exterminated from the isla^id. -. . 



Section XI. 

Indtfferenee of the middle dn^d lower 
Claues of the Peoplb to pubHe Af^ ' 
favn, highly favourable to the ^M" 
croachmenU of the Tory Principle^ 
and therefore to the Spirit of De- 
spotisfii, 
''PHE opinion, that the majority of tlie 
-^ p EOPLE have no concern in political dis- 
quisitions, is at once insulting and injuri- 
ous. They who maintain it, evidently 
mean to make a separation in the minds of 
men, between the government and the 
nation. It is insulting to the nation, as it 
insinuates that they are either incapable or 
unworthy of interfering ; and it is injurious 
to the government and the whole com- 
munity, as it renders that power, which 
ought to be an object of love, an object of 
terror and jealousy. 

Such an opinion is fit only for a country 
subject to absolute power, and in which the 
people, considered only as conquered slaves, 
bold their lives and all their enjoyments at 
the will of the conqueror. As it originates 
in despotic principles, so it tends to produce 
and diffuse them. 

. As to the intellectual abiUties of the 
people, it is certain that some of tlie ablest 
statesmen, lawgivers, and men of business, 
have originated from that order which is 
called Plebeian. There is a singular vigour 
of mind, as well as of body, in men who 
have been placed out of the reach of luxiiry 
and corruption by their poor or obscure 
condition ; and when this vigour of mind 
has been improved by a competent educa- 
tion, and subsequent opportunities of en- 
perience and observation, it has led to very 
hl^h degrees of mental excellence. Ple- 
beians have arrived at the very first rank 
in all arts and sciences; and there is 
nothing in politics so peculiarly abstruse or 
recondite, as to be incomprehensible by in> 
tellects that have penetrated into the pro- 
foundest depths of philosophy. 

As to the right of the people Xp think, 
let him who denies it, deny at the same 
time their right to breathe. They can no 
more avoid thinking than breathing. God 
formed them to do both ; and though states- 
men often act as if they wished to oppose 
the will of the Deity, yet happily they want 
the power. And since men must think, is 
it possible to prevent them from thinking 
of the government? upon the right con- 
duct of which depend dieir liberty, their 
property, and their lives. It is their duty 
to watch over the possessors of power, lest 
they should be prevented, by the encroach- 
ing nature of power, from leaving to their 
posterity that freedom which they inherit- 
ed j ^ natural right, prescm^d from the 
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oppressor's infringement by the blood of 
their virtuous ancestors. 

But sudh is the effect of political artifice, 
under the management of cotirt sycophants, 
that the middle ranks of people are taught 
to believe, that they ought not to trouble 
themselves with affairs of state. They are 
taught to think that a certain set of men 
come into the world like demigods, pos- 
sessed of right, power, and intellectual 
abilities, to rule the earth, as God rules the 
universe, without control. They are taught 
to believe that free inquiry and manly re- 
monstrance are the sin of sedition, lliey 
are taught to believe, that they are to 
labour by the sweat of their brow to get 
money for the taxes : and when they have 
paid them, to go to work again for more, to 
pay the next demand witfiout a murmur. 
Their children may starve : they may be 
obliged to shut out the light of heaven, and 
the common air which me beasts on the 
waste enjoy; they may be prevented from 
purchasing the means of artificial light in 
the absence of natural: they may be dis- 
abled from procuring a draught of whole- 
some and refreshing beverage after the 
day's labour which has raised the money to 
pay the tax ; they may not be able to buy 
the materials for cleanliness of their per- 
sons, when defiled by the same labour ; yet 
they must acquiesce in total silence. They 
must read no obnoxious papers or pamphlets, 
and tiiey must not utter a complaint, at the 
house where they are compelled to go for 
refireshment, which the tax prevents them 
from enjoyingat home witfi their little ones. 
Yet they have nothing to do with pubHc 
afl^rs : and if they shew the least tendency 
to inquiry or opposition, they suffer a double 

Imnisnment, first, from their lordly land- 
ord and employer, and secondly, from pro- 
secution for turbulence and sedition. 

The legal punishments attending the 
expression of discontent, by any overt-act, 
are so severe, and the ill-grounded terrors 
of them so artfiilly disseminated, that 
rather than incur the least danger, they 
submit ili' silence to the hardest oppression. 

Even the middle ranks ard terrified into 
a tame and silent acquiescence. They 
learn to consider politics as a dangerous 
subject, not to be touched without hazard 
of liberty or life. They shrink therefore 
from the subject. They will neither 'read 
nor converse upon it. They pay their con- 
tribution to a war, and take a minister's 
word that it is just arid necessary. Better 
part with a little money patiently, since 
part with it we must, say they, than by 
daring to investigate the causes or conduct 
of public measures, risk a prison or a gibbet. 

Great and opulent landholders often ex- 
ercise a despotism in their petty dominions, 
which stifles the voioe of truth, and blinds 



the eye of inquiry. If tenants utter a 
sentiment in public, adverse to the courtly 
opinions of the ^eat man, who is looking 
up to a minister tor a douceur for hiraselt, 
his sons, his natural sons, or his nephews, 
or cousins, the beneficial lease will not be, 
renewed at its expiration. What has suclf. 
a fellow to do with politics? Fine times, 
indeed, when rustics dare to have an opi- 
nion on the possibililty of avoiding a war, 
which a minister has declared unavoidable ! 
A thousand modes of harassing and em-! 
barrassing the subordinate neighbour, who 
dares think for himself, are practised by 
the slavish rich man, who, possessing 
enough to maintain a thousand poor fami- 
lies, IS yet greedily grasping at a place or a 
pension ; or, if he Be too opulent to think 
of such addition, which is seldom the case> 
still views with eager eye and panting heart, 
at least a baronetage, and perhaps a coro- 
net, glittering on high with irresistible 
brilliancy. 

Groiss ignorance, unmanly fear of punish- 
ment, and obsequiousness to overgrown 
aristocrats, at once servile and tyrannic, 
operate in conjunction to prevent the middle 
and lower ranks from attending to the con- 
cerns of the community, of which they are 
very important members; contributing to 
its support by their personal exertions, meir 
consumption of taxed commodities, and the 
payment of imposts. 

There is also an habitual indolence which; 
prevents many from concerning themselves 
with any thuig but tiiat which immediately 
affects their pecuniary interest. Such per- 
sons would DC content to live under tiie 
Grand Seignior, so long as they might eat, 
drink, and sleep in peace. But such must 
ne^er be the prevailing sentiment of a 
people, whose ancestors have left them the 
inheritance of liberty, as an estate unalien- 
able, and of more value than the mines of 
Peru. Such indolence is treachery to pos-p 
terity ; it is a base and cowardly dereliction 
of a trust, which thev who confided it are 
prevented by death from guarding or with- 
drawing. 

The middle and lower ranks, too nume- 
rous to be bribed by a minister, and almost 
out of the reach of court corruption, con- 
stitute the best bulwarks of liberty. They 
are a natural and most efficacious check on 
the strides of power. They ought therefore 
to know their conseguence, and to preserve 
it with unwinking vigilance. They have a 
stake, as it is called, a most important 
stake, in the country. Let not the over- 
grown rich only pretend to have a stake in 
the country, and claim from it an exclusive 
privilege to regard its concerns. The mid- 
dle ranks have their native freedom to pre- 
serve ; their birtihright to protect from the 
dangerous attacks of enormous and over- 
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bearing affluence, tnasmuch as liberty and 
security are more conducive to happiness 
than exeessive riches, it must be allowed, 
that the poor man's stake^ in the country is 
as great as the rich man*s. If be should 
lose this stake, his poverty, which was con- 
soled by the consciousness of his liberty and 
security, becomes an evil infinitely a^ra- 
vated. He has nothing left to defend him 
from the oppressor's wrong and the proud 
man's contumely. He may soon degenerate 
to a beast of burden ; for the mind sinks 
with the slavery of the condition. But 
while a man feels that he is free, and fills a 
respectable rank, as a freeman, in the com- 
munity, he walks with upright port, con> 
scions, even in rags, of comparative dignity. 

While the middle and lower ranks 3G- 
quaint themselves with their rights, they 
sliould also impress on their minds a sense 
of their duties, and return obedience and 
allegiance for protection. 

To perform the part of good members of 
the community, their understandings must 
be duly enlightened, and thev must be en- 
couraged, rather than forbidden, to give a 
close attention to all public transactions. 
^Disagreements in private life are often 
justly called misunderstandings. It is 
through want of clear conceptions, that 
feuds and animQsities frequently happen in 
public. The mawy are not so mad as they 
are represented. They act honestly and 
zealously according to their . knowledge. 
Give them fair and full information, and 
they will do the thing that is right, in con- 
seauence of it. But nothing more gene- 
rally and justly offends them, than an 
attempt to conceal or distort facts which 
concern them ; an attempt to render them 
the dupes of interested ambition, planning 
its own elevation on the ruins of their in- 
dependence. 

I wish, as a friend to peace, and an ene- 
my to all tumultuary and riotous proceed- 
ings, that the mass of the people should 
understand the constitution, and know, 
that redress of grievances is to be sought 
and obtained by appeals to the law ; by ap- 
peals to reason ; without appealing except 
m cases of the very last necessity, which 
seldom occur, to the arm of violence. I 
advise them patiently to bear, while there is 
but a hope of melioration, even flagrant 
abuses, if no other mode of redress appears, 
for the present, but convulsion. I would 
exhort them not to fly from the despotism 
of an administration, to the desptism 
of an enraged populace. I woiild have 
them value the life, the tranquillity, the pro- 
perty, of the rich and great, as well as those 
. of the poor and obscure. I would wish them 
to labour at promoting human happiness in 
all ranks, and be assured, tlrnt happiness, 
like health, is not to be eqjoyed in a fever. 



To accomplish these ends, I think too 
much pains cannot be bestowed in teaching 
them to understand the true nature of civS 
liberty ; and in demonstratbg to them, th^t 
it is injured by all excesses, whether the 
excesses originate in courts or cottages. 

And surely those men are neither friends 
to their country nor to human nature, who, 
for the sake of keeping down the lower 
orders, would object to teaching the people 
the value of a pure representation, free suf- 
frage, a free press, ana trial by jury. These 
are the things that are most likely to en- 
dear the constitution to them, to render 
them truly loyal, cheerfully obedient, and 
zealously peaceable. 

It is not the delusive publications of in- 
terested and sycophantic associators which 
can produce this valuable purpose. Writ- 
ings so evidently partial persuade none but 
those that arc already persuaded ; and de- 
ceive none but those that are willing to be 
deceived. Truth only will have weight 
with the great body of the people, whp 
have nothing to hope from ministerial 
favour, or to fear, while the constitution 
is unimpaired, from ministerial displeasure. 

Let liie people then be at liberty, unin- 
terrupted by persons actuated by tory and 
high prerogative principles, to study poli- 
tics, to read pamphlets, and to debate, if 
they choose it, in societies. The more they 
know of a good constitution and a goo4 
administration, the better they will behave. 
Ministry jieed not hire newspapers, or em- 
ploy spies. Let them build their confidence 
m truth and justice, and the enlightened 
people will constitute its firmest buttress. 
Let it never be said, that the people have 
nothing to do with politics, lest it should 
be inferred, that such poUtics have no rer 
gard to the people. 

Section XII. 
7%e despotic Spirit is inclined to dis*- 

courage Commerce^ as unfavourable 

to its Purposes, 

S man a reasonable creature? Is he then 

most perfect and happy, when his con- 
duct is regulated by reabon ? If so, then 
the boasted age of chivalry was an age of 
folly, madness, and misery. It was an age 
in which a romantic imagination triumphed 
by force over the plainest and strongest de- 
cisions of common sense. It was an age ii^ 
which pride and wanton insolence trampled 
on the rights and happiness of human na- 
ture. To express my idea of it in a word, 
it was an age of QUIX0TISM^ in which £u-« 
rope appeared as one vast country of bedla- 
mites. Yet, wonderful to relate, men have 
lately arisen, pretending to extraordinary 
degrees of the distinctive faculty of man, 
professing, the most unbounded philan- 
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thropy, but at thesaine tittle regretting that 
the age of chivalry is no more. 

The truth is, the spirit of chivalry was 
highly fevourable to the spirit of despotism. 
Every feudal baron was a petty tyrant, 
little diflferin^ from the chieftam of banditti. 
They were Absolute sovereigns over their 
vassals. Their castles were fortified palaces, 
from which they issued, regardless of 
government or law, like lions or tigers from 
their deas, to deform the land with blood 
and devastation. What was the situation 
of the People, the million, in those days of 
mischievous folly ? It was scarcely better 
than that of the negroes in the islands of 
America. And are these times to be re* 

fBtted in tUe present day ? Yes, certainly^ 
those who pine at seeing the condition 
the multitude meliorated, and who con- 
sider the unfortunate part of their fellow- 
creatures as a herd of swine. 

At this period of English history, slaves, 
natives of England, were bought and sold 
on English ground, just in the same man- 
ner as the negroes in Africa. One of the 
chief articles of export from England, in 
the time of the Anglo-Saxons, was the 
Slave. Slaves were always appendant to 
manors, like the stock of cattle on a farm. 
They were attached to the soil, and were 
conveyed or descended with the estate, 
under the name of villains regardant, gleba 
adscript it a. They were never considered as 
citizens ; they had no vote, no rights ; and 
were in every respect, in the eye of the 
great men who possessed them, like goods, 
chattels, and beasts of burden. 

As honest labour was considered as 
SLAVISH, so also was every kind of Trade. 
The only class esteemed, was that which we 
!^uid nc'v call Gentlemen or Esquires. 
And what was their employment ? De- 
struction of their fellouy-creatures. They 
neithw totUd nor spun ; but they wielded 
the sword, and shea blood under the ban- 
ners of their chief, whenever he thought 
proper to wage war with an unoffending 
neighbour. They were, however, lionour- 
able men; all, all honourable men. But 
honour will not fill the belly, nor clothe the 
back; and pride was obliged to stoop for 
food, raiment, dwellings, and all the com- 
forts and accommodations of life, to the 
villain and vassal ; who were exactly in the 
rank occupied by modem tradesmen, me- 
chanics, and artisans. . The Gentleman of 
those days availed himself of their labour 
and ingenuity, and then despised them. 
The Gentlemen of modern days, who ad- 
mire the age of chivalry, and who adopt 
tory and arbitrary principles, would be glad 
to consider this usefiil and ingenious class 
of citizens in the same light. ** Perish our 
commerce, live our constitutiom Perish 
the loom, the plough, the hammer, the 



axe; but flourish the sword. Sink thie 
merchant ship, but let the man of war 
ride on the waves in all her glory." 

Such sentiments resemble those of the 
feudal barons, the most despotic Gentlemen 
that ever disgraced human nature. The 
old feudal barons, however, cuuld not al- 
ways find employment for the sword at 
home ; and Peter the monk told them they 
would be rewarded in heaven by waging 
war on Palestine. They embarked with 
the blessings of the Pope on their banners. 
It was a tortunate event for the despised 
vassals who were left at home. Both com- 
merce and liberty are greatly indebted to 
the crusades for their subsecjuent flourish- 
ing state. In the absence ot the tyrants, 
the tradesmen and artisans exercised their 
art and industry on their own account, and 
gradually acquired a degree of indepen- 
dence. Many 6f the barons never returned 
to oppress them. Many returned, greatly 
injured in strength, spirit, and property. 
Consequentiy they lost their power. Char^ 
ters were now sold or granted, and Com- 
merce lifted up her front in defiance ot 
Pride, that, looking down from her castlfe 
on the ship and manufacturer, despised her 
lowly occupation, while she envied her 
Opulence. The country was enriched by 
arts which the nobles deemed vile. The 
mass of the people acquired property, and 
with it, power and mdependence. The 
tyranny of the feudal system, and the non- 
sense of chivalry, which endeavoured to 
create a fantastic merit, independent of 
virtue and utilty, soon vanished when th^ 
human mind was at liberty to think for it^ 
self; and men were emboldened to act 
freely by a consciousness of possessing 
skill and property. 

But while the human heart is Subject to 
pride, and fond of power, the spirit of ty- 
ranny, which actuated the old barons in 
feudal times, will manifest itself, in some 
mode or degree, whenever opportunities 
occur. Commerce was despisea under the 
late monarchy in France ; and commerce, 
we have -reason to think, is looked upon 
with a jealous eye in England, by those 
who are violentiy attached to senseless 
grandeur. 

Men of this description are averse to 
commerce, not only from pride, but from 
policy. Tliey see commerce enriching and 
exaitmg plebeians to a rank in society 
equal to their own; and often furnishing 
the means of luxurious enjoyment and 
splendour, which they themselves, with all 
the pride of birth and the presumption of 
office, cannot support. Though a war may 
injure trade, and ruin manufacturing towns, 
yet it is eagerly engaged iri, if it gratifies / 
the revenge of courts, and the pride of 
nobles. Its-ill efiects on ^mmcrce may be 
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a .recommendation of it to those who ex- 
claim, " Perish coTrmierce, live our comtUu- 
tionJ' It reduces that aspiring greatness 
of die merchant, which treads on the heels 
of the grandee, and overtops him. It 
bleeds the body which appears in the eyes 
of the great to shew symptoms of plethora. 
It clips the wings which seem ready to 
emulate the flight of the eagle. It lops 
the tree which gives umbrage by its shadow. 
The favourers of absolute power would 
have a nation of gentlemen soldiers, of 
courtiers, and of titled noblemen ; and they 
view with pain, a nation of gentlemen mei* 
chants, of men independent both in spirit 
and fortune, enlightened by education, im- 
proved by experience, enriched by virtues 
and useful exertion, possessing principles 
p^ honour founded on honesty, and there- 
fore quite as scrupulous and nice as if they 
had been bred in idleness, bloated with the 
pride of ancestry, tyrannically imperious 
over the active classes, and at the same 
time abject slaves to courtly fashion. 

But, as in a commercial nation, it is im- 
possible to prevent men of this description 
from sometimes acquiring princely fortunes, 
it becomes a very desirable object, among 
the politicians attached to arbitrary power, 
to corrupt the principal commercial houses, 
by raising in them the spirit of vanity and 
ambition. They have already acquired 
money more than sufficient for all the pur- 
poses of aggrandizement. The next object 
is honour ; that is, a title. A baronetage is 
a charming lure to the whole family. Any 
favour, indeed, from the court is a feather. 
A title is now and then judiciously bestow- 
ted. This operates on the rising; race, and 
teaches them to undervalue their indepen- 
dence in competition with the smile of a 
minister. The minister, indeed, has means 
of gratifying the avarice as well as the 
vanity of the commercial onler. Contracts 
are delicious douceurs to the aspiring 
trader : they not only enrich, but lead to a 
connexion with the powers that be, and 
pave. with gold the road of ambition. 

But the sun of Tory favour which irra- 
diates the tops of the mountain, seldom 
reaches the vale. The millions of humbler 
adventurers in i commerce and manufac- 
ture, who are enriching their country, and 
accommodating human life, in ten thou- 
sand modes that require both virtue and 
skill,' are viewed by the promoters of arbi- 
trary power with sovereign contempt. The 
trulh is, that most of these, notwithstand- 
ing the disdain with which they are treated, 
are some of the most independent mem- 
bers of the community. They constitute a 
very large portion of the middle rank. 
They, are a firm phalanx, and commonly 
enlisted on the side of liberty. They can 
scarcely be otherwise; for tl^ey have little 



to hope or fear from those who call them^- 
selves their superiors. They perfornii a 
work, or vend a commodity, equivalent to 
the compensation they receive ; and owe no 
obligation beyond that which civility or 
benevolence, towards those with whom they 
negociate, imjrases. The customer applies 
to them for his own convenience. If they 
be fair traders thev vend their wares at thi 
market price; and if one will not accede to 
it, they wait patiently for another offer. 
They do not think themselves bound to 
make any unmanly su})missioiis to those 
who deal with them for their own advaa- 
tage, 

A numerous body of men like these, pos^ 
sessing, in the aggregate, a vast property^ 
and, consequently, if they could act in con- 
cert, a vast power also, cannot but be an 
object of uneasiness to the copartners in a 
proud aristocracy, wishing to engross t6 
themselves the whole wond, with all its 
pleasures, honours, emoluments, and rights; 
As they cannot destroy this body, their 
next endeavour is to vilify it, to render 
it insignificant, to discourage its attention 
to putflic affairs, to lessen its. profits, and to 
em harass its operations, by taxes on its most 
vendible productions. They would gladly 
render a tradesman as contemptible in 
England as it was in France before the re«- 
volution. In France, we all know, under 
its despotic kings, no virtue, no merit, n^ 
services to the public or mankind, could 
wipe off the filthy stain fixed on the charac^ 
ter by merchandize. The poorest, most 
villanous and vicious idiot, who partook of 
noblesse, would have been esteemed, in 
that unhappy period, infinitely superior to a 
Gresham, a Barnard, or a Skinner. 

My purpose in these remarks is to ex- 
hort the mercantile order to preserve their 
independence, by preserving a just sense of 
their own dignity. I see with pain and 
alarm the first men in a great city, the 
metropolis of the world, whose merchants 
are princes, crowding with slavish submis- 
sion to the minister of the day, seconding 
all his artful purposes in a corporation, 
calling out the mihtary on the slightest 
occasion, at once to overawe the mi^ltitude, 
and at the same time to annihilate their own 
civil and constitutional autiiority . If they 
would but preserve their independence, and 
retain a due attachment to the people, and 
the rights of their fellow-citizens, their 
power and consequence would be infinitely 
augmented, and the very minister who 
buys or cajoles them would hold them in 
high estimation. Ultimately, perhaps, 
their present sordid views might be accom- 
plished with greater success; as they cer- 
tainly would be, if accomplished at all, with 
more honour and satisfaction. 

Instead of separating their- interests^ I 
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would say, let our commerce and our con- 
stitution ever flourish together. Certain I 
^1, that a flourishing commerce, by giving 

E>wer and consequence to the middle. and 
wer ranKs of the people, tends more 
than all the military associations to pre 
serve the genuine spuit of the constitution. 

Skction XIll. 
The Spirit of Despotism displaying it- 
self in private Life^ and proceeding 
tf^ence to avail itself of the Church 
tmd the Military. > 

1M[ANY who enjoy the great advantages 
^^^ of distinguished rank and enormous 
wealth, either hereditary or acquired, not 
contented with those advantages, seem, by 
their behaviour, to envy the less fortunate 
of their species the little happiness they re- 
tain in their humble sphere. Unsatisfied 
with the elevation which their birth or for- 
tune has given them, they wish to trample 
on their inferiors, and to force them still 
lower in society. Base pride 1 sordid greedi- 
ness of wretches, who, notwithstanding 
they are gratified with all external splen- 
dour>apd pampered, even to loathing, with 
plenty of all ffiod things, yet insult those 
who minister to their luxuries, and who 
(however deserving by virtue all that the 
i)thers possess by chance) sit down with a 
b^ce competence, and often in want of real 
necessaries, food, raiment, and habitation. 
The, insolence of many among the great, 
who possess neither knowledge nor virtue, 
nor aqy quality useful to mankind, and the 
l^ptempt with which they look down upon 
men, whom, though both virtuous and use- 
ful, they call their inferiors, excites the 
honest indignation of all who can think and 
feel, and who are remote from the sphere 
of Q»rrupting influence. The natural sen- 
sations of an honest heart revolt against it. 
It is not only. most. highly culpable in a 
moral view, but extremely dangerous in a 
pohtical. It arises from the genuine spirit 
of despotism, and if not checked by the 

Ole, must lead to its universal prevajence. 
i a spirit would allow no rights to the 
poor, but those which cannot be taken 
away, fwh as the swine possess ; the rights 
^f mere animal nature. Such a spirit hates 
the people, and would gladly annihilate all 
of them, but those who administer to pride 
and luxury, either as menial servants, de- 
pendent tradesmen or mechanics, or com- 
mon soldiers, ready to shed their own and 
others blood for a morsel of bread. 

$ven the beasts are held in higher ho- 
nour by niany aristocrats than the poor peo- 
ple in their vicinage. Dogs and horses are 
fed, lodged, nay, the horses sometimes 
clothed sumptuously; while the poor la- 
bourers in the. cot on the side of tne com* 
mon^ are starved, scarcely sheltered by 
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tlieir roofs, and almost naked. As you 
ride by the splendid palace and extensive 
park of some inheritor of overgrown opu* 
tence, some fortuQate adventurer* some 
favpured contractor, pensioner, or placeman, 
you behold stables and dog-kennels erected 
in a style of magnificence ; externally grand^ 
and internally commodious. The dogs 
and horses are waited on by men appointed 
for the purpose, and more amply paid than 
the labourer, who rises early and late takes 
rest, in the work of agriculture or manu- 
facture^ After viewing the magnificent 
•tables, proceed a little rarther, and you see, 
on the road-side, and in die village, wretch- 
ed houi^s, without glass in the windows; 
the poor labourer, his wife, and children in 
rags; scarcelv able to procure the smallest 
fire in the coldest weather, threatened with 
prosecution if they pick up sticks in the 
park ; and, if they refuse to endure extreme 
cold and hunger, in danger of being hanged, 
and certain of imprisonment. 'Die great 
man, who spends much of his time in 
the stable and kennel, and who caresses 
the horses and dogs, condescends not to 
enter the cottages. He receives the lowly 
obeisance of the inhabitants without return*- 
ing it. Look at yonder comer of his park, 
and you see a board with an inscription, 
threatening all who enter with MAN-traps 
and spring-guns^ If, tempted by hunger, 
the poor man should venture to caXtSi a 
hare or partridge, the horse-whip b threaten- 
ed, and perhaps inflicted, in the first in* 
stance.: and on a repetition of the atrocious 
crime, he and his whole family are turned 
out of their cottage ; happy if himself be 
not imprisoned, though tne bread of th^ 
helpless depends on his liberty and labour. 

This petty tvrant of a village domain 
shall, nevertheless, think himself entitled 
to represent the next borough in parliament. 
What can be expected from such a wretch, 
but that he should be as servilely mean and 
obsequious to a minister, as he is cruel and 
unfeeling in his behaviour to the poor of his 
vicinity? He has shewn already the dispo- 
sitions of a Nero and Domitian in minia^ 
ture; and if he could obtain a throne, his 
sceptre would be a rod of iron. He would 
be inclined to consider a\\. the people as a 
tribe of POACHERS. 

If no considerable district of a country 
be without such overbearing despots;, if 
they are viewed without abhorrence, and 
considered as assuming only the common 
privileges of country gentlemen; if. such 
men, availing themselves of a corrupt state 
of representation, often procure a snare in 
the legislature; is not that country, if 
there be such an one, in danger of being 
overrun with the spirit of despotism ? Are 
not the YEOMANRY, who are usually tenants 
of these lordly Nimrods, likely to be inr 
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ftiehcecl ' by them, through fear of losing 
their farms, in their votes, and in all their 
sentiments and conduct? And will not 
Liberty lose some of her ablest, as they 
were probably ainong her sincercst and 
manliest, defenders, when the yeomanry 
desert her banners ? 

Among all that description of persons 
v^ho have been lately called Aristocrats, 
proud and selfish in their nature, Tories 
and Jacobites in their' political principles, it 
is obvious to remark the most haughty, 
overbearing manners in the transactions of 
cUinmon hffe, in their domestic arrange- 
itTfents, in their pleasurable excursions, their 
visits, Aeir conversation, and general in- 
tercourse. In ail these, their grand object 
is to keep the vw/gar, under which appel- 
lation they comprehend many truly, though 
not nominally, noble, at a distance. They 
form a little world of their own, and entitle 
it, the circles of fashion. Folly and vanity 
govern this little world with despotic rule; 
and virtiie, learning, usefulness, have no 
claim to admission into it. Pride, servility 
to courts, and a mutual though tacit agree- 
ment to treatth'e people with contempt^ are 
among the principal recommendations to it. 
The grand secret of its constitution is to 
claim dignity, distinction, power, and place, 
exclusively, without the painful labour of 
deserving either by personal merit, or by 
services to the commonwealth. 

These people push themselves forward 
to notice at all public places. Though 
they contribute no more than others to the 
support of such places, (for they are sordidly 
parsimonious,) yet they claim a right to 
dictate every regulation. Coimtenanced 
by each otner, theV assume at theatres a 
bold behaviour, isuch as argues a sovereign 
contempt of the canaille. They talk loud, 
they laugh loiid, th^ applaud each other's 
wit, they strut with airs of perfect self-com- 
placency; but would not be supposed to 
cast an eye at the inferior crowd, whose 
admiration they are at the same time court- 
ing, by every silly effort of pragmatical 
vanity. They cannot live long at home. 
No; they must have the eyes of tlie very 
people whom they affect to despise, con- 
stantly upon their persons, their coaches, 
their livery servants ; or else y^ealth loses 
itfe power to gratify, and grandeur is no bet- 
ter than insignificance. 

Nothing flatters such persons more, than 
to have a number of their fellow-creatures 
engaged as servants about their persons^ 
witn nothing to do, or with such employ- 
ments as a MAN, properly so called, could 
not endure to have done by another. It 
adds greatly to their happiness, if they can 
clothe these superfluous misnisds in very 
fme and costly dress, far excec<ling any 
thing which the middle yet independent 
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ranks of the people can either afford or' 
would choose to display. They also choose 
that their footmen should be handsome in 
their persons, as well as sumptuously 
clad ; the intention being to lead the spec- 
tator to exclaim, when even the servants 
are such respectable personages, " how 
stupendously great must be the lordly 
master!*' 

A court, with all its forms and finery, is 
the very element of such persons. They 
flatter about it like butterflies in the sun- 
^ine ; and happy he, who, in his way to' 
it, excites the most admiration of his gaudy^ 
coach and coat in the crowd of St. James's-' 
street; that crowd, which nevertheless they 
scorn, through fear of pollution, to look at, 
with eyes destined in a few minutes to en- 
joy the beatific vision of royalty. But as di 
court is their delight, no wonder that their 
s^timents onpolitical matters are perfectly 
courtier-like. They are for extending the 
powers and prerogatives of royalty, from a 
selfish idea that they can recommend them- 
selves to the notice and patronage of courts- 
by servile compliance, by riches and pomp; 
Whereas the people would require personal 
merit as the passport to their favour. They 
think the people have little to Kestow but 
bare esteem, or such offices as are ho- 
nourable only in proportion as they are well 
oV ill-discharged; such as require virtues' 
and abilities: whereas a court can bestow 
on its favourites, without requiring painful 
virtues, ribands, garters, stars, ana titles, 
all which gratify superficial minds by their 
external finery anq distinction, indepen-' 
dently of any idea that they are, or should 
be, the public rewards of long and faithful 
services, in promoting the welfare of the 
community, and the happiness of the hu- 
nnan race. 

To form an adeauate idea of the proud 
and frivolous minds of those who are in- 
tent On nothing but aggrandizing them- 
selves by augmenting the power of courts 
and ministers, whose favour they seek with 
the most despicable meanness, it will be 
necessary to entertain right notions of the 
court of France, and the manners of the 
noblesse, previously to the revolution. 
" The two great aims" (says an observing 
French writer) " of the modem courtiers of 
Frsmce, like some of another nation, were 
dissipation, and the weans of repairing the 
ruinous consequences of that dissipation to 
their private fortunes. To obtain the for- 
mer end, they pursued her through all the 
fantastic?^ labyrinth of versatile folly; and 
to accomplish the latter, they startled at no 
depravity or corruption which presented 
itself." Thus the greatest persohages in 
the nation were most distinguishable for 
vice and meanness; the sole object was 
to indulge in every vain and every sen- 
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sual gratificatioo, and then to procure 
jplaces and appointments, the profits of 
which were to pay the expences of pride 
and debauchery. The financier robbed the 
people. The great (as they are abusively 
called) received the stolen goods; and the- 
people, in return for their property thus ex- 
torted from them, were at once oppressed, 
plundered, and despised. If a nobleman, 
impoverished by his enormous vices and 
silly vanitv, married into a rich but plebeian 
family, they called this degrading con- 
duct, tlie taking dung to fertilize their 
estates. At the same time, pollution as it 
was to marry the honest daughter of an 
honest lyerchant, they prided themselves in 
choosing for mistresses not only the lowest, 
but the most vicious persons, opera-dancers, 
and actresses, notorious for prostitution. 
Such were many of the courtiers, the 
noblesse, and sticklers for arbitrary power, 
in France: and have there not appeared in 
other nations, instances of similar conduct 
in. persons of similar rank, and similar 
political principles? 

In France, bishoprics were usually con-' 
sidered as genteel provisions for the sons 
.of noble families . Religious considerations 
had little influence in the appointment of 
them. Learning was not a sufficient re- 
commendation. Blood was the prime re- 
quisite. If by chance a man, with every 
kind of merit proper for that station, rose to 
a bishopric, witliout the recommendation of 
blood, ne was despised by tlie fraternity, 
and called a bishop of tortune. I have 
heard in England such men as Dr. Watson, 
and Dr. Porteus, and Dr. Seeker, witli all 
their learning, spoken of as men that must 
npt think tliemselves of any political con- » 
sequence ; as men who should be satisfied 
with their goodfortunCy and not pretend to 
vie with the Norths, and Cornwallises, and 
Keppels. How would such men have 
despised Jesus Christ and the poor fisher- 
men! yet they love bishoprics, so far as 
they contribute to secular pomp and parade. 

A similar spirit must produce similar con- 
duct. Therefore those who would not wish 
the manners of the French, as they existed 
before the revolution, to prevail in their 
own country, will check the spirit that 
gives rise to such manners, by every ra- 
tional means of opposition to it. That spi- 
rit and those manners at once supported the 
French monarchy, and caused its abolition. 

Indeed, the overbearing manners of the 
ToRU^s, or friends of arbitrary power, are 
so disgusting in private life to evitry man 
of sense ana independence, that they must 
be exploded, wherever sense and indepen- 
dence can prevail over the arts of syco- - 
phantism. The^ are no less offensive to 
humanity, and injurious to all the sweet 
equality of social intercourse, than they are 



to public liberty. Observe one of these' 
persons, who swells to an unnatural size of • 
self-conseauence, from the emptiness of his 
head and the pride of his heart, entering a 
coffee-house or public room at a watering- 
place. To shew his contempt of all around 
him, he begins whistlings or beating a tune 
with his fingers or with a stick on the table. 
He stands with his back to the fire, holding 
up the skirts of his coat, protruding his lips, 
picking his teeih, adjusting his cravat, sur- 
veying his buckles, and turning out his 
knees or toes ; shewing, by every sign he 
can think of, his own opinion of his own 
importance, and his sovereign contempt 
for the company. Presently he calls the 
waiter with a loud voice and imperious 
tone. " Damn you. Sir, why don*t you 
bring me a paper ? " Then after strutting 
up and down two or three times, viewing 
himself in the glass, bowing through the 
window to a coach with coronets on the 
sides, he hastily rushes out, shutting the 
door with a sound that disturbs the whole 
room. He steps back a moment, and 
having hallooed to the waiter — " Has Sir 
John been here?" shuts the door still 
louder, and departs to the other rooms, to 
display the same airs of self-importance* 

Listen to him while he gives orders to . 
his servants or workmen. - His tone is So 
imperious, you might imagine them ne- 
groes, and himself a negro-driver. And 
nappy, he thinks, would he be, if the laws 
of this country would allow him to use the 
whip at once, instead of wearing out his 
precious lungs on such low-bom wretches. 
But as he dares not use the whip, (and 
indeed, he is generally a coward as well as 
bully,) he makes up for it as well as he can, ' 
by threatening to use it on all occasicms, 
whenever his will is not minutely and in- 
stantaneously executed. He urges the pro- • 
priety of keeping these people at a distance, 
making them know their station, and pre* 
serving his own dignity. Porters, hackney- 
coachmen, chairmen, whoever is so unfor- 
tunate as to be obliged, throueh poverty 
and a low station, to minister to nis luxury, 
are sure, at the same time, to) be insulted 
by his insolence. He joays no more than 
others ; often less ; but ne swears and calls 
names. In truth, he considers this order 
of useful people, certainly respectable when 
honest, sober, and industrious, as not of the 
same fiesh and blood with himself, but to 
be ranked with the ass and the swine. 

Animos servorum et corpora nostr^ 

Materi4 constare putat, paribusque elementis ? 
** O Demens ! ita servus homo est ?"• Juv. 

* Have servants souls ? — and are thei^ bodies 
then 
Of the same fleslh and blood as gentlemen .' 
Have servant sW/^/i/^ of men to plead? O sure 
Tis madness thus to patruuise'the poor. 
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• Th\i proud' pretender to superiority, this 
sneaking slave of courts, and tyrant of his 
household, would monopolize not only all 
the luxuries of habitation, food, raiment, 
vehicles, attendants, but all notice, all re- 
spect, all consideration. The world was 
made for him, and such as he, to take their 
pastime in it. His family, his children, his 
nouse, must all he kept from plebeian con- 
tamination. It is worth whde to observe 
the fences of his premises, his high rails, 
gates, the walls before his house, me grim 
porter at his door, and the surly mastiff, 
taught to hunt down the poor man and 
the stranger that sojourns near the magni- 
ficent ' palace of selfish grandeur. The 
well-barred portals, however, fly open at 
the approach of lords and dukes ; and he 
himself would lick the shoes of a king or 
prime. minister, if such should for the sake 
of securing the influence of his wealth in 
parliament, condescend to enter his mansion. 

The aristocratical insolence is visible 
where one would least expect it ; where all 
the partakers of this frail and mortal state 
should appear in a state of equality; even 
at church, in the immediate presence of 
Him who made high and low, rich and 
pf)or; and whei-e the gilded and painted 
ornaments on the walls seem to mock the 
folly of all human pride. The pew of the 
great man is raised aoove the others, though 
Its elevation is an obstacle both to the eyes 
and ears of tliose who are placed in its 
vicinity. It is furnished, with curtains, 
adorned with linings, and accommodated 
with cushions. Servants walk in his train, 
open I he door of his luxurious seat, and 
carry the burden of the prayer-book. The 
first reverence is paid to persons of condition 
around. Those who do not bow at the 
name of Jesus Christ, bend with all4owli- 
ness to the lord in the gallery. The whole 
b.ehaviuur leads a thinking man to con- 
clude, that the self-important being would 
scarcely deign to enter Heaven, any more 
than he does the church, if he must be 
reduced to an equaUty with tlie rustic 
vulgar. 

Such persons, consistently with their ar- 
bitrary principles, are always hieh-church- 
•men. Though they may be indifferent to 
religion, they are zealous for the church. 
They consider the church as useful, not 
only in providing genteely for relations and 
dependents, but as an engine to keep down 
the people. Upon the head of their des- 
pot, they would put a triple covering, the 
crown, the mitre, and the helmet. The 
Devil ofiered our $aviour all the kingdoms 
of this world' and their glory, if. he would 
fall down and worship nim ; and there is 
reason to fear, that such idolaters of the 
kingdoms of thb world aad their glory 



would apostatize from him who said Mi 
kinsdom wat not of this world, if the same 
eril being were to make them the same 
offer. Tne temporalities and splendours of 
the church triumphant endear it to them ; 
but, if it continued in its primitive state, 
or in the condition in which it was when 
poor fishermen were its bishops, they would 
soon side, in religious matters, with the, 
miscreant philosophers of France. But while 
mitres and stalls may be made highly 
sijbservient to the views of a minister, and 
the promoters of arbitrary power and prin- 
ciples, they honour the church, diough 
they know nothing of Christ; they stickle 
for the bench, though they abandon the 
creed. An ally, like the church, possessed 
of great power, must be cherished ; though 
the very persons who wish to avail them- 
selves of that power, would be the first, if 
that power were in real danger, to question 
its rights, and to accelerate its subver- 
sion. 

There is one circumstance in the cenduct 
of the Tory friends to absolute sway truly 
alarming to the champions of liberty. 
They are always inclined, on the smallest 
tumult, to call in the military. They would 
depreciate the civil powers, and break the 
constable's staff to introduce the bayonet. 
In their opinion, the best executive powers 
of government are a party of dragoons. 
They are tlierefbre constantly sounding 
alarms, and aggravating every petty dis- 
turbance into a riot or rebellion. They are 
not for parleying with the many-headed 
monster; they scorn lenient measures; 
and while their own perscRs are in perfect 
safety, boldly command the military to fire. 
What is the life or the hmb of a poor man, 
in their opinion ? Not so much as the life 
or limb of a favourite pointer or racehorse. 
They are always eager to augment the 
army. They would build barracks in every 
part of the country, and be glad to see a 
free country overrun, like some of the en- 
slaved nations of the continent, from east 
to west, from north to south, with men 
armed to overawe the saucy advocates of 
charters, privileges, rights, and reforma- 
tions. 

Against principles so dangerotis in public 
life, and odious m private, every friend to 
his king and country, every lover of his fel- 
low-creatures, every competent judge of 
.those manners, which sweeten the mter- 
course of man with man, will show a de- ' 
termined opposition. But how shall he shew 
it with effect? ByRipicutE. Nothing lowers 
the pride from which such principles pro- 
ceed, so much as general contempt and de-^ 
rision. The insolence of petty despots in . 
private life should be laughed at by an Aris- 
tophanes, while it is rebuked by a Cato. 
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The Despotic Spirit inclined to avail 
itself of Spies, Informers y false Wit' 
nesseSy pretended Conspiracies^ and 
sejfinterested Associations affecting 
Patriotism.* 
\ T is not unfsur to infer the existence of 
similar principles frocn similarity of con- 
duOt. In that black page of history which 
disgraces human nature; I mean the re- 
Coras of the Roman emperors in the decline 
of Roman virtue ; we read, that spies and 
informers were considered as necessary 
functionaries of government ; that they be- 
came favourites at court, and were encou- 
taged by rewards due only to exemplary 
mtriotism and public service. There have 
oeen periods also in the history of England, 
when spies, informers, false witnesses, 
and pretended plots, were deemed iawRil 
and useful expeaients by the rulers of the 
state. In testimony of this assertion, we 
need only call to mmd the pretended 
popish plot, with all its villanous circum- 
stances, in th&'reign of Charles the Second; 
a reign in many parts of it resembling die 
limes of the Roman Tiberius. But at what- 
ever period spies, ijiformers, false witnes- 
ses, and pretendea' plots, are adopted by 
men in powder, to strengthen themselves in 
office, and destroy virtuous opposition, there 
is reason to fear, in spite of all professions 
of the contrary, that the tyrannic spirit of 
the degenerate Caesars waits but for oj^por- 
tunities to display itself in acts of Neronian 
atrocity. Power is deficient; but inclina^ 
tion is equally hfttile to the mass of man- 
kind, denominated the People, whom some 
politicans scarcely condescend to acknow- 
ledge as possessed of any political ex- 
istence. 

The employment of spies and informers 
is a virtual declaration of hostilities against 
the people. It argues a want of confidence 
in them. It argues a fear and jealousy of 
them. It argues a desire to destroy them 
by ambuscade. It is, in civil government, 
what stratagems are in a state of war. It 
tends als9 to excite retaliation. 

A ministry must be sadly corrupt, and 
unworthy the confidence either of king or 
people, which can so hs degrade itself as' 
to require the assistance of the vilest of 

• " Sub Tib^rio Caesare fuit accusaodi fre- 
qucDS et poene publica rabies, q^us omni ci- 
vili bello gravius togatam civitatem coDfecit. 
Excipiebatur ebriorum sermo, simplicitas jo- 
cuntium" Seneca de Benef. 

" Under Tiberius Cassar the rage of ac- 
£Utmg or informing was so common as to 
harass the peaceful citizens more than a civil 
war. The words of drunken tnen, and the 
unguardedj'ofteof the thouf^htless, were taken 
down^ and handed to the ^nperor." 



the humaii race. Such arc the whole race 
of spies, st/copkants, (I use the word in its 
proper sense,) informers, and false witnes- 
ses. So great is the unfortunate corruptioti' 
of human natiire, that men have been al-' 
ways found to execute the most infamous 
offices, when a government has thought 
proper to seek their co-operation. Extreme 
poverty, united with extreme profligacy of 
conduct, and a total destitution of moral 
and religious principle, prepare men for the • 
most nefarious deeds which tyrants can" 
meditate. For tyrants only, &e robbers' 
and murderers of men, be such miscreants 
reserved. Tacitus has called them tWra- 
menta regni, the implements of govern-* 
menty when government falls into hands 
which are skuled in the use of no better ; 
into the hands of Neros and Caligulas.' 
May the minister of a fi^ee country, who 
has recourse to such tools, be himself the 
first to feel their destroying edge ! 

Seneca, in the quotation at the head of 
this section, has handed down a circum-' 
stance, in the reign of Tiberius, which must 
cause every man, who has a just regard for 
the comforts of free intercourse and con- 
versation, to shudder at the prospect of 
being governed by a system siflpported by 
spies and informers. He tells us, that the 
convivial merriment of friends assembled' 
over a glass, the innocent rsullery and ban- 
ter of jocular conversation, were, through 
the encouragement given to informers by 
tlie govemihent, made the grounds of a' 
serious charge of sedition and treason. The^ 
words of the drunken, and the unguarded 
openness of 4he joker, ^'cre taken hold of, 
by persons who mixed with the guests, in"" 
order to recommend themselves to govern-' 
ment, by reporting the free language that 
migh^ escape in thie hour of unreserved 
confidence; when the heart is opened by 
friendship, and the tongue loosened by wine. 

*' He who dippeth with me in the dish, • 
the same shall betray me," said our Saviour. 
Bui be it remembered, tiiat the same per- 
sons who hired and paid Judas Iscariot, 
cnicified Jesus Christ. 

But what shall we say? Have there been 
no Judas Iscariots in modern days? Have 
our coftee-houses, taverns, and places of* 
public amusement, been quite free from ' 
nired wretches, who, while they dipped in 
the same dish with us, were seeking to 
betray us, if possible, to prisons and 
to death? Did they this wickedness of 
themselves, or were they hired and paid 
by persons influenced by tory principles or 
high in office? Have not certain spies con- 
fessed, at a solemn trial, that they were 
hired and paid by men in office ? Have not 
the same spies led to those extravagant 
speeches, or those offensive measures, 
which they afterwards informed against for 
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hire; hoping to deprive the persons thev 
betrayed either of liberty or life ? If such 
things have been, is it not time to be 
alarmed, to guard against spies, informers, 
and Mse witnesses? And is it not right to 
express, and increase,, if possible, the pub- 
lic indignation against both them and their 
employers ? 

When men high in office, of reputed 
abilities, and certainly possessing extensive 
knowledge, patronize such miscreants as 
spies and informers, they certainly corrupt 
the public morals, by leading the people, 
over whom their examples must always 
have great influence, to believe, that trear 
phery, perjury, and murder, are crimes of a 
venial nature. They teach men to carry 
the profligacy of public characters and con- 
duct into die sequestered walks of private 
life. They teach one of the most corrupt- 
rog maxims; for they teach, " That when 
ends eagerly desired by knaves in power 
are to be accomplished, the means must 
be pursued, however base and dishonest." 
They destroy at once the confidentiai coni- 
forts and the most valuable virtues of pri- 
vate life. 

But state necessity is urged in defence of 
that policy which employs spies and in- 
formers. I deny the existence of such ne- 
cessity. There are excellent laws, and there 
are magistrates and officers (dispersed all 
over the kingdom, who arc bound to take 
cognizance of any illegal and injurious 
practices, and to prevent them by a timely 
interference. If such ma^trates and offi- 
cers neglect their duty, it is incumbent on 
those who appointed them, and who are 
amply paid for their vigilance, to institute 
prosecutions, to punish and to remove 
them. The law knows nothing of spies 
and informers. The only watchmen it re- 
cognizes are magistrates, regularly ap- 
pomted. The whole body of a people, well 
governed, and consequently contented with 
their governors, are the natural and volun- 
tary guardians against seditions, treasons, 
and conspiracies to subvert the state. 
When- spies and informers are called in, it 
argues a distrust of the magistrates, and of 
the whole body of the people. It argues 
an endeavour to govern in a manner unau- 
thoriz^ by that constitution which the em- 
ployers of spies and informers, pretend to 
protect, by mstriiments so dangerous and 
uniustiflable. 
1 have a better opinion of men in power, 
* in our times, corrupting as the possession 
of power is allowed to be, than to believe 
that any of them would hire a false witness. 
9ut let them be assured that a hired spy 
and informer will, by an easy transition, 
become a false witness, even in trials where 
liberty and life are at stake. In trials of 
less consequence^ there is no doubt but that 



his conscienee will stretch with the occa- 
sion, llis object is not truth or justice; 
but filthy lucre; and when he aspires at 

freat rewards, ereat must be his venture, 
[aving once broken down as a treach- 
erous spy, the fences of honour and conscir 
ence, nothine but fear will restrain him, as 
a witness, from overleaping the bounds of 
truth, justice, and mercy. He will rob and 
murder under the forms of law ; and add 
to the atrocity of blood-guiltinesSy the 
crime of perjury. No man is safe where 
such men are countenanced by officers of 
state. They themselves may perish by 
his false tongue ; sufi'ering the vengeance 
due to their base encouragement of a traitor 
to the public, by falline unpitied victims to 
his disappointed treachery. The pestilen- 
tial breath of spies and informers is not to 
be endured in the pure healthy atmosphere 
of a free state. It brings with it the sicUy 
despotism of oriental climes. 

But how ominous to liberty, if large as- 
sociations of rich men, either possessmg or 
expecting places, pensions, and titles for 
themselves or their relations, should ever 
take upon themselves the office of spying 
and informing! by their numbers braving 
the shame, and evadins the personal. re- 
sponsibility, that would fall on ^n indivi- 
dual or unconnected suy or informer 1 Such 
an association would oe a most dangerous 
conspiracy of sycophants against a free con- 
stitution. If tne public should ever behold 
the venal tribe thus undermining the fair 
fabric of liberty, and behold them without 
indignation, would it not give reason to sus- 
pect, that the Tory and Jacobite principles, 
or the spirit of despotism, had pervaded the 
body of the people ? 

The honest, ihdependent, and thinking 
part of the community will be justly 
alarmed when they see either individuals or 
bodies of men encouraged by ministerial fa- 
vours In calumniating the people, and 
falsely accusing the advocates of consti- 
tutional freedom . They will think it time to 
stem the torrent of corruption, which, rolling 
down its foul but impetuous tide from the 
hills, threatens devastation to the cottages 
in the valley. But how shall they stop an 
evil, promoted and encouraged, for pnvate 
and selfish motives, by the whole innuence 
of grandeur and opulence acting in combi- 
nation ? By bearing their testimony in fa- 
vour of truth and justice ; by giving their 
suffrages to honest men ; by Rejecting the 
servile adulator of courts, and the mean sy- 
cophant of ministers : and by shunning as 
pestilences, every description of spies and 
tnformerSf whether poor or rich, mercenary 
or volunteer,* If they fail, they will feel 

* I, subjoin a curious passage from the 14th 
book of Ammlanus Marc«lliaus, on the iii»a- 
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the comfort of having discharged their 
duty. 

Section XV. 

The Manners of Tory Courtiers, and of 
those who ape them, as People of 
Fashion, inconsistent with Manliness, 
Truth, and Honesty; and their pre^ 
valence injurious to a free Constitu* 
Hon, and the happiness of Human 
Nature. 

AMONG a thousand anecdotes of the frivo- 
lity of the governing part of a despotic 
country, I select the following, merely as a 
slight specimen of the trifling disposition of 
those who, as they pretend, claim their ele- 
vated situations for the good of mankind. 
, " In the summer of the year 1775, the 
queen of France, being dressed in a light- 
brown silk, the king good-naturedly ob- 
served, it was couleur de puce, the colour of 
fleas ; and instantly every lady in the land 
was uneasy till she had dressed herself in 
a silk gown of a flea colour. The rage was 
caught by the men ; and the dyers worked 
night and day, without being able to supply 
the demand for flea colour. They nicely 

ner in which spies executed their office, under 
the imperial authority of Constantius Gallus. 

'* Excogitatuin est super his, ut homines 
quidam ignoti, vilitate ipsa pariim caveudi, ad 
coUigendos rumores per Antiochis latent 
cuncta destiaarentur, relaturi quae audi rent. 
Hi peragranter et dissimulauter honoratorum 
circulis assistendo, pervadendoque divitum 
domus egentium habitu, quicquid noscere po- 
terant vel audire, latcDter intromissi per pos- 
ticas in regiam, nuntiabant : id observantes 
conspiratlone concordi, ut fing^erent quaedam, 
et cognita duplicarent in pejus : Umdes vero 
supprimerent CcBsaris, .quos intdtis quampluri- 
mis, formido malorum impeudentium expri- 
mebat." 

*' Another expedient was to place at every 
corner of the city certain obscure persons, 
not likely to excite suspicion or caution, be- 
cause of their apparent iusignificancy, who 
were to repeat whatever they heard. These 
persons, by standing near gentlemen, or get- 
ting entrance into the houses of the rich, in 
the disguise of poverty, reported whatever 
they saw or heard, at court, being privately 
admitted into the palace by the back stairs : 
having conceited it between themselves to add 
Sr great deal, from their own invention, to 
whatever they really saw or heard, and to 
make the matter ten times worse. They a- 
greed also io suppress the mention of those 
{Loi/al songs or toasts, or,) speeches, in fa- 
vour of the emperor, which the dread of im- 
pending evil squeezed out of many against 
their will and better judgment." 

The decliae of the Roman empire was 
distinguished by spies and informers : it is to 
be hoped that the use of spies and informers 
does not portend the decline of the British 
empire. 



distinguished between an old and a young 
flea, and subdivided even the shades of its 
body. The belly, the back, the thigh, the 
head, were all marked by varying tints; 
This prevailing colour promised to be the 
fashion of the winter. The silk-mercers 
found it would hurt their trade. They 
therefore presented her majesty with pat- 
terns of new satins ; who having chosen 
one, Monsieur exclaimed it was the colour 
of her Twa/rs/^y* HAIR ! 

" Immediately the Jleas ceased to be fa- 
vourites at court, and all were eager to b6 
dressed in the colour of her majesty's hair» 
Servants were sent off* at the moment fronqi 
Fontainbleau to Paris, to purchase velvets,^ 
ratteens, and cloths of this colour. The 
current price of an ell in the morning hail 
been forty livres, and it rose in the evening 
to eighty and ninety. The demand was so 
great and the anxiety so eager, that some of 
her majesty's hair was actually obtained by 
bribery and sent to the Gobelins, to Lyons, 
and other manufactories, that the exact 
shade might be caught and religiously pre- 
served.*' 

Such was the little, mean, adulatory 
spirit of the court of France, and of the 
people who at that time imitated the court 
with more than apish mimicry. To shew 
how little there is of tmth and honesty in 
such servility, be it remembered, that the 
nation so eager to catch the very colour ot 
the queen's hair, soon afterwards cut off the 
heacfon which it grew. Nothing silly, nothuijg 
overstrained, can be lasting, because it 
wants a solid loundation. Let kings be 
careful how they confide in court compli- 
ments and the addresses of corruption* 
Mastiff's guard their master and his house 
better than spaniels. 

While such a spirit prevails among the"., 
great, it is impossible that the happiness of 
man can be duly regarded by those who 
claim a right to govern him. Where fri- 
volity and meanness are general, it is im- 
possible that the people can be wise or 
nappy. Gaiety founded on levity or affiec- 
tation, is not happiness. It laughs and 
talks, while the heart is either unmoved or, 
dejected. Happiness is serious. The noise, 
of folly is inteiided to dissipate thought; 
but no man would wish his thoughts to be 
dissipated, who finds any thing within him 
to think of with complacency. '^ 

Princes have always some thing important 
to think of, which, it might be supposed, 
would preclude the necessity of trifling 
amusements to kill time. Yet courts have 
always been remarkable for frivolit?^. This 
frivolity is not only contemptible in itself, 
unworfiiy of rational beings, especially 
when executing a most momentous trust, but 
productive of meanness, weakness, and 
corruption; Long experience has associated 
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with the id«a of a courtier in dcqwtic 
courts, duplicit^r, insincerity, violation of 
promises, adulation, all the base and mean 
qualities, rendered still baser and meaner, 
b^ assuming, on publie occasions, the var- 
msh of hypocrisj. 

Erasmus gives directions to a young man, 
in the manner of Swift, how to conduct 
himself at court. I believe they have 
never been presented to the English reader, 
and therefore I shall take the liberty of 
translating them, not only for the sake of 
afibrding amusement, but that it may be 
duly considered, whether or not persons 
who form their manners and pnnciples 
after. such models, are likely to be the 
friends of man, the assertors or the guar- 
dians of liberty : whetlier the slaves of 
Jiuhionf who seem to separate themselves 
from others, as if they were a chosen tribe 
among the sons of men ; as if they were 
made of suoh clay as forms the porcelain, 
while others are merely earthen ware; 
whether, I say, the slaves of /asAiair, which 
always apes a court in all its extravagan- 
cies, are ukely to consult the happiness of 
the majority of mankind, the mtddlf , low- 
est, ana most useful classes, whom they 
despise, as an inferior species of being» ; 
as the whites in the West Indies formerly 
looked down upon the negroes with disdain. 

"As you are now going to live at court,*' 
(says Erasmus,) *' I advise you, in the first 
place, never to repose the smallest degree 
of confidence in any man there who pro- 
fesses himself your friend, though he may 
smile upon you, and embrace you, and 
promise you ; aye, and confirm his promise 
with an oath. Believe no man there a 
sincere friend to you ; and do you take care 
to be a sincere friend to no man. Never- 
theless, you must pretend to love all you 
see, and shew the utmost suavity of 
manners and attentions to every individual. 
These attentions cost you not a farthing; 
therefore you may be as lavish of them as 
you please. Pay your salutations with the 
softest smiles in your countenance, shake 
hands with the appearance of most ardent 
cordiality, bow and give way to all, stand 
cap iu hand, address every body by their 
titles of honour, praise without bounds, and 
promise most liberally. 

" I would have you every morning, be- 
fore you ^o to the levee, practise in making 
up your face for the day at your looking- 
glass at home, that it may be ready to as- 
sume any part in the farce, and that no 
glimpse of your real t^ioughts and feelings 
may appear. You must study your ges- 
tures carefully at home, that in the actinr 
of the day your countenance, person, and 
conversation may all correspond, and assist 
^ach other in keeping up your character at 
the court masquerade. 



'« These are the elements of die eourtiei's 
philosophy, in learning which no man can 
be an apt scholar, unless he first of all di- 
vests himself of all sense of shame; and 
leaving his naturd face at home, puts on a 
viaor smd wears it constantly too. In the 
next place, get scent of the various cabals 
and parties of the court ; but be not in a 
hurry to attach yourself to any of them,*' 
till you have duly reconnoitred. When 
you have found out who is the king's fa- 
vourite, you have your cue ; mind to keep 
on the safe side of the vessel. 1 f the king's 
favourite be a downright fool, you must 
not scruple to flatter him, so long as he is 
in favour with the god of your idolatrjr. 

" The god himself, to be sure, will re- 
quire the main efforts of your skill. As 
often as you happen to be m the pbe- 
SENc B, you must exhibit a face of apparently 
honest delight, as if you were transported 
with the privilege of being so near the royal 
person. When once you have observed 
what he likes and dislikes, your business is 
done." 

He proceeds to advise his pupil to pursue 
his own interest, regardless or all honour 
and honesty, whenever they maybe vio^ 
lated without detection. He tells him, in 
consulting his interest, to pay more court 
to enemies than friends, that he may turn 
their hearts, and bring them over to his 
side. I cannot, ib this place, give, the whole 
of the letter ; .but the curious reader may 
find it under number fifty-seven, in the 
twenty-eighth book of the London edition. 

Erasmus drew from the life. Though a 
most profound scholar, yet he was not 
merely a scholar. He read the book of the 
world with as much accuracy as the volumes 
of his library. I have brought forward this 
letter, because I find it exemplified in the 
Precepts of Lord Chesterfield, and the 
Diary of Lord Melcombe . It appears, under 
the testimony of their own nands, that 
these men actually were the characters 
which Erasmus, in a vein of irony and sar- 
casm, advises his court-pupil to become'. 
It appears from them, that many of the 
persons with whom they acted, were similar* 
It follows that, if such men were gr^t^ 
wise, and good men, truth, honour, sio* 
cerity, friendship, and patriotism, are but 
empty names, devised hj politicians to 
amuse and to delude a subject and an ab- 
ject people. 

But the people (I mean not a venal mol), 
employed by a minister or by a faction) are 
not so corrupted. They vidue truth, ho- 
nour, sincerity, and patriotism; and in their 
conduct often display &em in their utmost 
purity. ShaH courtiers, then, be listened 
to, when they Kcpresent the people as a 
swinish multitude, or as venal wretches ? 
Shall courtiersy such as Lord UdBQWbe^ 
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'diim an «xdiisive right to direct huitian 
ndbira, influttiiing senates tx) mtlre ahd 
•unikiAkfe lafWB at pleasure, and to cry haToc, 
irben they please, and let slip the dogs of 
.ifmr on the poor^ either at hotne or abroad ? 
4ShaH a whole nation be proud to tnimic a 
Murt, not only in dres^, arousemmts, and 
«11 ^e vanity of fashion,' but in sentiments, 
in morals, in politics, in religion, in no re- 
ligion, in hypocrisy, in cruelty ? 

Lord Meicombe afid Lord ChesterMd 
were leading men, able men, eloquent men, 
conffidered in their day as ornaments of the 
court and of the nation. But if even they 
wfaibit both precepts and examples of ex- 
treme selfishness, of deceit, and of a total 
disregard to humafti happiness, what may 
we Uiink of their numerous dependents, 
under^agents, persons attached to them by 
places, pensions, ribaoKls, titlel^, expecting 
mVMrs for themselves, or their naturu 
ehiidren, or their cousins? Can we sup- 
tx>se these men to ret<im anv regard for tiie 
iWLic? Would they make any sacrifice 
to the general happiness of human nature ? 
Would they assert liberty, or undereo trour 
bley loss, persecution, in defence of a con^ 
elttutioQ ? I^cv themselves would laugh at 
you, if you should suppose it possible. They 
can be considered in no other light than as 
vermin, sucking the blood of the people 
whom they despise. 

i Yet these, and such as these, are the men 
who are iudefatigable in declaiming against 
the people, talking of the mischien of po- 
pular government, and the danger of ad- 
mitting the riehts of man. These and such 
as these, are tne strenuous opposers of all 
reform in the representation. These and 
•uch as these, caul all attempts at innova- 
tions, though evidently improvements, sedi- 
tious. These are the alarmists, who cry 
out. The church or the state is in danger, in 
order to persecute honest men, or to mtro- 
duce the military. The military is their 
Mi^t and their fortress ; and to compass 
^Msir own base ends, they will not hesitate 
ta bathe their arms in human bk>od, even 

S> to their very shoulders. Their whole 
iject is to aggrandize a power, of which 
they pant to participate, and fropi which 
alone, destitute as they are of merit and 
tpodness, they can hope for lucre and the 
iistiiicdons of vani^. 

^ Where die. ruling miscliief,*' says the 
author of the Estimate, " prevaHs among 
the great, then even the palliative rMnecties 
cannot easily be applied, v The rc»son is 
manifest: a coerdve power is wanting. 
Tliey who should cure the evil are the very 
delinquents; and moral and political physic 
BO distempered mind will ever administer 
to itself. 

«< Necessity therefore, and neoeasityalone, 
mustio aoch A.oaae be the. jpanat of ic-» 



ifemiatioA.* 60 long ^ degelMiittf and'fnc 
principled manners can Support tfiemSelv^; 
they will be deaf to reason, blind' to tmi^ 
sequences, «nd obstihate in the long *esta^ 
Mshed pursuit of oain and PLtiAsimis. lit 

SUCH MINDS, THE IDEA OF A PVBLIC lIAt 

NO PLACE. Nor can such minds be ever 
awakened from their fatal dream, till eilhet 
the votcE of an abused people rouse them 
iWTo FEAR, or the state itself totter, Ihrouj^h 
the general incapacity, cowardice, and d»^ 
union of those who support it. 

"Whenever this oompelKng power, Ne^ 
oessity, shall appear, then, 'and not tiU th^ 
may we hope that our deliverance is at 
hand. £fi*eminacy, rapacity, and ikCtion 
will then be ready to resign die reuis they 
would now usurp. One common danger 
would create one common interest. -Virtue 
may rise on the ruins of corriiption. *' 

" One kind of k^ecessity, and which I 
call an internal necessity, would- arise, 
when the voice of an abused people should 
rouse the great into fear. 

*^ I am not ignorant, that it \allAi been a 
point of debate, whether, in politicax 

llATTEklS, THE 6ENERAL VOICE OF A 

PEOPLE otTOHT to' be held worth mudi 
regard ? Rij^t sorry I am to observe, that 
this doubt IS the growth of later time^; of 
times, too> which boast their love of ftee* 
dom ; but ought, surely,' to bltish, when 
they look back on the generous sen^ments 
of ancient days, which days we stigmatize 
with the name ofthvish. 

** Thus runs the writ of summons to the 
pariiament of the 23d of Edward the Firsts 
— 2'*eKijig, ft) the ventrMefatket ill CM^ 
R. Archbishop vf Canfterhay, greeting i Am 
the mmtjntt iaw, tttnUiihed by the fnffVideni 
foisdom of princes, ddth uppoint, that ivh/A 
concerns all, ghoM he approved by j(ll ; 
90 it evidently implied, that dangers common 
to all, shmddhe obviated by remedies provided 
by all. Ut quod omnes tan^, ab oMNliruft 
approbetur $ — ^sic et inmiit evidenter^ ttf COte* 
HUNIBUS pericuUs per remedia provisa fccTM^ 
MUNITBR obvietur. A noble acknowledg- 
ment from an English king, which ousnt 
never, sure, to be forgotten, or trodml 
under foot by English subjects. 

** There are two manifest reasons whyj 
in a degenerate state and a declining period, 
the united voice of a people is, in general, 
the surest test of truth in all essential raat-i 
ters on which their own welfare depends,' 
so far as the ends of political measures arc 
concerned. 

** First, Because in such a iieriod, and 
such a state, the body of a people are natu- 
rally the least corrupt part of such a people 5 
for all ^neral corruptions, of whatiivei* 
kind, begin among the leaders, aud descend 
irom these to the h»(^r ranks. Take sudf 
a state, therefore, in whftt period of dtgeaW 
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li«y yiiuplMi»» tHe 4ig^ ranft# wilU ili the 
9lbtl|i^^;<Hifse oi tbmgs, be farther gon* 
in libe wiliag evib thuui the lower; and 
(here&re vbe lba^ to b« reli sd on. 
' >'' SteomU^f A Btill more cogent reason », 
that the general bo(]y of the jieople have. 
not such a (ios hung upon their judgmeAt 
by the prevalenqe of pertraa/ and pairiicular 
interest, as the qiieat, in all things which 
lelKte to state matters. It is of no particular 
and pfiriowU consequ«ice to the general 
body of a people, what men are employed, 
frpvided tne general welfare be accom- 
plished; because nplhing but the general 
SKelfare can be an object of desire to the 
§0neml bad^. But it is of much particular 
^d, personal consequence to the great 
vrhst men are employed; because, through 
their connexions and alliances, ^ey must 
generally -find either their/rteiuif or enemies. 
m power. Their own private interests, 
therefore, ^ naturally thmw a bias on their 
judgments, and .destroy that impartiality 
whicn the general body of an uncornipt 
people doth naturally possess. 
<< Hence, then, it appears, that the united 
^ Toii^.of an uncorrupt pi^oplb is, in« geneval, 
the safest test of FouTicAt good and 

Is it not then time to be alarmed lor the 
public good, when ffieat pains are taken to> 
depreciate the peopfe ; when the names of 
Jacobin, democrat, leveUer, traitor, and 
jmover.of sedition, ^re artfully thrown, by 
courtiers and their adherents, on every 
ioan who has ;sense and virtue enough to 
maintain the cause of hbertv ; that cause 
vhic^ established the revolution on the 
ruins ^ d^potism, and placed the present 
&mily on the thi^one^ as the guardiana of a 
/ free o^nstitu^ipQ? I cannot think such 
courtiers, however they may fawn, for their 
i99m interest^on the person of the monarch, 
friends, in their hearts, to a limited mo-» 
«archy. If they could and dared, they 
wquld restore a Stuart. But as that is 
impracticable, they would transfuse the 
principles of the Stuarts into (jie bosom of 
aBmnswick. To expose their selfish mean- 
OesSf aod frustrate their ba^ design, is 
equally the dufy and interest of the king 
imd the people. 

Section XVI. 

J%e Spirit of Truths Liberty, and Ftf- 

ftee, puhUc oi weU as privatCy chiefly 

.pbejinmdinthe middle ranks of t(ie 



Nemo altero nobilior, nisi cui recfciut inge* 
nium etactibus bonis aptias. Qui imagines 
in atrio ex^nunt et nomina familie suae. . . . 
Mm. Ai^gi^ qaam^ ifofiilMtsant . • . • Uicenda. 



base Itieruat ad epatandeodam 
llominum ex fortune peadentitimJ* 

SfiNBCA^pifelM/* 

1*^11 £ people of this land are usually divid- 
''' ed into nobilitv, gentry, and commonalty.. 
The nobility ana gentry seem to be esti- 
mated as officers in an army; the com-, 
monaity, or the whole body of the people,] 
as the rank and file. [ 

There might be no original impropriety 
in these appellations; but that of commo/iaf- 
ty has been often used, by aristocratical up- 
starts, with insolence. The commonalty, 
comprize the grand mass of the nation; 
form the great nibric of the nolitical build- 
ing; while die gentry, after all, are but 
the carving and gildmg, or the capitals of 
the pillars, that add to the support of ^ 
roof, but constitute neither tncvwalls nor' 
the foundation. The commonalty, there- 
fore, being the mam fabric, are worthy, iii 
the eye of reason, of the highest esteem, 
and the first degree of a patriot's solici- 
tude. There can be no rational end in our 
government but the happiness of the whole 
People, King, Lords, and Commons. 

The commonalty are, beyond all compa- 
rison, die most numerous order: and as 
every individual of them is entitled to com- 
fort and security in a well-regulated nation, 
the whole together must demand the 
jreateat attention of the philosopher, the 
divine, the nhilautliropist, of every man of 
sense, gooaness of heart, and liberality. 
The pomp and parade, the suoerfiuous 
luxury, the vain distinctions of tne few, 
sink to nothing, compared, in the mind of 
reasonable and humane men, with the ha{K 
piness of the million, 

.It is certainly true, that the greatest in- 
stances of virtue and excellence of every 
kind have originated in the middle order^ 
*« Give me neither poverty nor riches,** was 
a prayer founded on a knowledge of human 
nature, and fully justified by experience. 
The middle station affords the best oppor- 
tiinities for improvement of mind, is the 
least exposed to temptation, and the most 
capable of happiness and virtue. 

This opinion has lon^ beeii received and 
acknowledged. I could cite, from the ser- 
mons of our best divines on Agw^i Prayer^ 
many passages in confirmation of it. X 
dwell upon it now, for no other reason, but 

• ** No mau U ntbler horn than another,- 
^ynlfisi ha it hvm with be lur abilitiea and a 
more amiable diapotition. They who make' 
such a parade with their family picture and 
jKdigreet^ are, properly speaking, rather Uy 
be called noted or notoriow than nohU persona. 
X thought it right to sav th^s much, in order 
te repel the insolence of men who depend en- 
tirely upon ehance and accidental clrcum- 
ataneea for distinction, and not at aH on pub-' 
lie services and penumal navkt." 
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biseause it has latelyhttnihe fashion, among 
thoite who are alarmed for their privileges 
by the French reyolution, to nm down the 
people, and to cry up that silly spirit of 
chivalry which established the systems of 
Iklse honour, claiming rank and respect 
from society, without rendering it any ser- 
vice, without possessing any just claim to 
esteem, much less to public honour, ex- 
elusive privileges, and titular distinction. 
The terms $ans culottes, canaille, bourgeoise, 
scum of the earth, venal wretches^ and the 
liever-to-berforgotten swinish inultitude, have 
been reserved for the people, especially 
those among them who have had sense and 
spirit enough personally to oppose the pro- 

f'ess of despotic principles and practices, 
very thine that malice, urged by the fear 
of losing the ribands, the titles, and the 
solid p( nee which a corrupt and corrupting 
minister can bestow, has been tlirown out, 
iii newspapers hired by the people's money 
for the purpose of vilifying the people. 

It is time, therefore, that the people 
should vindicate their honour. What are 
these insolent courtiers, what these place- 
men and pensioners, who live on the public 
bounty, that they should thus insult those 
whose bread they eat? For the most part, 
they are nersous who, if they were stripped 
of the false splendour of great mansions, 
numerous retinues, painted carriages,. 
v.'Oul(d appear among the meanest and most 
despicable members of society. They in- 
deed are to be pitied and home with, while 
they abstain trom insulting the people; 
but when their silly pride presumes to 
trample on the mass of the community, 
they become deserving of contempt as well 
as commiseration. 

These are the persons whom a patriotic 

Lord describes ** as giving themselves up to 

' the pursuit of honours and dignities, as 

t^OVING THE SPLENDOUR OF A COURT, 

and attaching themselves to the cause of 
monarchy, (not from any conviction that 
monarchy is the most favourable to human 
happiness, not even from personal attach- 
ment to the monarch,) but because they 
tee in the increased power of the monarch 
the source of additional weight and splen- 
dour to those (that is themselves) who 
Surround the throne, and an increase of 
value to the favours which the sovereign 
can confer; such as stars, garters, ribands, 
and titles.^' / ' ^ ' ' 

But is a passi^, childish from its vanity, 
and dihboiical m its unfeelins greediness, 
to be borne with any longer, when, not con- 
tent with engrossing the profits of office 
and the pageantry ofstate, it dares to speak 
of die middle and lower classes, as beings 
scarcely deserving notice, as mere nuisances 
when not employed in tlie servile dSice of 
administering toanstocritic pride I 



Virtue is nobility. Personal merit, use^- 
ful, generous, benevolent exertion, the only 
honourable <listinetion. The trapoing^ 
which every tailor can make to clothe ft 
poor puny mortal, add no real dignity. In 
ftges of ignorance they might strike widi 
awe. Those ages are no more. Nor will 
they ever return, notwithstanding the 
efforts of petty despots, (fearing the loss of 
those distinctions which' they know they 
never earned,) to keep the people in the 
grossest ignorance. 

God Almighty, who gives his sun tft 
shine with as much warmth and radiance 
on the cottage as on the palace, has di^ 
pensed the glorious privilege of genius and 
virtue to the poor and middle classes, with 
a bounty pernaps seldom experienced in 
any of the proud pretenders to hereditary 
or official grandeur. Let us call to mind a 
few amon^ the worthies who have adorned 
the ages tSat have elapsed : Socrates ; was 
he noble in the sense of a king at arms? 
Would he have condescended to be be- 
dizened with ribands, and stars, and 
garters ? Cicero ; was he not a novus homo ? 
a man unconnected witli patricians, and 
deriving his glory from the purest fountain 
of honour, his own genius and virtue ? De^ 
mosthenes would have scorned to owe his 
estimation to a pedigree. 

Who were the great reformers, to whom 
we of England and all Europe are Indebt- 
ed for emancipation from the chains of 
superstition? Erasmus and Luther; 
Erasmus, as the monks of his day objected 
to him, laid the egg, and Luther hatched 
it. But was it Arcm)ishop Erasmus ? Lord 
Luther, Marquis Luther, Sir Martin Lu- 
ther? Did they, either of them, seek the 
favour of courts ? Were they not among 
the swinish multitude ? 

Thomas Paine contributed much, by hik 
Common Sense, to the happy revolution in 
America. I need not observe, that he had 
nothing of the lustre of courts or nobility 
to recommend him. The virulent malice 
of courtiers* and venal Scribblers has blacks 
enedhim as they once blackened Luther^ 
when they asserted of him, that he waS 
aqtually a devil in^jtmatt, disguised in th^ 
shape of a monk with a cowl. I do not 
advert to any of his subsequent publications; 
I only say, if they are so contemptible as 
they are said by courtiers and aristocrats 
to be, why not undertake the tasi/ task of 
refuting him? Bloody wars and prosecu- 
tions are no refutation. 

''Who is this Luther?*' (said Margaret, 
governess of the Netherlands.) The cour- 
tiers around her replied, " IJe is an illi- 
terate MONK." " Is he so ? (said she.) 
I am glad to- hear it. Then do you, gen- 
tlemen, who arc not illiterate, who are bodi 
learned and nmnerous^ do ypu, I charge 
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^ou, write against this illiterate monk. That 
IS all you have to do The business is easy^; 
lor the world will surely pay more regaurd 
to a great many scholars, and great men, 
as you are, thui to one poor illiterate 
monk/' 

' Many did write against him, and poured 
forth the virulence of a malice unchecked 
by truth, and encouraged by crowned heads. 
But Luther prevailed ; ancl we Englishmen 
have reason to celebrate the victory of 
truth and virtue over cornipt influence and 
cruel persecution. 

- The greatest scholars, poets, orators, 
yliilosopners, warriors, statesmen, inven- 
. tors, and improvers of the arts, arose from 
the lowest of the people. If we had waited 
till courtiers had invented the art of print- 
ing, clock-making, navigation, and a thou- 
sand others, we shoidd probably have 
continued in darkness to this hour. They 
had something else to do, than to add to 
the comforts and conveniences of ordinary 
life. They had to worship an idol, with 
the incense of flattery, who was often much 
more stupid than themselves, and who 
sometimes had no more care or knowledge 
of the people under him, or their wants, 
than he had of arts or littirature. 

The education of the middle classes is 
infinitely better than the education of those 
%ho are called great people. Their time is 
less consumed by that vanity and dissipa- 
tion which enfeebles the mind, while it 
precludes opportunity for reading and re- 
flection. They usually have a regard to 
character, which contributes much to the 
preservation of virtue. Their honour and 
mtegrity are valued by them, as pearls of 
great pfiee. These are their stars, and 
Siese meir coronets. They are for the most 
part attached to their religion. They are 
temperate, frugal, and mdustrious. In 
one particular, and that one adds a value 
above all that Courts can give, they greatly 
excel the great; and that particular is 
SINCERITY. They are in earnest in their 
words and deeds. They have little occa^ 
sion for simulation and dissimulation. 
Courtiers are too;often varnished, facti- 
tious persons, whom God and nature never 
made ; while the people preserve the image 
uneffaced which the Supreme Being im- 
pressed ifhen he created man. 

Section XVII. 

On debauching the Mrnde of the rising 
Generation and a whole People, by 
giving them Military Notions in a 
free and commercial country. 

Tn proportion as great men refuse to Bub- 
-* nit to reason, they arc inclined to goyeni 



by violence. They, who have the sword in 
their hands, are unwilling to wait for the 
slow • operation of argument. The sword 
cuts away all opposition. No troublesome 
contradiction, no unwelcome truth, will 
impede the progress of him who uses the 
ratio ultima regum, and mows down all 
obstacles with the scithed car. * 

Hence the abettors of hitrh prerogative, 
of absolute monarchy, and aristocratical 
pride, always delight in war. Not satis- 
fied with attacking foreign nations, and 
keeping up a standing army even in time of 
peace, they wish, after they have once 
corrupted the mass of the people by uni- 
versal influence, to render a whole nation 
military. The aggregate of military force, 
however great, being under their entire 
direction, they feel their power infinitely 
augmented, and bid defiance to the un- 
armed philosopher and politician, who 
brings into the field truth without a spear, 
and argument unbacked with artillery. 

But such a system tends to gothicizea 
nation, to extinguish the light w learning 
and philosophy, and once more to raise 
thick fogs from the putrid pooh of igno- 
rance and superstition, the bane of all hap- 
piness, but the very element of despotism. 

The division of a military taste among 
all raCnks, even the lowest of the people, 
tends to a general corruption of morals, by 
teaching h&its of idleness, or trifling acti- 
vity, and the vanity of gaudy dress and 
empty parade. 

The strict discipline which is found ne- 
cessary to render an army a machine in the 
hands of its directors, requiring, under the 
severest penalties, the most implicit sub- 
mission to absolute command, has a direct 
tendency to familiarize the mind to civil 
despotism. Men, rational, thinking animals, 

Xal to their commanders by nature, and 
n superior, are bound to obey the im- 
pulse of a constituted authority, and to per- 
form their fuuctk>ns as mechanically as the 
trigger which they pull to discharge their 
muskets. They cannot indeed help having 
a will of their own; but they must suppress 
it, or die. They must consider their ofncia) 
superiors as superiors in wisdom and in vir- 
tue, even though they know them to be 
weak and vicious. They must see, if they 
see at all, with the eyes of others : their 
duty is not to have an opinion of their own, 
but to fbUow blindly the behest of him who 
has had interest enough to obtain the ap- 
pointment of a leader. They become liv- 
mg automatons, and self-apting tools of 
despotism. 

While a few only are in this condition^ 
the danger may not be great to constitu- 
tional liberty ; but when a niajorin^ of the 
people are nmde soldiers, it is evident that 
the same obiequiousness will become habi- 
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tu«l IQ the maj^rHy 9f the peqide, Their 
tnin^s will be broken dawn to the yoke, the 
«Mrgy of iod^pemlenois weakenedy the 
soanfy spirit tamed; like animals* that 
qnpe^ niii|ed in the forests delighting in 
^ir liberty, and fearless of roan, caugh^ 
in snares, confined in cages, and taught to 
stand upon their hind less, and play trickf 
lor the entertainment of the idle.' They 
oh^ the word of command given by tfaie 
keeper of the menagerie, because thev have 
been tauebt obedience by hunger, by the 
lash of the whip, by every mode of discir 
plime consistent with their lives, which are 
Mokable property. But they are degenerate, 
/Contemptible animals. Com(>are a bird or 
a beast, thus broken down, with one of the 
same species flying in clear exft^se of air, 
or roaming in the forest. Their very looks 
speak their degradation. The discipline of 
Mr. A&tley causes the fiery steed to bend 
his knees in apparent supplication. But 
how are the roightv lallen 1 when the anir 
mal has broken trom his obedience to 
nature, tQ fall down prostrate before Mj^ 
AsUey! 

Suppose a whole natiop, thu^ iam^d^ wi 
taught submission to the command of on^ 
of their ow^ species. Be it r^memberedl 
the horse, in learnii^z unnatural tricks, 
SMbmits to one s>f anotner>pecies, who is 
niiturtdly his superior. But su$»|¥>se a whole 
nation, o^ at least the mftss of the common 
pemle, thus brokpi v» by a skilful rider* 
Will thev not lose ah energy? Will they 
dare, J do not say to speak, hut to think of 
liberty ? No ; the^r will sink to the rank of 
Genpan mercenaries let out for hire, claimr 
iog no rights, enjoying no privileges above 
the ^wiNE ; ^ state ofdeeradation at which 
l^he .spirit cf maUi un^poikd by despotic go* 
vernment, revolts.; and rather than fidl intQ 
)nrhich, every true Englishman, from the 
palace to the hovel of Sie itinerant beggar, 
will be ready to exclaim, in the lan^age of 
the scriptures, " Why died I not Irom th^ 
womb?^' 

I^ it not time, then, for ^e virtuous 
guardians of Heaven's best gift^ Lib^bty.i 
fo be alarmed, when they see a propensity 
in ministers, who have gained enormous 
power «and corrupt influence, to render a 
whole people mi/i^ory ? The gold chain of 
corruption is thus let dqwn and ramified, in 
a miliion of directions, among those who 
i^ever thought of courts or courtiers ^ but 
^joying a noble independence, the mde* 
pendence of honest inaustry, clmted their 
^rols U the plough atil^Kl the loom, glorying 
in the name of Englishmen, beo^use Eng^ 
land is free ; and delighting in peace, be- 
cause peace is the parent of plen^. 

,BvXy under thfi aaspices of such a minis< 
tr jy many an emuloup esquire, hoping to b^ 
4i3^99wii^ ^4 renrs^^d, in spine mode 



or other, hy court ficvours, fond of the4f«9t 
and naine of ^. eAPTAiN, . and the prlvilegii 
of commanding with absolute sway, brihei 
volunteers from behind the counter pntl 
the plough, He clotl^es them ih the finest 
frippery that his own or his lady's imigif 
nation £an invent. He himself paradej» at 
their head ; a very pretty sight on a »mf 
mer's day. And now h£ is. dlstingij^shed 
»s a SOLDIER, who before only figured %» % 
hunter of hares or foxes, and a prosecutQf 
of poachers. Ambition, as well as vani^i 
begins to fire his soul. The raising, of ^ 
many men in his neighbourhood muH 
please the minister; especially if the i^squiift 
uses the influence he gains over the vicir 
nity, in a proper manner, at a general eleo^ 
tion. If the esquire wants not momi^ he 
mav want honour. Then let the ministef 
make him a baronet. If he has no sons ot 
liis own in the army, ns^vy, law, or church, 
he may have nephews or cousins. If no| 
these, be must have nominal friends, tp dii 
rect on whom the favours of ministers, 
though it proceed not from benevqloicef 
must flatter pride, and add to rural conser 
quence. 

The whole of the military system is much 
indebted for its support to that prevailing 
passion of human nature, Pride. PoUtU 
cians know it, and flatter pride even in thi) 
lowest of the people. Ueqce recruitings 
oflicers invite gentlemen only, who are ^bovfi 
servile labour. ** The vanity of the pool 
men (says a sagacious aulJhor) is to h# 
worked upon at the cheapest rate posaihle« 
Things we are accustomed to we do ^t 
mind, or else what mortal, that never had 
seen a soldier, could look, without laughing, 
upon a man accoutred with so much paln^ 
gaudihess^ndaflected finery? Thecparses^ 
manufacture that can be piade of woo^ 
dyed of a brick-dust colour, goes down with 
h^m, blecause it is in imitation of scarlet oi; 
crimson cloth; and tp make him thinly 
himself as like his officer as it is possibten 
with little or no cost, instead of silver or 
gold lace, hb hat is trimmed with white oc 
yellow worsted, which in others would de-^ 
serve bedlam ; yet these fine allurements^ 
and the noise made upon a calf-skin, have 
drawn in and been the destruction of more 
men in reality, than all the killing eyes aund 
bewitching voices of won^en ever slew ia 
jest. To-diiy the swineherd puts on his reif 
coat, and believes every body in earnest 
that calls hira ^erdleman; and two days 
after, Serjeant Kite gives him a swinging rap 
with his canCf tor holding his musket ei» 
inch higher than he should do.--*WheB;» 
9)an reflects on all this, end tbe.usafe they 
generally receive-^tlieir pay-^and Uie cart 
that is taken of them when they are fiot 
V»v(e4^ must he not wonder how wretches 
^ he SQ silly as to be Pi;otid of b^i^g c^eA 
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rffeffirM toWtn ? fti if they ^ete ncrt 
^Nifled, no art, discipline, or inoney» 
l«i)utd be capable of making them so brave 
«9 Chousacnds of them are/' 
' When all the base arts which custom is 
8iid to have rendered neeesiuty are prac^ 
tfsed only to raise and support a regular 
ftiny, perhaps Ihey mighty however reliic- 
tanuv, be connived at by tJ» Watchful 
ft-iiBna of freedom. But when the major 
fmst of the labouring toor, and kll the yeo* 
manty, are made gentlemen soldiers, merely 
t» support a Mii^iSTEti, it is time for every 
iltHious and independent mind to express^ 
fii well as feel, ALAitik. 
* It apiiears, from the abdv«»ciled passage 
tftf an author who had anatomized numan 
iAature, to find out Its most latent energies, 
that Ac spirit af pride is rendered, by 
artful statesmen, the chief m«ans of sup- 
pling an army. But the spirit of priae 
|D in met the spirit of despotbm ; especially 
#h«ki it is that sort of pride which plumes 
Itself on coHMAND, on external decora-^ 
tion, and the idle vanity of military pa- 
rade. 

When this pride takes place universally in 
A nation, there will remain little industry, 
tnd less independence. The grand object 
Inll be to rise above our neighbours in show 
^d authority. All will bow to tiie man 
m power, in the hope of distinction. Men' 
will no longer rely on their ovm laborious 
txertions ; but the poor man will court, by 
tti^ teost obsequious submission, tlie favour 
dfthe esquire; the lesquire cringe to the 
Acftt baronet, lord, or duke, especially if he 
1^ a lord-lieutenafit of the county ; and the 
baronet, lord, or duke, or lieutenant of the 
eounty, will fall prostrate before the first 
lord of the treasury ; and the first lord of 
the treasury will idolize prerogative. 
Thus the military rage will trample on li- 
berty; and DESPOtisM triumphant niardi 
through the land, with dnmi heating and 
id&UTijhfing, 



' ' SBtmoN XVIII. 

teifity^ Effiemimay, Ignorance, and 

Want of Primc^ in pnwOe lAft, 

" tuimiea/ to all pubHc Virtue, and 

favourable to the Spirit of Dcf- 

' potism, 

^^rpHE constitution of the British govern- 
'•* ment" (says Bolingbroke) « supposes 
ttnt KINGS may abuse their power, and 
tmr REPRfisei9TATiVEs betray their trust; 
lOd provides aeainst both these contini- 
gencies. Here let us observe, that the 
fittue constitution isverf far fh>m sup- 
fWing the mboplr wHl ever betray thmi> 
ftl4M() «iid y«t tins ctte » po«tt)U.'^ 



'' A wise and btwt »gha will iMither 
be cozened nor bullied out of ttiuf liherty ; 
but a wise and brave people ouiy cease to 
be Mich ; they mav degenerate ; tbey may 
sink into sloth and luxury ; they may resign 
themselves to a treacherous conmict ; or 

ABBT THE ENElHES OP THE CONSTlTU- 

tioK, under a notion of supporting the 
PttiENDs OF GOVERNMENT ; they may 
want the sense to discern their danger in 
time, t)r the courage to rai$t tohin it ttarei 
them in the face, 

** The Tarauina were expelled, and 
Rome resumed her liberty; Caesar was 
murdered, and all his race extinct ; but 
Rome remained in bondage. Whence this 
difference ? In. the days of Tarquin the 
people of Rome were not yet corrupted ; 
in the days of Caesar, they were most 
corrupt. 

" A free people may be sometimes be-' 
trayed ; but no people will betray them- 
selves, and sacrifice their liberty, imiess 
they fall into a state of timvERSAL cor- 
ruption. 

*^ As all government began, so all go- 
vefnment must bNd by tiie people ; tyran- 
nical government, l^ their virtue and 
courage; and even free governments, by 
their vice and baseness. Out comtitu- 
tion indeed makes it imposnble to destroy 
liberty by any sudden blast of popular fury, 
Or by the treachery op the pew ; but it 
Ae MANY will concur with the pew ; if 
tfiey Trill advisedly and deliberately suffer 
their liberty to be foAen away by those oir 
whom they delegate power to pre- 
afiRVE rr, this no constttution can prevent. 
God would not support even his own 
theocracy against the concurrent desire of 
the children of Israel ; but gave them a 
king in his anger. 

*' How then should our human constitu- 
tion of government support itself against so 
universal a change, as we here suppose, in 
the TEMPER and character of the pe<>ple. 
It cannot be. We may give ourselves a 
tyrant, if we please. Hut this Can never 
happen, till me whole nation falls into a 
state of political reprobation. Then, and 
not till tbefn, pofitical damnation will be 
our lot." 

So far a political writer who strenuously 
supports the cause of Hberty, and who has 
been, for that reason, lately depreciated: 
The words just now cited are wortiiy the 
serious consideration of every maki who 
wishes to leave the inheritance of liberty; 
which he received firom las fore&tbers, un« 
impaired to his posterity. We are joUous 
of charters, privileges, and laws, but not 
sufficiently aware of tiie dao^ which 
liberty incuts from degeneracy of manners; 
But what avail laws preveAtiiig tcmtrmetioe 
treiiseti> atid bi)l« 4>r fi^li«aceMiBfli^«ttf 
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libei^WB, without virtuous dispositions in 
the people? 

Qaid leges sine moribus 

Vaiue {proficient ? Hon. 

A charter, as an advocate at the English 
bar expressed it, is but a piece of parchment 
with a bit of wax. dangling to it, if men 
have lost that energy of mind which is 
necessary to preserve the rights it was in- 
tended to confer or secure. The trial by 
jury, the bulwark of liberty, as we have, 
ktely experienced it in very remarkable 
instances, will be l)ut a tottering wall, 
when oaths have lost their sanctity, and 
when truth and justice are considered only 
as phantoms. What will avail a constitu- 
tion, when every one is immersed in pri- 
vate concerns, private pleasures, and private 
interest, acknowledging no public cake,, 
no general concern, nothing out of the 
sphere of domestic or personal afiairs, 
worthy of anxious regard ? 

I lately heard a sensible man affirm, in a 
tone of apparent despondency, that in Eng- 
land there was, at the time he spoke, no 
PUBLIC. I thought the expression strong, 
and paused to consider it. I hope it was 
the ebullition of sudden vexation at circum- 
stances,, which, when it was spoken, 
seemed to argue a general insensibility in 
the PEOPLE to the blessings of a free 
country. It was uttered at a time when a 
zeal^ real or pretended, for the ministers of 
government, seemed totally to overlook, in 
Its mistaken ardour, the public welfare. . 

" There is no public,^' said the saga- 
cious observer. I understood him. to mean, 
that from an ambitk)us attachment to party, 
in some of the higher ranks ; to self-inte- 
rest, in some of the lower; to general dissi- 
pation, in all ; the number of mdependent, 
liberally minded, and well-inform^ men, 
who zealously wished and sought the public 
good and the happiness of fiian, was too in- 
oonsiderable to effect any great and import- 
ant purpose. Public virtue must arise 
from private. Great pretensions to it may 
be made by the profligate, but they will be 
found to originate in selfiif^ness, in rancour, 
in envy, or some corrupt principle incon- 
sistent with a virtuous character and bene- 
volent conduct. 

If there be such a defection from private 
and public virtue, what is to preserve a re- 
gard for the constitution, whenever minis- 
tenal. influence shall so far prevail as to 
render it the personal interest of great ma- 
jorities of powerful, because rich, men, 
to neglect it, or even to connive at infringe- 
ments upon it? If the people fall into uni- 
versal corru ption, the words liberty and eonsti- 
ttUion will be considered by them as fit only 
to adorn a school-boy's declamation. In 
aucfa a sWt tbpce will be no more aecuriiy 



for the tenant of a throne than of a oottage« 
A junto, that has no regard for either, and 
is solely actuated by the love of power, its 
distinctions and emoluments, may, by dis- 
tributing distinctions and emoluments on 
mafty, and by nusing the hopes and expec-. 
tations of more, make the mass of the 
people themselves -(thus corrupted at the 
very fountain-head) become the instni-*^ 
ments of annihilating the best part of tiu| 
constitution. A limited monarch, whose 
throne is founded on the basis of a people's 
affection, and a judicious preference lx»^ 
of his person and form of ^venuuent, wiU 
be as reasonably anxious as any among the 
people can be, to guard against the preva*- 
lence of such corruption, and the success 
of such corruptors. It is the cause of 
courts, if they mean to consult their sta- 
bility, as much as it is of popular conven- 
tions, to preserve public virtue, and prevent 
the people from losing all sensibility tb the 
value of a free constitution, the liberty of 
the present age, and of ages to eome. , 

I firmly maintain, that the prevention of 
this popular degeneracy is to be effected, 
not by political artifices, not by prosecu- 
tions, not by sycophantic associations of 
placemen, pensioners, and expectants of 
tities and emoluments, but by reforming 
the manners of the people. Principles of 
religion, honour, and public spirit must be. 
cherished. The clergy must be independent, 
and the pulpit free. Books written with- 
out party views, intending to promote no. 
interests but those of truth and philan-. 
thropy ,must not only not be checked by crown 
lawyers, - but industriously disseminated 
among the people. , Religion must be con- 
sidered by the great, not merely as a state, 
engine, but asAvhat it is, the source of com- 
fort and the euide of conscience. Its pro- 
fessional teachers must be advanced from 
considerations of real merit and services, 
and not from borough interest, and ~ the 
prostitution of the pubit to the unchristian, 
purposes of ministerial despotism. ' 

No writings of sceptical or infidel philoso^^ 
phers do so imicfi harm to Cfaorbtian faitb 
and practice, to religion and morality, jis 
the using of church rewenttc* and church- 
instruction as instruments of court corrupf. 
tion. The .very means appointed by Goir 
and the laws, for checking the depravity of 
the people, contribute to it, when they ap- 
pear to be considered by the great aa 
littie more than asrtifices of politicians, de*- 
signed to keep the vulgar (as they are often 
unjustiy called) in subjection to wicked up- 
starts, possessed of temporary and official 
gawer, by intrigue and unconstitutional in- 
uence. 

It is certunl3%in the power of a well re- 
gulated government, by rendering th« 
church effective, and by good examplos 
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«od sincere ftltachment to virtuous in«n 
and virtuous principles, to correct the levity, 
eff^mtnacy, and want of principle in private 
life, which leads to the loss of liberty. The 
church will be effective, as soon as the 
people are convinced that all preferments in 
It are bestowed on those who liave preached 
the gospel faithfully; and not oh time^ 
servers, and the friends and relations of 
parasites, who have no other view in seek- 
uig seats in the senate, but to serve a mi- 
Bister for their. own advantage. Till the 
people are convinced that an administration 
ii iincere in religion, they will be too apt to 
consider not only religioiiy but common 
hMesty, as an empty name. 

The religious principle being thus de- 
stroyed by the greedy aspirants at worldly 
graudeurj^ no wonder tlie people lapse into 
that dissolute conduct, which seeks nothing 
seriously but selhsh pleasure and private 
profit. Levity of manners both proceeds 
from, and produces,' (2e/ec^ of moral principle. 
Effeminacy, the natural consequence of 
vice and luxury caused by defect of moral 
principle, precludes courage, spirit, and all 
manly, virtuous exertion. Ignorance must 
follow ; for to obtain knowledge requires a 
de^re^ of labour and laudable apphcation, 
which those who are sunk in indolence and 
sensuality will never bestow. When igno- 
rance is become general, and vice reigns 
triumphant, what remains to oppose the 
^nt Despotism, who, like a Colossus, 
strides over the pigmy and insignificant 
slaves of oriental climes, from trampling on 
ULV in countries once free ? 
' Farewellj then, all that truly ennobles 
human nature. Pride, pomp, and cruelty 
domineer without controul. The very name 
of liberty becomes odious; and man, de- 
generated, contents himself with the licence 
to eat, drink, sleep, and die at the will of an 
ignorant, base, libidinous superior. The 
sword rules absolutely. Reason, law, phi- 
losophy, learning, repose in the tomb with 
departed liberty. The sun of the moral 
world is extinguished; and the earth is 
overshadowed with darkness and with 
death. Better had it been for a man not 
m have been born, than bom in a country 
rendered by the wickedness of government, 
corrupting and enslaving a whole people, a 
BBLi. anticipated. 

Section XIX. 
Certain Passages in Dr, Brown'* 
" Estimate" which deserve the serious 
Consideration of all who would oppose 
the. Subversion of a free Canatitutim 
by Corruption of Manners and Prin- 
ciples, and by undue Influence. 

Xj^EW books have been more popular than 
.■*■. BaowM's Estimate of the Manners and 



Principles of the Times, He wrote with 
sincerity and ability ; but his unfortunate 
end, occasioned hy mental disease, had a 
very unfavourable influence on the circula- 
tion of his book, and his posthumous fame. 
Nothing can, however, be more unreason- 
able, than to depreciate a book, allowed by 
all, at its first appearance, to contain indis- 
putable and important truth, because of 
the misfortune, or even misconduct, of its 
author subsequent to its publication. I 
confidently recommend the following pas- 
sages to the consideration of every true 
lover of that free constitution which ren- 
ders our country conspicuously hapoy and 
honourable among the nations whicn sur- 
round it. 

'* The restraints laid on the royal prero- 
gative at the revolution, and the itecession 
of liberty thus gained by the people, pro- 
duced two effects with respect to parlian 
ments. One was, that instead of bemg oc" 
casionally, they were thenceforward annualfy 
assembled ; the other was, that whereas on 
any trifling offence given they had usually 
been intimidated or dissolved, they now foiind 
themselves possessed of new dignity and 
power; their consent being necessary for 
radsing annual supplies, 

" No body of men, except in the simplest 
and most virtuous times, ever found them" 
selves possessed of power, but many of them 
would attempt to turn it to their own pri- 
VA.TE ADVAN^TAGB. Thus the parliament^ 
finding themselves of weight, and finding, 
at the same time, that the disposal of all 
lucrative employments was vested in the 
crown, soon bethought themselves, that in 
exchange for their concurrence in gramtioja; 
supplies, and forwarding the measures of 
government, it was but equitable that the 
crown should concur in vesting them or 
their dependents with the lucrative employ- 
ments of state. 

" If this was done, the wheels of govern- 
ment ran smooth and quiet; but if ariv 
large body of claimants was dispossessed^ 
the public uproar began, and public mear- 
smres were oostructed or overturned. 

« William the Third found this to be the 
natural turn, and set himself, like a politic 
dan, to oppose it; he therefore silenced 
all he could by places and pensions, and 
hence the origin of making of parlia- 

MXNTS." . . 

This making of parliaments, I contend, lis 
fundi nosfri calamitas, the origin of all our 
present political evil ; it defeated the gbod 
purposes of the revolution, and tended tb 
mtroduce the despotism of the Stuarts, 
under the mask of liberty. It arose from 
the corruption of the people, and has gone 
on augmenting it to this veiy day. 

" Vanity, luxury, and eflimmacy," pro- 
ceeds Dr. Brown, "increased beywid ali 
G 
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belief within th^se thirty years; as they arft 
of a teffithf 8o are they of a craving and tm-i 
satisfied nature. The present rage of plean 
sure and unmanly dissipation hath 
created a train of new necessities, which in 
their demands outstrip evei^ supply. 

<* And if the great piinciples of religion^ 
honour, and public spirit are weak or lost 
among us, what effectual check can there 
be upon the orcat, to oontroul their un-> 
warranted pursuit of lucrative employ- 
mbnts, for the gratification of these un- 
manly passions? 

^ In a nation so circumstanced, it is na- 
tural to imasine that, hext to gaming and 
RIOT, the chief attention of the great 
WORLD must be turned on the business of 

-RLECTlON-JOBRING, of SECURING COUN- 
TIES, controuling, bribing, or buying bo" 
.ROUGHS ; in a word, on me possession of a 
great parliamentary interest. 

^< But what an aggravation of this evil 
would arise, shoula ever those of the 
ki^st rank, though prohibited by act 
OF PARLIAMENT, iusult the laws, by inter- 
fering in elections, by soliciting votes, or 
procuring others to soUcit them, by influ- 
encing elections in an avowed defiance of 
their country, and even Belling vacant seats 
in parliament to the best bidder.*' 

Would not this be treason against the 
eon$Htuti9n ? a more dangerous and heinous 
political crime than any that have been 
prosecuted by attornies-general? Does not 
this directly destroy the democratical part 
of the system, and establish a power inde- 
pendent both of the monarch and the 
l^ple ? Are not bothj therefore, interested 
in putting a stop to such gross violations of 
law and eauity? 

*' What," continues Dr. Brown, " can we 
suppose woidd be the real drift of this iUe- 

fitunate waste (among the great) of time, 
onours, wealth, and labour ? Mi^ht not 
the very reason publicly assigned ror it be 
this : * That they may strengthen them* 
Mves and families, and thus gain a lasting 
interest \(ba they call it) for their depend- 
ants, sons, and posterity V Now what woiAd 
this imply but a supposed right or privilege 
4>f demanding lucrative employs, as 
the chief object, of their views?— We see 
then howtlie politioal system of self-inte- 
rest is at length completed. 

** Thus faction is established, not on am- 
bition, but on avarice : on avarice and 
■rapacity, for the ends of dissipation. 

<< The great contention among those of 
iv^mily and fcnrtune will be in the afiair of 
election interest: next to efieminate 
pleasure and gaming; this (for the same 
end as gaming) will of course be the 
capital pursuit ; this interest will naturally 
be re^uded as a kind offmnUyfundf for the 
provision of the younger branches. 



/'In a natioB so dnumstanced, m^ 
high and important posts,' in every public^ 
and important profession, must of course* 
be filled by men, who instead of ^AUity uid 
vtr^tie, plead this interest (in elections) for 
their BEST title. 

** Thus, in a time when science, capacin 
ty, courage, honour, religion, pubhe spirit 
are rare, the remaining few who possess 
these virtues will often be shut out ftotXk 
these stations, which thej woakl fill wi^ 
honour; while every pnbhe and importenf 
employ will abound with men, whose 
manners and principles are of the newest 
fashion. •- 

" Is not the parliamentary interest of 
every powerful family continually rung in 
the ears of its branches and dependent! 
And does not this inevitably tend to relax 
and weaken the application of the^oiii^ 
men of ouality and fortune, and renckr every 
man, who has reliance on this principle, 
less qualified for those very stations, which 
by this very principle he obtains. For why 
should a youth of family orjashion, (thus h^ 
argues with himself^) why should he sub- 
mit to the drudgery op schools, col- 
leges, ACADEMIES, voyages, campaigns, 
fatigues, and dangers, when he can Rise 

TO THE HIGHEST STATIONS by the SmOOth 

and easy path of parliamentary in« 

TEREST ? 

" Where efieminacy and selfish vanity 
form the ruling chafacter of a people, then 
those of kigh rank will be of all others mos€ 
vain, most selfish, most incapable, most 
efieminate. 

" Such are the efiects of the prevailing 
principle of self-interest in high life. Bm 
if we take into the account all that despi' 
cable train of political managers, agents, and 
borough-jobbers, which hang like leeches 
upon the great, nor ever quit their hold 
till they are full gor^, we shall then see 
this reigning evil m its last perfection. For 
here, to incapacity and demerit, is generally 
added insolence. Every low fellow of 
this kind looks upon the man of genius^ 
capacity, and virtue, as his natnral enemy. 
He regards him with an evil eye ; and hence 
undermines or defames him; as one whd 
thwart^ his views, questions his ritle, and 
endangers his expectations,*^ 

In another place, the same author very 
plainly deduces the corruption of the youth 
of the nation, the young nobility and gentry 
in particular, from parliamentary corruption, 

" Notwithstanding the privilege vested in 
the commons of commandinz the purses of 
their constituents, it is not dimcult to point 
out a situation where this privilege would 
be nothing but a name. And as in ihb 
last century the regal and democratic 
branches by turns bore down the constilu^ 
tioD, so, in such a situation as is here sup- 
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posedy the regl danger, though hidden^ 
\irould lurk, in the aristocratic braach, which 
would be secretly bearing down the power 
both of the king and peome. 

** The matter may be explained in a 
small compass. Cannot we put a case, in 
which the parliamentary intereit of the 
great nobilUy might swallow up the house 
of commons? Members might be elected* 
indeed; and elected inform too. But by 
whom mi^ht thevbe really elected? By 
the free voice of the people f No impartial 
man would say it. It were easy to supjpose 
tiaxXy or forty men, who, if wantec^ nught 
go nigh to command a majority in the 
jower nouse. The members of that house 
might seem to be the representatives of the 
people; but would be, in truth, a great 
part of them, no more than the confmUsion- 
ed deputies of their respective chi^Sy whose 
sentiments they would give, and whose 
iaUerests they would pursue. 
. '* Thus, while power would, in appear- 
mice, be centering in the lower house, it 
would in reality be lurking in the higher. 

<^ This state of things might not perhaps 
result from any design in the aristocratic 
branch to destroy the constitution. They 
might have no farther views than those of 
g<Un^ vanity^ or pleasure. Notwithstanding 
.this, their conduct might have those effects 
which their intentions never aspired to. 
Let us consider the most probable effects. 

" The first fatal effect which offers itself 
io observation is, liiat the consciousness of 
^ch an increaain^ and exorbitant power, 
which the lords might acquire in the house 
of; commons, would destroy all honest 
AMBITION in the younger gentry. They 
would know, that the utmost pdnt they 
could hope to arrive at would only be to 
become tne deputy of some great lord 
in a county or borough. All the intentions 
of such a post can be aBSwered by igno- 
jiANCE AND 8ERVLUTY Utter than by 
genius AND PUBLIC SPIRIT. People of 
the latter stamp, therefore, would not na- 
tm^Uy be appomted to the task; and this, 
once known, would check the growth cf 
^ffWis and public spirit throiigbout the na^ 
tj^. The few men of abil&y and sfHrit 
that might be left, seeing this to be the 
case, would naturally betake themselves to 
.such private awnuements as a free mind can 
honestly enjoy. All hope^ and therefore, 
^y degrees, all desire of serving their couo- 
try, would be extinguished. 

<* Thus honest ambition would natu- 
rally and generally be quenched. But 
(^en where ambition cmtimed^ it would be 
perverted. Not useful, but semik talents 
would be applauded; and the rulins pride 
would be, not that of freemen, but of 
slaves.'* 

The above remarks were made Jong be- 



fore American independence was establyib* 
ed, the French revolution thought of, or 
the discussions on the subject of parliament* 
tary reform became general. The author 
wrote the pure result of impartial observa- 
tion; and what he wrote deserves the seri- 
ous attention of all honest meuy all good 
members of the community. I will make 
no comments upon it, but leave it to ope- 
rate on the mind with its own force. 

Section XX. 
On aevereU SubfecU muggeUed hy Lord 
Mekambe'M ^' Diary;** pariumlariy 
the Practice of bartering the 0ur4 
of Souls for the Corruption of Par^ 
uawent, 

IT is very desirable, that country gentle* 
men* who are often incUned to shew a 
blind attachment to ministers, as if loyalty 
were due to the servants of a court as well 
a& to the master, would peruse, with atteivr 
lion, the Diary of Lord Melcombe. Ther» 
they are admitted behind the curtain, and 
even under the stase, to see the machinery. 
There they behold filthy workmen, dirty 
wheels within wheels, every thing o£fensiv9 
to the eye, and all bu^ for hire to produoe 
.a specious outside show on the sta^e, for 
the amusement of the spectators, while the 
show-men pocket the pence. It would 
have been worth the while of courtiers to 
have paid the price of a campaign in Flan- 
kers, and the subsidy of % German prince» 
to ha»re suppressed the publicaticMi of Lord 
JdelciHnbe^B Diary. The secrets ai the 
minbterial conclave are there laid opens 
and the sight and stench are no less dia^ 
^ustfiil than those which strike the senses 
on the opening of a jakes or a common 
sewer. Nothing but ttie most selfish cover 
tousness, the weakest vanity, the meanest, 
dirtiest, most villanous of the passions 1 
No reeard for the happiness of the nation, 
muchless^ the happiness of mankind; en^ 
general struggle, by artifice and intngue, 
not by honourable and useful exertions, for 
pow^, profit, and titles I It micht be sup- 
posed, that the parties concerned were ban- 
ditti, contending in a cave about the division 
of plunder. How are the words lord and 
duke disgraced and prostituted, when pre- 
fixed tu miscreants warmly engs^d in such 
transactions 1 Such men are truly levellers, 
the enemies of the peerage, the mvoluntarj 
promoters of equahiy 1 In a greedy rap»- 
€iousness for tnem^elve8, they forget not 
p^y the ^pod of their country and mankind, 
hut the mterest of their own privileged 
order. 

When little and base minds, like the 
heroes i}f Bubb Doddington*9 Diary, be a 
rule, every thing, even religion itself, be- 
comes an instrument of corruption. It is 
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well understood by every body, that church 
iireferments, even with cure of soulsy have^ 
long been used to secure the interest of 
courts in venal boroughs ; but the follow- 
ing passage contains a curious proof of it, 
under the hand of Lord Melcombe,and 
under the authority of the then prime mi- 
nister, the Duke of Newcastle. 

" December the 11th, 1753," (says Lord 
Melcombe,) " 1 saw the Duke of Newcastle. 
I told him, that in the election matters (of 
Bridgwater and Weymouth) those who vxmld 
take money I would pay, and not bring him 
a bill ; those that would not take, he must 
jm; and I recommended my two parsons 
pi Bridgwater and Weymouth, Burroughs 
and Franklin :— he entered into it very 
CORDIALLY, and assured me they should 
have the first crown livings that should 
be vacant in those parts, if we would look 
out and send him the first intelligence. — I 
said, I must think, that so much offered, 
and so little asked, in such hands as theirs, 
and at a time when boroughs were parti- 
cularly MARKETABLE, could uot fail of re- 
moving, at least, resentments^ and of obtain- 
ing pardon. — His Grace was very hearty 
and cordial. 

" 29lh. Went to the Dwke of Newcastle, 
and got the living of Broadworthy for Mr. 
Burroughs. 

« March 21st. Went to the Duke of 
•Newcastle — told him I was come to assure 
him of my most dutiful &^c^on and sincere 
attachment to him, having no engagements 
to make me look to the right or the left. 
—I engaged to choose two members for Wey- 
mouth, which he desired might be a son of 
the Duke of Devonshire, and Mr. Ellis of 
the admiralty. I supposed he would con- 
firm that nomination — but that was nothins 
to me.* He might name whom he pleased. 
Mr. Pelham told me the King asked him 
if I seriously designed to endeavour to keep 
Lord Egmont out of Bridgwater. Mr. Pel- 
ham told his Majesty that he thought I 
would ; that I desired him to lay the at the 
hinges feet, and tell him, that as I found it 
would be agreeable to his Majesty, I 
would spare neither pains nor expence to 
exclude him. The Puke of Newcastle said 
he had seen how handsome my proceedings ' 
had been; that this was the most noble 
that could be imagined ! . . . I said. What if I 
came into the place Sir Thomas Robinson 
left ? He considered a little, and said. Very 
well, pray go on. I said 1 would particu- 
larly support him in the house, wltere he 
would chietiy want it. He said he knew I 
would. I said. There is my old place — 
treasurer of the navy; I should like 

* Tuus, O dux magne, quid optes 

Explorare labor; mihi jussa capessere fas est. 

VlRO. 



that better than any thing. But I 
added. Why should I enter into these 
things ; I leave it wholly to your grace. 
He said the direction of the house of com- 
mons was fallen upon him — therefore he 
could not chuse by affection, but must com- 
ply with those who could support him <^cre^ 
I said I understood so ; and that I thought 
I might pretend to some abilities that way ; 
that m the opposition, I was thought of some 
use there; that in court, indeed, I never un- 
dertook much, because he knew I never ukis 
supported: but now, when I should be si^~ 
ported, I hoped I might pretend to be ks 
useful there as my neighbours. He said 
it was incontestibly so. I said, that con- 
sidering that I chose six members for them 
at my own great expense, I thought the 
world in general, and even the gentlemen 
themselves, could not expect that their 
pretensions should give me the exclusion. 
He said, that what I did was very great ! 
that he often thought with surprise at the 
ease and cheapness of the election at Wey- 
moutib ! that they had nothing hke it ! I 
said, I believed there were few who coiild 
give HIS Majesty six members for nothing. 
He said he reckoned five, and had put 
down five to my account. — I said I must 
be excused from talking any more about 
myself; that I left it entirely to him and to 
the King ; that I was fully determined to 
make this sacrifice to his Majesty ; that I 
knew I had given no just cause of offence, 
but that I would not justify it with his Ma- 
jesty; that it was enough that he was dis- 
pleased, to make me ttiink that I was in 
the wrong, and to beg him to forget it : I 

WOULD NOT even BB IN THE RIGHT 

AGAINST him; and I was very sure I 
would never again be in the wrong against 
him, for which I hoped his Grace would be 
my caution. He said he would, with all 
his heart. He took me up in his arms 
and KISSED me twice, with strong assur- 
ances of affection and service.'* 

A few days after, this honest man went 
to Bridgwater to manage the election, smd 
thus proceeds his Diary : 

" April 14, 15, 16. Spent in the in- 
famous AND DISAGREEABLE COMPLIAWdE 
with the low habits of VEWAL 
wretches," the electors of Bridgwater.' 

If the men of Bridgwater, urged per- 
haps by want, were venal wretches, what 
must we think of the Duke of Newcastle 
and Lord Melcombe? I hope my reader 
will pause, and ponder the words of the 
preceding passage. They furnish a great 
deal of matter for very serious reflection to 
those who regard the true interests either 
of church or state; 

Lord Meleombe's Diary was much read 
when it first came out; but it has since 
fallen into neglect. Events, however, have 
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hap|)ened in the political world, which ren- 
der it extremely interesting at the present 
period. In consequence of the French re- 
volution, much pains have been taken to 
decry the people, and extol the aristocra- 
tical part of society. The tide has run 
wonderfully, in consequence of false alarms 
and ministerial artifices, in favour of courts 
atid courtiers. The people have been called, 
not only venal wretches, but the swinish 
multitude. Long and tiresome books have 
been written to run down the people, as 
destitute of virtue, principle, of every thing 
honest and honourable, and that can give 
' them any right to interfere with the grand 
mysteries of a cabinet. But he who reads 
and considers duly the very striking anec- 
dotes and conversations in Lord Melcombe*s 
Diary, will see, that, in order to find ve- 
nality in its full growth, and survey sordid- 
ness in its complete state of abomination, 
it will be necessary to turn from low to 
high life. 

The people are often turbulent and indis- 
creet in their transactions, but they are 
alWays honest and always generous. They 
feel strongly for the cause of humanity and 
justice. They have a noble spirit, which 
leads them to view meanness and sinister 
conduct with detestation. But is there any 
of this manly independence, this honest 
openness, this regard for the rights and 
happiness of man, among those whom Lord 
Melcombe, so unfortunately for the great 
vulgar, has introduced to public notice ? 
There is all the deceit in his own character 
which would denominate a man a swindler 
in the commercial walks of life. All the 
transactions of the junto are conducted with 
the timidity, secrecy, duplicity of a nest of 
thieves, mutually fearmg and fawning, 
while they hate and despise each other from 
their heart's core. 

On the practice of purchasing votes in 
boroughs, oy bartering the cure of souls, 
the most sacred charge, if there be any 
thing saered in human affairs, I shall ex- 
patiate more at large in a future Section. 

This Bubb Doddington, after selling 
himself, betraying the prhice, and offering 
Ahh six members to the best bidder, was 
*made a lord. He was created Baron of 
Melcombe Regis, as a reward for such 
prostitution of principles as ought to have 
caused him to be branded in the forehead 
with a mark of indelible infamy. 

But can we suppose that there has been 
but one Bnbb Doddington in this country ? 
one" Newcastle ? I wish the supposition 
were founded in probability. It would be 
the simplicity of idiotism to suppose, that 
Bubb Doddington has not exhibited in his 
Diary a picture of parasitical courtiers, in 
all times and countries where corruption 
» the main principle of administration. 



If such men should, in any country of 
Europe, influence the councils of princes, 
and manage the popular assemblies, would 
there not %c reason to be alarmed for Ae 
best constitution ever devised by human 
wisdom ? Such men hate the people. They 
love nothifjff but themselves, the emolu- 
ments of places, the distinction of titles, 
and the pomp and vanity of the courts in 
which they flatter and are flattered. They 
will ever wish for a military government, 
to Aire the saucy crowd, and keep them 
from, intruding on their own sacred privi- 
leges and persons. The Herculean hand 
of a virtuous people can alone cleanse the 
Augean stable of a corrupted court formed 
of miscreant toad-eaters like Lord Mel- 
combe. 

Section XXI. 

On choosing rich Men, without Parts, . 
Spirit, or Liberality, as Representa* 
tives in the National Council. 

IT has been long observed, that none are 
* more desirous of increasing their pro- 
perty than they who have abundance. The 
greatest misers are those who possess the 
greatest riches. None are fonder of die 
world than they who have engrossed a large 
share of it. If they should acknowledge 
that they have eno\igh money, yet tliey 
cannot but confess, at the same time, that 
they think themselves entitled, in conse- 
quence of their property, to civil honours, 
power, and distinction. They have a kind 
of claim, in their own opinion, to court 
favour ; especially as they are ready to use 
the influence, which their riches give them, 
in support of any minister for the time 
being, and in the general extension of royal 
prerogative. Are such men likely to be 
independent members.of a senate, honestly 
following the dictates of their judgment or 
conscience, and consulting no interest but 
that of MAN in general, and the people in 
particular, by whom they are deputed? 
There are no men greedier of gain than 
such men, and none more attached to those 
vain honours, which a minister bestows in 
order to facilitate the movements of his 
political machine. None will rake so 
deeply in the dirt to pick up a penny as 
a rich miser; none ^yill contend more 
eagerly for a feather in the «ap, than those 
whose minds are weak, empty, and attach- 
ed to the world by the consciousness of 
being, in great measure, its proprietors. 

But what is it to me, as an elector, that 
the man who solicits my vote has, by great 
cunning, sordid arts, and insatiable avarice, 
accumulated great riches ? Has wisdom, 
has virtue, has knowledge, has philanthropy 
increased with his increasing fortune ? Un- 
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ootBRKm success, enormoiia wealth, ac- 
quired in the short space of half a hmnap 
hie, is a vraumptive evidence of lUtk 
principle in me means of acquiring and as 
little generosity in the modes ofgiving or 
expending it. Perhaps he inAcnVs his un- 
bounded riches. What then ? His ancet^ 
ton were probably knaves or muck-worms. 
In this case, he has not to plead the merit 
of industry. His ancestors have left him 
vast sums of money; when perhaps his 
own talents would scarcely have earned 
him a penny, or kept him out of the parish 
poor-house. 

Nevertheless, because he is rich, though 
totally destitute of parts and virtue, be 
stands forward boldly as a candidate to 
represent a city or a county. He finds 
thousands ready to clamour on his side, 
and to give him their vote. He can treat 
bountifully, open houses, and give away 
ribands plentifully. Therefore he is con- 
stituted a senator, a national, counsellor, 
commissioned to vote away the people*s 
money, and to decide on the most im- 
portant questions of constitutional liberty. 
What^ can he do but put himself into 
harness, and be driven his daily stage, by 
the political ceachman, the prime minister? 
He cannot go alone. He has not sense 
enough to judge for himself in the smallest 
difficulty. He has not spirit enough to 
preserve his independence ; therefore he will 
consider himseli merely as a puppet, to be 
moved by the higher powers, at their will ; 
a stop-gap, to fill up a place which might 
be occupied by an abler member, whose 
virtues and talents might serve the public 
indeed, but would render him troublesome 
to those who gladly dispense with all vir- 
. tuous inl erference . 

Let us suppose, for argument sake, four 
such poor creatures (such I call them, 
though ridiin gold) chosen to represent the 
city of London, the grand emporium of the 
world, and, from its number of inhabitants, 
daiming a fuller representation than any 
part of uie nation. I own the supposition 
IS most disgraceful ; for it can never nappen, 
one would think, that such a city should 
not supply men of the first abilities^ for a 
trust so important and so honourable. But 
Jet us suppose the city, from a system of 
manners favoured by, and favourable to, 
ministerial corruption, so far degraded as to 
choose four men of very moderate abilities 
and characters, merely liccause they happen 
to be rich contractors, and of scycophantic 
dispositions, likely to pursue their mon in- 
terest by servilely obeying the beck of a 
Jninister. . 

Suppose them onoe in for seven years. 
The taverns are now shut up, the advertUe- 
menitf the canvassmg all forgotten, and 
they <;omBijence as arrant couriers a* the 



meanest tool of power, jna, hy a paltry \otdf 
into a rotten borough of Sussex, W)ltshir»» 
or Cornwall. 

3ut ms^-k the mischief. As they nomi^ 
nally represent the first city in the world, 
the measures which thei/ vote for, (because 
they are bidden, and hope for contracts and 
baronetages,^ are supposed, by foreigners 
at least, to nave the concurrence oi the 
most important part of the British empira^ 
Though the minister may despise tnem 
from his heart, personally, yet he avails 
himself of that weight wh^ch the plaoe 
they represent gives them in the eyes o^ 
strangers. " The great ctVy is with him,^' 
(in the only place he pretends to know it, 
the house of representatives.) 

Their ignorance, their meanness, and 
their s^rcophancy, have, another efi'ect^ 
highly injurious to all plans of constir 
tutional reformation. ^'Here, (says th« 
courtier) are four men sent by the firsjt 
city in the world. Are they better senatorsj, 
or more respectable men, than those who 
are sent from Old Sarum, or any of ^ 
boroughs inhabited by be^ggars, and pur-r 
chased by lords, as a lucrative speculation 1*^ 
The probability is, (he will say of them,) 
that, with more greediness after gain, frona 
the sordid habits of their youth, they liav^ 
less of the accomplishments and liberality 
of gentlemen. Their eagerness to raise 
their families, renders them more tractable 
tools, in the hands of a skilful minister, 
-than those whose families are already 
raised, and who, however they may place 
themselves under the guidance . of the 
peerage, have had an education which 
ought to have given them enlarged minda 
and sentiments of honour. 

Thus the friend to despotic principle^ 
and the opposer of parliamentary reform, 
draws an argument from the meanness of 
rich men, (sent by great cities to parliament 
merely because ihey are rich,) ajgainst aU 
improvement of the representation. . The 
boroughs, he alleges, send at least gen^ 
tlemen and well-mformed men, though 
in circumstances comparatively indigent; 
whereas these great commercial b^ie^ 
placing all excelknce in the possession jof 
superior wealth, depute men as senator^ 
who are unqualified for any department 
beyond the warehouse or the counting*- 
house, whose views are confined, and pur«» 
poses habitually sordid and selfish. He 
urges, that, from the specimens afibrded by 
great cities, there is no reason to coiw 
elude that the extension of the righ^ 
of suffrage would render the reiparesen-- 
tative body more virtuous or enlightened. 
He doubts whether it would be favourable 
to liberty. If great bodies depute men only 
for then: property, since they who have most 
usually loofi^ most, none wiU be readier to 
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•ell theinsdv«s ai^d their constituents to a. 
minister, for a feather or a sugar-pluniy 
^aR the representatives of great bodies, 
delegated to parliament roerelybecatise they 
have inherited or acquired, excessine rkhe^ 
with scarcely any^ ideas beyond the multi* 
plication-tabie. 

Men deputed to paarliaraent should cer- 
taioly be hx above want; but I contend 
that riches, independent of personal merit, 
can never be a sufficient recommendation. 
It is the most important trust that can be 
vcposed in man. It requires a most com* 
jtrehensive education, strong natural abiK- 
ties, and, what is greater than all, a Just, 
honest, upright heart, with a manly firm- 
ness, and an enlarged philanthropy. 

Can there be any difficulty in finding, at 
atfy time^ four men of such character in the 
city of London, or two such in any county 
of England ? Certainly not ; especially 
when the corrupting idea shall be exploded, 
Aat PROPERTY is m&best qualification for 
a national counsellor and lawgiver. AbU 
and honest men are not the most inclined to 
llmast themselves fotward, and to obtrude 
^emselves, much less to enteir into com- 
petition, when all the influence of riches 
and ministerial fkvour will be exerted to 
traduce their character, to frustrate their 
endeavours, and send them back to private 
life with their fortunes injured, and their 
tranquiUity disturbed. The electors must 
iearcn for such men, and draw them from 
their virtuous obscurity. Thus honoured, 
they will go into the senate with the pure 
motives of serving their counti^ and man- 
kind; and return, with clean handsy suffi- 
ciently rewarded by the blessings of the 
people. 

The city of London, and all great cities, 
as well as counties, are to be most seriously 
exhorted, to consider the importance of the 
trust they delegate at an election, and to 
choose men of known abilities, and ex- 
perienced attachment to the cause of the 
peo]^. They should beware of men, how- 
ever opulent and respectable in private life, 
who can have no other motive for obtruding 
on public life, for which they are uK^tta/i- 
fiedy but to raise themselves and families to 
fortune and distinction, by selling their tnutt 
to a minister. Such men can never be 
friends to liberty and the people. They 
contribute, by means of their property, to 
the general system of corruption ; and, per- 
haps without knowing it, (for they huw 
but httle,) promote, most effectually, the 
•pirit of despotism. 

Section XXIL 

Of the despotic Influence of great Mer* 
•kxrnti over their Subaiterm, of Cus* 
UmBmo9ertk$ir Ttadumeny andrich 
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irttdmff- Compamm omr Hkeif i 
Dependents, in compelling them H 
vote for Court Candidates for Seats 
in Parliament, merely to serve Pri- 
vate Interest, withaat the smallest 
regard for pubUc Liberty and Hap^ 
piness, or the Fitness or Unfitness 
of the Candidate. 
'T'HE rottenness of corruption, originating' 
-*• from ministers, intoxicated with the 
love of power, amd greedy after the emolu- 
ments of office, is sometimes found (espe* 
cially under the influence of false ahrms) to* 
pervade the whole mass of the people, and 
to infect the very heart of the body-oolitia 
The vitals of liberty become taintea, and,* 
without great efforts, a mortification may be 
justly apprehended. 

In this corrupt state, little despots, aspir- 
mg at court favour, hoping to draw the no- 
tice of the minister on their faithfiil endea^ 
vours to serve him, arise in almost every 
town and village of the country, and irt 
every street of^a great city. They claim 
and exercise a jurisdiction overcertam vas- 
sals, as tihey &iink them, their tradesmen, 
their tenants, and all others, who derive 
emoluments from them in the way of their 
business, or expect their custom and counte- 
nance. If the VASSALS presume to act fiw 
themselves as men and freemen, they lose 
their business, their dwelling places, their 
farms, and all chance of acquiring a com- 
petency. The vengeance of the litUe despots 
pursues them; and frequently quits not 
the chace, till it has hunted them down to 
destruction. 

Even in the City or London, opulent 
as it is, and independent as it might be, a 
city which used to be the first to stand up 
in defence of liberty, an overbearing in- 
fluence can find its way to the obscurest 
district, and insinuate itself into the bUnd- 
est alley. The oreat i^erchant or manu- 
facturer, who is necessarily connected 
with many subordinate traders or workmen, 
considers the infiuence he gains from ex- 
tensive connections in business, as a very 
valuable and vendible commodity at the 
market of a mhmter. Naturally wishing to 
make the most of his trade, he resolves to 
treat this comiection as a part of his stodki 
and cause it to bring him an ample return. 
At least he will adventure. It may be it 
prize to him, as it has been to many. Much 
depends on his own prudential manage^ 
ment of the commodity. It may lead to a 
valuable contract, especially if kind fortune 
should kindle the Aames of war; it may 
open the path to court favours of various 
kinds ; it may ultimately confer a seat in 
the house, and perhaps a baronetage. 
This last honour is highly desirable, as il 
removes at once the filth that natHral[y 
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attaches to the very name of cUizen^ dealer 
aad chapman. 

In the city of London, the majority of 
electors, who send the few members of par- 
hament allotted to it, are of the middle, and 
indeed of the inferior rank of shopkeepers, 
rarely rising to the dignity of merchants, 
who reside at the houses with great gates, 
or rather in the new squares, two or three 
miles oiorth'West of the polluted and pol- 
luting city : for sueh is the insolence of 
little city despots who are in a vtry great 
way, that they commonly despise the freedom 
of the city where their counting-house 
stands, and where they gain their phuns. 
They do not condescend to be free of the 
city. They would consider it as a degrada- 
tion from their gentility to be liverymen 
and members of a city company. Livery- 
men indeed I What! great men, as all 
BANKERS are. East India Directors, /usu- 
rious money-lenders, living magnificently in 
Portland-place, or Portman-square, or the 
grand avenues to them, to be "LI VERY- 
MEN ! Horrid degradation ! The very idea 
is shocking to the spirU of despotism. It is 
time enough to take up their freedom of 
the city, when it is necessary, as candidates, 
to possess that qualification. There are too 
many votes to make it worth while to be a 
voter. These great men, therefore, view 
the electors as subordinate persons, whom 
they may send on an errand to Gnildhall 
to vote for the minister's candidate, just 
as they would dispatch a clerk or porter to 
the Custom-house, to take a Custom-house 
oath, or to do any job connected with the 
low trade or manufacture which enables 
them to associate with the fine folk of St. 
James*s. 

The elector who goes to the hustings 
piust, indeed, vote upon his oath, that he has 
received and u;i7/ receive no bribe. He 
does not consider the lucrative employ- 
ments and the emoluments arising from 
the great man^s custom, which would be 
lost on disobedience, as a bribe, and there^ 
fore votes against his judgment, conscience, 
and inclination, without a murmur ; espe- 
dallv as his daily bread may perhaps de- 
pend on his obsequiousness, and very likely 
the comfort and security of a wife and a 
large family. 

This conduct of the great men is not 
only unconstitutional and affronting to the 
city, but as truly despotic in principle as 
any thing done by the Grand Seignior. It 
is mean also and base to the last degree ; 
for the great men usually exert not their 
influence from fnendship to the minister, 
or to a candidate, or from any regard to a 
cause which they think connected with the 
public good; but solely to serve them- 
selves, to provide for poor relations, to en- 
rich or to aggrandize an upstart family, 



already rendered Wretched and contemptible 
by fungous pride. 

The glorious rights and privileges of 
Englishmen, of which we read and hear so 
much, are then to be all sacrificed to serve 
a man, who perhaps went out as a writer 
to the East Indies, and returned in five or 
six years, laden witli riches; the injured 
widow and orphan in vain lifting up their 
hands, and uttering their lamentations over 
the deaf ocean, while the spoiler is hasten- 
ing to Europe with that treasure which, as 
it was gained by extortion, is to be ex- 
pended in corruption. 

Male parta male dilabuntur. 

A prodigious recommendation this, as a 
iiepresentatit^e in parliament of industrious 
citizens, who have toiled all their lives at 
the counter, or in the manufactory, for a 
bare competence ! 

When nabobs, as they are called, per- 
fect ALIENS, recommended only by richea 
and court influence, can sea* themselves for 
great cities and counties as easily as they 
used for Cornish' boroughs, there cer- 
tainly is reason to fear that the spirit of 
despotism has rapidly increased, and is pro- 
ceeding to destroy all remains of public 
virtue among the people. The question 
naturally arises, if a nabob, a perfect 
alien, should ever be elected for the city of 
London; whether, in so large a body as 
the free-born citizens, and among the livery 
of London, a man is not to be found who 
has served a regular apprenticeship, gone 
through all the gradations of successful 
trade, and become a member of the cor- 
poration, worthy to represent the first com- 
mercial body in the universe? Is.it ne- 
cessary to import members, as w^ do tea 
and muslins, from China and Beneal ? 
Honesty, virtue, independence, and abili- 
ties, must indeed be rare qualities, firom 
Temple-bar to Whitechapel, if not enough 
of them can be found to constitute a repre- 
sentative in parliament. Must the English 
oak be neglected, for exotics raised rapidly 
in warm climates; and from the has^ 
growth of which very little is to be de- 
pended upon, when the wind and weather 
assail them? A sad . encouragement ibJA to 
die young merchants, traders, and manu^ 
facturers who enter regularly on business; 
and become freemen and Uverymen, to find 
tiiat the most industrious and successful 
trader, and the best character, cannot 
secure the honourable appointments and 
important trusts, in the gift of their fellow* 
citizens! to find, tliat persons, who never 
served apprenticeship, never carried on 
trade, never became free, never were conr 
nected in the city companies, perfect 
strangers to the corporation^ and avowed 
(fespisers of them all, shall be made, t^ 
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the iniitlence of a minister, and the over- 
bearing weight of oriental riches, lbois- 
IfATOBs for the emporium of Europe ! If 
such an event were ever to happen, ft 
would discourage all virtue in tiie rmtig 
generation of merchants, traders and manu- 
facturers; and teach them, that every thing 
bows to ALMIGHTY' MONEY, howevcr ob- 
tained, and to COURT influence, always 
ready to favour overbearing and overgrcmn 
properly. It would be a melancholy symp- 
tom of degeneracy among the people. It 
would shew that tlie manfy spirit begins to 
iade and wither, as it has long done in Turkey 
and ^^gyptf under the spirit of despotism. 

It is truly alarming to all true English- 
men, to see great trfuUng cotnpaniet using 
the ii^uence which riches bestow, in se- 
conding the views of a minister ^ without the 
least attention to the public good, the pre- 
servation of liberty, and the happiness of 
the human race. It is certain, that men 
tinited in corporate bodies will act in a 
manner which they would be ashamed of 
in their private capacities ; because, when 
so united, the responsibility appears to be 
thrown from individuab on the ag o reo a t e, . 
and so attaching to every mil can be fixed 
on none. Such Dodies may be truly dan- 
gerous, when, from the hope of titles and 
oiher ^vours, the members who compose 
them, are servilely devoted to the miniiter ; 
not indeed to the man, but to Uie favomite 
at court, who, from his office, has in his 
hands the means of corruption, contracts, 
loans, lottery-tickets, appointments in all 
die professions, and, above all, titles. 
• Such monopotizine fraternities attack li- 
berty with the club of Hercules. They rise 
with gigantic force. Reason, argument, 
the law and the constitution yield to them, 
as the chaff before the wind. If they shduld 
not receive a powerful check from the peo- 
ple at large, who have not yet fallen down 
worshippers of gold, they must go on to 
establish, on the banks of the Thames, 
oriental despotism : and it would not be 
wonderful to see the two sheriffs riding up 
Gheapside on elephants,, with the Lord 
Mayor borne in a palanquin, on the necks 
tiSk MyerymeOf hastening to prostra/^ them- 
selves at the feet of a prime minister, now 
b^QQme as great as the Emperor of China : 
it would not /be wonderful to see Bankers 
trectine an oligarchy ; the great house in 
Leadenhall-street, a temple ; and a golden 
oa/^ the Gon. 

Section XXIII. 

i^fhe Pageantry of Life ; that it origin 

nates in the Spirit of Despotism ; and 

contributes to it, without advancing 

private any more than public Felicity , 

THE proud despise the people, represent 
.. then a» Uttte superior to the orutes. 



laueh at the idea of their rights, and seem 
to think that the world was made for them- 
selves only ; yet the proud are never satis- 
fied but when they attract the notice of this 
very people, by splendour, by ostentation, 
by the exercise of authority over them, and 
by insolent airs of self-importance. The 
people, it must be owned, in the simplicity 
of their hearts, gape with admiration at 
the passing spectacle which insults them 
with its glare, and feel themselves awe- 
struck wiin the grandeur of the cavalcade, 
which would tjample them in the dirt if 
they did not struggle to escape. 

Politicians, observing this effect of finery 
and parade on the minds of the unthinking, 
take care to dress up the idol, which they 
themselves pretend to worship, and which 
they' wish the people really to adore, in all 
the taudrv glitter of the Lady of Loretto. 
They find this kind of vulgar superstition 
eitremely favourable to meir interested 
views. Accordingly, in all despotic coun- 
tries, great pains are taken to amuse and 
delude the people with the trappings of 
royalty. Popery prevailed more by the 
gaudiness of its priests and altars, and the 
pomp of its processions, than firom the pro- 
gress of conviction. The people, in such 
circumstances, have indeed the pleasure 
of fine sights ; hut they usually pay much 
more dearly for them than for exhibitions 
at the theatre; and have this mortifying 
reflection, as a drawback from their plea- 
sure, that the pa^^ment is involuntary, and 
the sight a political delusion. It insults 
their tmderstandings, while it beguiles them 
of their rights ; and takes from them the 
earnings of their industry, while it teaches 
them to feel their own insignificance. ' 

But not only despots, courtiers, and pub- 
lic functionaries, tnink it proper to strike 
the vulgar with awe, bv purchasing finery 
of the builder, the tailor, and the coach- 
painter; buttlie titled and the overgrown 
rich men, through every partof evety comi 
munity, where family aggrandizement is 
procurable without public services, or pri- 
vate or personal virtue. Riches, in such 
societies, confer not only the means of lux^ 
iirious enjoyment, but of civil superiority. 
They assume a value not naturalijr their 
own, and become the succedanea of wisdom, 
patriotism, valour, jAarnin^, and benifi-i. 
cence. The great object is therefore to 
make an ostentation of riches> and to ke^j^ 
the people at a distance, by dazzling their 
eyes with the blaze of equipage and magni- 
ficence. As all the minuter luminaries 
gravitate to the sun in our solar system, so 
all these aspirants at distinction and eupe^ 
rior importance gravitate to royalty. The 
crown IS the glittering orb rouncl which 
they ambitiously revolve. They would all 
therefore contribute, if they virere able, to 
H 
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iMi Aew briiliaiiey, new lieat, new iitAii- 
enoe and powers of tUtraction to their foun- 
titis of glory. They turn to it as the sii»- 
Howw to the mn; and feel iJbeir odours 
.br^ter, and their leaves invigorated^ when 
a ray (^ favour falls upon them in a pecu- 
liar direction. They cannot turn a moment 
to the people. The popular climate chills 
them. Tne gales from this quarter are as 
the icy breezes from the froeen oegkns of 
^die north, whem llie gemal beams of solar 
iafiuence can scarcely penetrate. 

It may then be fairlj^ presumed, tisiat 
where all orders of the rich are vying with 
-each other to naake a splendid appearance, 
even above their rank and means of si^ 
port, the spirit of the times, among these 
orders at least, is favourable to the increase 
f&f court influence, and therefooe to the 
spiiitofdesDotism. 

This rivalry in splendour is, in course. 
Attended with great expense; an expense, 
wbidi by redudng independent fortunes, 
tdJsmi&iebes independence of spirit. They 
who are ruined in seconding the purposes of 
a «x)ttrt, Batuially think themselves entitled 
t/^ indemnity from court favour. They be* 
iKuaae then, merely tools of the mintster, 
andidsTO not speak or act, in any iiistemoe^ 
agaiBSt him, lest they renounce all hope of 
the glitteiing priae, the secret itntcenr^ the 
«Jiiare of ^e loaa, the lottery-tickets, tbe 
€x>ntfaet, the place, the pension, the ppovi- 
^on for a sen, a nephew, « cousin, or die 
filerical tutor of the family, who has per- 
tiaps grown grey in hungry hope, fed only 
by t^e meagre diet of a ministerid piH^mise. 

Thus the ra^e for outshining others in 
externals oontnbutes to ruin boith fortune 
and prind^. Add to tiiis, that the pre*, 
.valeiice of pa^antry erects in society a 
false standard of human excelleiice. Mon^ 
i>eoomes the dei1;v. Money is to give con* 
i^uenoe, coosiaeration, power. Money 
engrosses henowr, wliich is due, and has 
0itm been paid, ^ poverty, when adorned 
mlik ait, virtue, knonvfedlge, ear aqy other 
kind of personal merit. The man beoomes 
pojOiing, Mid mon^ all. How must the 
human mind nnk m sMdiaoEnjuoctuief 
ItB noblest ene]:;gie6 eannot ^ive it that esti- 
mation widli maidcind, which money, in- 
herited by a .feol, or acquired by a knave, 
holdly cktms and obtains. Then what en- 
fioiwagement to young men to pursue im- 
frevement with any sinfidar ardour f^ 
Cemmon attainments ane perhaps the best 
adiUkted to facilitaite the acquisition of 
«ioney. Connnea attainments and super- 
jgcial ornaments will fbnn the whole of 
.education. In the mean time, mv^ is 
.4)eglecfied, and human nature dc^eenerattes. 
Then sl^ in the deapoL Fodr t£e oonee- 
queno^ take f he. map, and look over the 
^X)\intties whi(^ farmed andoDt Gveece. 



. The pan^anlry pf Ufei' Oonsidered/in a 
pdiitical view, as deigned by the grimd^es 
to awe the poofij^, a»l keep Uiem out <jf 
the PARK of seifish he{)piness, which the 
grandees have fenced with hi^ pales^ and 
guarded with spnne-^uns and man-traps, 
certainly may lay clami to the praise of 
deep cunning or worldly wisdom. The 
pageantry of life may answer the purpose <of 
the scenery of the plaj^-hause, and keep 
the vulgar tirom beholding the grandees idf 
the worid, before they are dressed aqd 
made up for public exhibution. . The gaUecies 
would certamlv lose much of their veotam^ 
tien for tbe ttieatrical kmga, queens, mid 
nobles, if they were to see £em behind the 
scenes, unbedizened. The pageantiy of 
life is therefore highly effioaokxis in demd- 
ing the vulgar. When, not carried too far, 
and abused for the purposes of 0|f ression, 
it may sometimes have its use. But is it, 
in general, conducive to the happiness of 
man; either of those who are the actors in 
the ^geant, and gratify thdr pride by al^ 
tracting the eyes ol' beholders; or of thoae 
who are led by it to a foolish admiration 
and a tame acquiescence? Chains of gold 
asid silver are no less ^dling than fetters of 
iron. 

Pageanlrv has oomtribftited perhaps stoiie 
than any other cause to the prevalence of 
^ar, the baneof hapj^ess, the dif^prace ^ef 
human nature. The grand operations «f 
war, the splendour of arms, the finery of 
militaiv dress, have been the amusemeaits 
which Jdespots have chiefly delighted io, 
whenever tney ceuld behold them m perfect 
consistence with their own personal safety. 
The pageantry of war dazzles youns mindsy 
and Susies both armies and navies vntk 
willing victims. The ugliness of slaugh(sr> 
the desolation of fertile pkins, the buniina 
of peaceful villages, have all been unnotioa^ 
amid the pride, pomp, and circumstance it^f 
giorious war. The taste for felse glare anii 
deceitful appearances of happiness and 
elory, has then been one of t»e most pnv 
fific parents of human calamity. It has 
palliated robbery, and covered foui nmrabr 
with a glittering veil of tinsel. 

All imposture is ultimately praductwre of 
evil. Pageantry, in a wretched world like 
this, assumed by infirm mortals doeowd 
shortly to die, cannot but be dec^tlttl. Its 
object is to put off false and ooimteiAal 
goods fcnr true. There is nothing in hiamaa 
affairs that will justify or support that glaw 
of happiness wliich tbe pageantry of the 
rich and great wish to display. The naak 
is too small and too transparent to conceal 
the face of woe, the wriDkies of decay and 
imperfection. In times of great ignorance, 
wtSen scarcely any could read, and -very 
iftttle QQmnMiUQdoation was preservai axmmg 
ihe different orders of aocidt}^ the mum* 
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ifMry of ^urts sod courtiers taught the 
rv^iffur to believe that the iaternal orgainz^ 
^ tien of beings, so deeotated extenmllvy must 
be of a sufterior natwe. Princes 'and priests 
dressed themeclves in grdiesque garbs, m 
a kind of masqwevade halHt, to carry on the 
dekisiefn. But the veigp of ^eat wigs, tur 
gowits, hoods, and eloaks, is nearly at its 
ilose. Gilded ooaehes, hev^es richly 
;Caf)arisoned, gaudy hainnieF*c)eths, fine 
fcotmen, eiMieanrour to supply tbetr place; 
but thev have kist much of ti^ir influeiice; 
and at last it will be found, that to obtain 
4he respect of the people, it wiU be notes- 
oary to deserve it. No longer will the pub- 
lic admire the poor ercature who rides 
^ wkhm the coach, for a sj^endour which be 
owes entirely to the manufacturer of carri- 
ages, the painter, the carver, the gilder, tbt 
hflmess-maker, the horse-dealer, and the 

rm. No longer will men unjustly trana- 
the praise due to the tailor and hair- 
dresser, to the proud beau, who struts aa if 
the earth were not good enough to tread 
iipoB, nor the people whom he meets, to 
look at^as he passes them. 

The pageantry displayed by OQntractors, 
by placemen, 1^ pensioiiersy by commis- 
saries, by all who fatten on the public spoils, 
may justly be considered as an insult on 
the people. In times of g;reat prosperity it 
mient be winked at ; but m times ot distress 
and adversity,.it is offensive. It answers no 
good end. It merely gmtities the vanity of 
those who make the ostentation. How can 
they find in their hearts to throw away 
sums that would maintaiB thousands, in 
sotting off themselves, and making a figure, 
during an hour or two every day, in Bond, 
street and Pall-Mall, while they pass hun- 
dreds who are ready to perish with oold 
and hunger, and cannot but know that the 
world abounds with instances of extreme 
want and misery? The pageantry of the 
UafeeUo^ great in France aggravated the 
sense otsuffering under its despotism; but, 
on the other hand, in provokise the people 
by the insult, it accelerated and completed 
the i^ous revolution. 
> It is probable that every little wretdi who 
dcoovales himself, and all that belongs to 
him, with finery to the utmostof his power, 
would be a d^Mt, if he could, and dared. 
He shews all the dispositions to assume 
superiority without merk. He certainlyhas % 
narrow and vain mind. Hecannotbe aphilo- 
aopheror phi^antbropist. With all hb stylfe 
aad splendour in eatuig^ drinking, dwelling, 
dnesfmg, and riding, we cannot admire 
him; then let us pit^, or deride. 
' Mere folk/ might be lauehed at and n^- 
]octed;'but the folly I describe is mif^ 
•Mewna, It delie^ts in oppressioa and 
war ; and is one of the principal promoters 
of.thodfJiMtcipirtf. 
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Insolence of the higher Orden to the 
Middle Manhe and the Pern'; with 
their ojgfeeted Condeseensimt^ in eer* 
ttdn dtreiimatancesy to the loweet of 
the Peopie. 

pUBLIC corruption must produce private. 
^ When PRIDE is a ruling principle in 
the conduct of state affairs, it must mspla^ 
itself in every part of domestic life, acconi% 
panying its lordly possessor from the palace 
at St. .Ames's and the levee in Downing- 
street, to the rural mansion in the distant 
province, to the convivial table, to the fire- 
side, to the stable, and to the dogrkennel. 

A due degree of self-respect, a dignified 
behaviour, a demand of what is due to one- 
self, attended with a cheerful payment of 
what is due to others, are highly laudable^ 
and have no connexion with mat senseless, 
sullen, cruel pride, which marks the spirit 
of despotism. 

This latter sort of pride is totally destir 
tute of feeline for others. It scarcely ac- 
knowledges tne common tie of humanity. 
It stands alone, completely insulated from 
all human beings below it, and connected 
only by a narrow isthmus with those above 
it. It seems to think the world, and all 
that it contains, created for its own exclu- 
sive gratification. The men aad women ia 
it are merely instruments subservient to 
the will and pleasure of aristocratic iosor. 
lence. 

With this idea of its own privileges and 
claims, it is no wonder that it shews symp- 
toms of extreme soreness and excessive 
irritation on the least opposition to its wiU 
and pleasure. Accordingly those of the 
human race, whose unhappy lot it is to bo 
domestic or menial servants to persons of 
either sex who swell with the selfidi pride 
of aristocracy, are kept in a slate ofal>)ect 
servility, compelled to watch the looks and 
motions of the demigod or demigoddess, 
and spoken to with a eevori^ of langui^ 
seldom used to the horses m the stable, 
or the d(^ in the kennel. No attendance 
by ni^ht or by day can be suffidentv Such 
superior beings cannot perform the vaoHt 
ordinary operations of nature without assist 
ance, which degrades both the eiver and 
receivor. They cannot put on ttieir owii 
clothes ; but tike eastern tyrants surrounded 
by slaves, stretch themselves on the couch 
of indolence, while their fellow-cneaturoSy 
equals by nature, with trembling solkitud* 
fasten a button, or tie a shoe-string. Xho 
slightest error, delay, or accident, dcawa 
down imprecations on the head of the ofieiw 
dor, more terrible than the anathemas of the 
pope. ^ J 
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If the little Mogul affect spirit, then he 
talks, in his ire, ofhorsewhips, kicking down 
stairs, breaking every bone in the-^kin of 
the wretched operator, who, as human 
nature is prone to error, may have deviated, 
in adjusting a curl, from the standard of 
court propriety. When he has occasion to 
speak of one of his servants, he commonly 
says, " One of my rascals did this or that ;" 
and when he speaks to them, especially \)n 
the slightest neglect or mistake, his choler 
breaks out into oaths, curses, and epithets, 
expressive of bitterness and venom, for 
which language has not yet found adequate 
terms. Ihe genius of Homer, which de- 
scribed the wrath of Achilles, can aloAe 
paint in colour black enough the atrocity of 
the great man's ire. If it were not for that 
vulgar thih^ law, which, on some occasions, 
makes no distinctions, the great man would 
trample the little man who has buckled his 
shoe awry, out of existence. 

To maintain that accuracy of dress and 
Splendour of appearance, which so superior 
a being thinks absolutely necessary, certain 
vulgar people, called tradesmen, must inevi- 
tably be employed ; ^nd in this country of 
plebeian liberty, they will no more work for 
.a nabob, or a rich contractor, or a peer of 
the realm, without payment, than for a 
French sans culottes. But woe betida them, 
if they have the insufferable insolence to 
present their bills uncalled, though their 
families are starving, and their landlords are 
-^ejecting them from their habitations. "The 
insolence of the rascals ! (exclaims the great 
man,) let them wait, let them call again, 
and think themselves well off if I do not 
chastise them with a horsewhip, or kick 
them down stairs, for knocking at my door, 
and bringing bills without order. But, d'ye 
hear: pay the scoundrels this time, and 
mind, I never deal with them any more !" 
Then follows a volley of oaths and curses 
on the heads of all such blackguards, low- 
lived wretches, scum of the earth, thieves, 
and pickpockets, that do not know how to 
keep their distance, and treat a gentleman 
with due respect. *< Aye, (he adds), there 
we see the spirit of the times, the effect, of 
these oursea doctrines, which those fwts- 
creants, * the philosophers, have broached, to 
the destruction of all law, order, and reli- 
gion, throughout Europe." 

The middle rank of people, who reside in 
bis vicinity, he takes no more notice of, 
than if they lived at the arctic or antarctic 
pole. He keeps them at a distance, because, 
though not so rich as himself, yet claiming 
and supporting the rank of gentlemen, they 
would be likely to approach too near, and 
perhaps presume upon something of an 

- ♦ Lord Auckland's expression, when speak- 
Inf of modem philosophers. . : 



equality, not only by nature, but by- ftetf- 
esteem and institution. He passes his netit- 
door neighbours in his carriage or on horse- 
back, in his daily rides, withou| conde'- » 
scending to turn hi& eyes uponVAn. He \^5^ 
does not recollect even fiicir names. They 
may be very good sort of people, for any 
thing he knows to the contrary; but really 
he has not the honour of knowing them, h 
despot will not bear a rival near nis throne ; 
and therefore he cannot bear any who, witJi 
mferior fortunes, might happen to equal him 
in spirit, in sense, in behaviour, and in edu- 
cation. But if there be any body in tiie 
neighbourhood very low indeed, so low, as 
to be removed from all possibility of clash- 
ing with his importance, such an one he will 
make a companion, and shew him mo&t 
marvellous marks of humility and conde- 
scension. Indeed, for the sake of obtaining 
a little popularity, he will notice cottagers 
and poor children at play, and make ex- 
tremely free with clowns, jockeys, grooms, 
huntsmen, and all who have anything to 
do with dog and horse flesh. But keep 
your distance, ye little squires, parsons, 
and professional men, who make saucy 
pretensions to knowledge or ingenuity, 
llowever, he can never be at a loss ror com«> 
pany, while he and his equals drive phae- 
tons and four, to dine witn each -other at 
fifteen miles distance, and while officers 
are quartered in the vicinity. He is ab- 
jectly servile to his superiors, insolent and . 
neglectful to the middle ranks, and free 
and easy to the humble sons of poverty, 
who will bear a volley of oaths whenever 
he thinks proper to discharge them, and 
who, if spit upon, will not spit again, be- 
cause they are his workmen or tenants 

Me who can eradicate such insolence 
from a neighbourhood, by treating it with 
the contempt and ridicule which it deserves, 
certainly contributes to the happiness of 
society. It is confined in its suhere of' 
action ; but it is the same sort of despotism' 
which ravages Poland, and deluges the 
earth with human gore. In a free country 
like this, where law and liberty flourish, 
it is a vulture in a cage, but still it is a 
vulture ; and the little birds, to whom na- 
ture has given the free air to range in, ou^t 
to unite in endeavouring to destroy it. • 

Does any sensible man telieve that such 
persons, if their power were equal to their 
will, would suffer freeholders of forty 
shillings a-year, to vote for members of 
parliament; or juries of twelve honest ple« 
oeians to decide in state trials, , where 
ministers are anxious (as they value their 
places) for a verdict favourable to their 
administration? They would not permit, if 
they could help it, the middle ranks to 
breathe the common air, or feel the genial 
sun; which Gbn has given to ^une ladis- 
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erimmateljroD the palace and the cottage. 
They are as much enemies to kings as to 
the people, because they would, if possibly 
be km& themselves ; but as that is impos- 
sible, t±uey crouch, like fawning spaniels, to 
the hand which has it in lus powlr to dirow 
them a bone. 

This description of persons is peculiarly 
formidable to liberty, because they are insa- 
tiably greedy of poiver. From their order 
oniefiy arise the purchasers of boroughs, in 
whi& they traffic on speculation, like dealers 
in hops, determined to re-sell their commo- 
dity, as soon as thev can, to the best bidder. 
They are also of that hardened effrontery 
which pushes its way to public employment, 
stands forward at court, and, on all occa- 
sion, assumes that importance, which, 
from the general diffidence of the better 
part of mankind, is 'but too easily conceded 
to ^e most impudent pretensions. In con- 
sequence of this unblushing assurance, this 
arrogant, audacious presumption, this hard- 
ened temper, which can bear repulse with- 
out being abashed or dispirited, they oftenest 
rise to the highest posts ; and such as would 
be posts of honour, if they were not filled 
by men who have not one quality of a 
beneficent nature, or which aeserves the 
esteem of their fellow-creatures. But 
though they have no inclination to do ^ood; 
they acquire the power, which they fail not 
fo exercise, of doing much evil. They en- 
courage arbitrary principles. They depre- 
date the people on all occasions ; and add 
weight and confidence to the aristocratical 
confederacy. They may sometimes be men 
of parts. They are seldom deficient in the 
gtaces of Lord Chesterfield. But they are 
hard-hearted, selfish wretches, attached to 
the childish vanity of the world, and pre- 
ferring a title or a riband to the peace, the 
Kves, the property, and the liberty of their 
fellow-mortals ; all which they are ready to 
Sacrifice, even for the chance of pleasing a 
prime minister, and obtaining some bauble, 
which reason must ever despise, when it is 
not the badge of experienced virtue. " One 
of these (says an old writer*) values 
being called His Grace, or Noble Marquis,*' 
(unidetd xiBxnes as they are,) " more than a 
million of lives, provided that in such a ge- 
neral destruction he can save oke ; and 
- to confirm themselves in their ill-gotten 
honours, they generally hatch plots, suborn 
rebellions, or any thing that they think can 
create business, Keep themselves from being 

Siestioned, and thin mankind, whereby 
ey lose so many of their enemies." 

* Samuel Johnson ; not the Lexicographer^ 
whose reHgion was tfien Popish superstition, 
and whose hyaliy the most irrational Toryism. 
1 venerate his abilities ; but detest bis politics. 
He would have displaced the Brunswick 
/atnify for the Simrts, if his powef haffkept 
pace with his inclinations. 
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Of a Natural Arittoerac^ 

"MOBILITY, according to the idea of die 
-^^ vulgar, both in high and low life, is 
nothing more than riches that have been 
a long time in one family : but it often hap- 
pens that riches have been originally gained 
and preserved in one family by sordid ava- 
rice, by mean and dishonest arts ; such arts 
as are utterly incompatible with true nobi- 
lity, with superiority of intellects, united 
with generosity of disposition. 

Most of the titles of nobility, and other 
civil distinctions, were taken from war : as 
a marquis, a duke, a count, a baron, a 
landgrave, a knigh^ an esquire. The in-' 
ventors of arts, the improvers ol life, those 
who have mitigated evil and augmented the 
good allotted to men in this world, were not 
thought worthy of any titular distinctions. 
The reason is indeed sufficiently obvious; 
titles were originally bestowed by despotic 
kin^, who required and rewarded no other 
merit but that which supported them by 
violence in their arbitrary' rule.— In some 
countries they are now given, for the same 
reasons, to those who effect the same pur- 
poses, not by war only, but by Corruption. 

Persons tiius raised to civil honours, thus 
enriched by the long-continued favour of 
courts, would willingly depreciate all dignity 
which is derived from God and virtue only, 
unindebted to patents royal. They would 
create an artificial preference to a distin- 
guished lew among the human race, which 
nature is for ever counteracting, by giving 
superior abilities to those who are pushed 
down among the desftised and neglected 
many. This conduct is both unjust and 
unnatural. It cannot be fiivourable to 
human happmess, because it is adverse to 
truth, and does violence to tlie will of God 
manifested in the operations of nature. In 
Fiance it was carried to that extreme 
which brought it to its termination. There 
is a tendency to carry it to extremes in all 
countries where courts predominate. The 
friend of reason and of man will therefore 
endeavour to convince the people, that an 
aristocracy, founded on caprice or accident 
only, without any regard to superior abilities 
and virtues, is a fertile cause of war, and 
all those evils which infest a great part of 
civil society. 

l%at the BEST and ablest men should 
govern the worst and weakest, is reason- 
able : and this is the aristocracy appointed 
by God and nature. But what do we mean 
when we say the best and ablest men I 
Do we mean men of the best families ; that 
is, men in whose families riches and titles 
have long been conspicuous ? By the 
ABLEST men, do we mean men who possess 
the greatest power,yby undue influence, in 
borough and county electwus, thongh the 
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exertion of thjitjnpwcr be strktly forbidden 
by the law arid constitution ? Or do we 
mean men of honest, upright, and bene* 
volent hearts; of vigorous, well-in forffired", 
well-exercised understandings? Certainly 
the latter sort, which forms the aristocracy 
established by God and nature. This is 
' gold ; the king's head stamped upon it may 
make it a guinea. The other is only cop- 
per; and though the lome impression may 
be made upon it at the mint, it is still in- 
trinsically worth no more than a halfj)enny. 
But Mr. Burke has favoured mankind 
with a description of what he calls a true 
natural aristocracy. 

The first requisite*, according to him, 
is " To be bred in a place of estimation,^' 
Mr. Borke is a good classical scholar, and 
often writes Latin in English, t Place 
here is the Latin locus, which every polite 
scholar has observed to signify family. If 
I were to translate this little sentence into 
Latin, I might venture to render it in this 
manner : honesto oportet oriundus sit loco-— 
you musty as the common people would ex* 
press it, be a gentleman born. The accident 
of birth therefoj^e is placed at the head of 
. the qualifications necessary to give a man 
pre-eminence in society. The doctrine is 
certainly consistent with the whole tenor of 
the book ; but whether it contributes to the 
general happiness ofmankindy or tends to 
the spirit of despotism, let impartial ob- 
servers determine. Mr. Burke had said a 
few lilies before, satis' est equitem miki 
phtudere^-^* It is enough for me tksl gentle- 
men or nobles approve my doctrine ; '' and 
there is therefore little doubt but that he is 
satisfied ; for their approbation mu^t be 
secured by opinions so favourable to their 
importance^ in society, independently of 
laborious, virtuous, and useful exertion. 

The next requisite is, ^< to see nothing 
low or sordid from one's infancy ;*' that is, 
to be kept at a distance from the swinish 
multitude, so as not to know those wants 
which it is the business of superiors, or 
of a natural aristocracy, to suf^y or alle« 
viate. 

The third requisite is, " to be taujght 
to respect oneself J* This seldom requires 
any great teaching among persons who 
have the two preceding requisites. Pride 
and selfishness are the very principles of 
despotism. 

The fourth requisite to natural aris- 
tocracy, << is to be habituated to the censorial 
inspection of the public eye.'' Ves; so 
habituated as to be nardened by efirontery^ 

* See Appeal frsm tfae.Miv to tke oW Whig8> 
page 128, 

t Thus be met the word vasOt, which the 
common reader understands very great, 
in its classical sense, for desolate. Many 
other instances might be given. 



and to say that a king hokh hiBtrwm* im 
contend qftbepeople; and^ satis esi eqtgHdnt 
mm plaudercy which may be rraderecl; 
paraphrastically, " 1 care nothing for the 
people's ctnserid eye or tongue, if thoi 
GREAT honour me with their applame, for 
defending their exclusive privflege* from 
bein^ trodden under the hoof of the 
swinish multitude.*' 

I pass over some very proper reguisitesi^ 
to proceed to the last. 1 he last is, « to 
be among rich traders^ who, from their 
SUCCESS, are presumed to have sharp ami 
vigorous understandings, aod to possess 
the virtues of diteuce, order, caoststMy; 
and regularity, and to have cultivated aa 
habitual resard to commutative justice.^ — 
These are the drcumstances of men who 
form what I should call a natural artalo»* 
cracv, without which there is wo KATroM. 
Without this, (the writer intimates, in m 
fow subsequent Unes,) he cannot Te<- 
cognize the existence of the people/' 

Respecting Mr. Burke greatly, as I di>^> 
and agreeing with him in many particulRi!s> 
in this very passage, I cannot help thinking 
that he has laid too much stress en riehes 
and BIRTH, in pointing out the nwn in- 
tended by NATORE to take tbe lead in all 
human afiairs, antl to form what he calis a 
true natural aristocracy. 

Nam genus et proavos ct qtue Tun/ecinius ipH 
ViiL ea aostra voco. 

I think it injurious to society and mankind 
at large to lavish honours and confer power 
on accidental qualities, which may exist in, 
their greatest degree and perfection without 
the least particle of personal merits without 
wisdom or benevolence. It discourages 
industry. It stifles all virtuous emulation* 
It makes RICHES the grand object of pur- 
suit; not for their own intrinsic value, not 
for their power of supplying necessaries,, 
and even luxuries, but for the political can- 
sequence they bestow, independently of the 
mode of acquisition or expenditure. I. 
would have no idolatry, God has shewn 
his peculiar indignation against it. I 
would not worship a calf, though a golden 
one. Kings log, a,ndgods made of stocks 
and stones, can only command reverence 
from men really sunk to a state behw the 
swine. 

I know; Lord Bolingbroke's doctrines of 
liberty are disliked by those who see their 
own consequence increasing in the in- 
creasing spirit of despotism. But I will 
cite a passage from him, which may* 
counterbalance the servile ideas which some 
men entertain of the Ariatocnaey co&. 
stitiated by kature, 

" It seems to me, (says he,) tha^ in 
order to maintain die moral system of the 



* Mr. Burke's doctrine. 
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Korld at a certain poiat, far^low that «^ 
ideal ferfection; but however sufficient 
upon me ivhple to coD^titute a state easy 
and happy, or, at tlie worst, tolerable ; I 
8ay» it seems to me^ that the Author of 
Nature has thought fit to mimgle, from 
time to time, among the societies of men, 
a few, and but a few, of those, on whom 
he is graciously pleased to bestow a larger 
portion of the aethereal spirit, than is giV«n, 
m the ordinary course oi his provideuee, Ui 
the sons of men. * * * 

** You will find that there are superior 
spirits, men who shew, evien from their inr 
fancy, though it be not always perceived by 
others, perhaps not felt by themselves, that 
they were born for something more and 
better. These are the men to whom the 
part I mentioned is assigned. Their talentB 
denote their general desigrmt'mti, 
* ^^ 1 have sometimes represented to my- 
self the VULGAR, who are accidently dis- 
tinguished by the tilies of king and 
SUBJECT, of Lord and vassal, of noble- 
man and peasant; and the few who are 
distinguished by nature so essentially frcon 
the herd of mankind, that (figure apart) 
they seem to be of another species. The 
former loiter or trifle away their whole time ; 
•and their presence or Iheir abs^ce would 
be equally unperceived, if caprice or acci* 
dent did not raise them often to station$f 
wherein their stupidity, and their vices, 
make them a public misfortune. The 
latter come into the world, or at least con- 
tinue in it, after the effects of surprise and 
inexperience are over, like men who are 
sent on more important errands. They 
may indulge themselves in pleasure ; but 
as their industry is not employed about 
trifles, so their amusements are not made 
the business of their lives. Such men 
paonot pass unperceived through a country. 
If tliey retire from the world, their splen- 
dour accompanies them,and enlightens even 
the obscurity of their retreat. If they take 
a part in public life, the effect is aever in- 
ddiferent. They either appeaar like ministers 
of divine vengeance ; and their course 
through the world is marked bv desolation 
and oppression, by poverty ana servitude ; 
or they are the guardian angels of the 
country they inhabit, bujsy to avert even 
the most distant evil, and to Boaintain or 

I)rQCure peace, plenty, aftd the greatest of 
mman blessings, liberty.*' 

Such men, when they take the latter 
course, and become the guardian angels of 
the country they inhabit, are theariitactnc^ 
appointed by God and nature. Such men, 
therefore, should be selected by kings for 
civil honours^ and public functions of high 
innportaDce. If kmgs were republicans m 
the proper sense, ail the people would be 
royalists. But whe;n, brilluint honours and 
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snitiisterial empleymeDts are bestdwed on 
fools and knaves, because they were be- 
gotten by ancestors whom they disgrace, or 
possess riches which tbey abuse, govem- 
vaesit becomes a nuisance, and the people 
feel an aristocracy to be little better than an 
imtcmaton machine, for promoting the pur- 
poses of royal or MiNisnmiAL despotism. 

Section XXVI. 
The excessive Love of Distinctum and 
Power which prevails wherever the 
Spirit of Despotism exists^ deadens 
some of the finest Feelings af the 
Hearty tmd emaderoAAs the Laws of 
Nature. 
IN aiystem of manners, which renders the 
-^ possession of riches more honourable 
thsoi the possession of virtue, which at- 
taches a degree of Eierit to hereditary rank 
and nominal distinctions, above all that 
personal exertions can possibly acquire, the 
natural ideas of right and wrong are con- 
founded; and isian, become a depraved, 
artificial animal, pursues pre-eminence in 
society, by canmiertictiv^ nature, as well as 
by violating justice. 

That he counteracts nature, under such a 
system, will be evident, on considering the 
present state «f conjugal union among 
those who appear to pkoe the chief good S 
man in riches, splendour, tide, power, and 
courtly difitinctions. Love is every 6sf 
sacrificed, by the lovelier of the speeiea, 
on the altar of pridk. 

The fine sensibilities of the heart, if suf* 
fered to influence the choice of a oompanion 
for life, might lead to family degraaanoa. 
** Nature, men, avaunt ! (exclaims Ansl»- 
cracy.) Love is a vulgar passion. The 
simplest damsel, that slumbers under liie 
root of straw, feels it in all its ardour. 
Daughter, you have nobler objects than 
mere nature presents, fiemember your 
birth. You must make an alliance whidsi 
may aggrandize the family, winch may add 
tide to our riches, or new biilUancy to our 
tide.'' 

In vain have die Loves and the Graces 
moulded her shape and face with the nicest 
symmetry. In vain has art added her finef^ 
polish to the work of nature. Poor Iphi- 
GEViA must be sacrificed. Her heart, per- 
adventure, has chosen its mate, and happy 
would she be, if she could renounce all the 
embarrassments of hiah fortune^ and emu- 
late the turde-dove of the vale. But no; 
she must not tell her love. Perhaps the 
ol^ect of it is (wly a tomnmnar ; perhaps he 
is only a younger bpoflher; perhaps he has 
htde to recommend him but youm, beauty, 
hbonour, and virtue. Be cannot keep her 
an eauipage. He has no man8ion-lu>use. 
Yej: her heart inclines to him^ and both 
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Oo» and nature approve her choice; but 
neither her heart, nor God, nor nature, will 
he heard, when pride and aristocratical in- 
solence lift up their imperious voice, and 
command her to rememher her rank, and 
keep up the family dignity. 

Lord ***** is introauced as a suitor, un- 
der the father's authority. Lord *♦*** in- 
fluences five or six boroughs, and the junc- 
tion ot such an interest with that of the 
ifamily must, in all human probability, se- 
cure a riband and perhaps a marquisate. 

His lordship is ten years older than jpoor 
Iphigexiia. His life has been spent, from 
infancy, in the midst of luxuries and plea- 
sures, to speak of it in the softest^'terms. 
He has a lively juvenile pertness ^ about 
him ; but his face is that or an old man^» 
pale, or rather yellow, except his nose, 
which is decorated with a settled redness, 
and his forehead, which is variegated with 
carbuncles. Several of his front teeth are 
gone, having been sacrificed to Venus by 
the god Mercury. His breath — ye poets, 
bring your roses, your honeysuckles, your 
jasmines 7-not for comparison — but, if pos- 
sible, to drown the stench which, while he 
solicits Iphigenia's hand, is like that which 
issues from a putrid carcass, or the aper- 
tures of a boghouse. Nothing offensive, 
however, oozes from his neck, the deep 
holes of the king's evil having lately been 
completely cicatrized by a skilfiil quack 
doctor, as a measure preparatory to his 
approaching nuptials. 

Behold, then, the suitor, alighting from 
a high phaeton, beautifiiUy adorned with 
coats of^arms, not only on the sides and 
back, but on the lining, drawn by four 
cream-coloured ponies, and followed by two 
fine figures of men in white liveries, with 
horses richly caparisoned, and displaying, 
in every part, wnere it is possible, coronets 
of silver. 

Iphigenia appears delighted at the ho- 
nour of his proposal, though her heart, 
when she reclines on -her pillow, feels a 
pang of regret which no language can de- 
scribe. Tne struggle between love and 
pride is violent; but it passes in secret. 
She hears of nothing among her compa- 
nions, but of the great alliance she is gomg 
to make with an ancient and illustrious fa- 
mily. Splendid mansions, glittering car- 
riages, birth-day dresses, flit before her 
imagination. Above all, the delightful idea 
that she shall take precedence of those who 
now think themselves her equals and su- 
periors, dispels every thought of love. 
As to the VAN, the husband, he is scarcely 
considered at all, or he must be considered 
with disgust. But his title, his house in 
town, his mansions and parks in the coun- 
try, his parliamentary interest, the favour 
in f^hich he stands at cotirt, the brilliant 



impearancehe makes in the realms of far 
snion ; these, added to a father's influence, 
determine Iphigenia at once to forget the 
object of her love, and give her hand to 
deformity, disease, putrescence, and folly. 
She marries : the family estates and influ- 
ence are united, and the battered, worn-out 
bridegroom becomes, in time, a Marquis. 

The puny offspring of such connubial 
alliances are trained in the same idolatrous 
veneration of rank, title, and grandeur; 
and WOMAN, formed to love and be loved, 
sacrifices her happiness to family pride, and 
lives and dies a legsd prostitute, without 
once tasting the exquisite and. natural de- 
light of virtuous, equal, and sincere affec- 
tion. — Taught from the cradle to believe 
herself a superior beine, she is cheated of 
the happiness which falls to the lot of those 
who view their fellow-creatures as one 
great family, and are not too proud to par- 
take of the common banquet of life, and to 
choose a partner like the turtle of the vale. 

Now mark the consequence. In no rank 
of society is conjugal happiness more rarely 
found than among those who have imbibed 
most copiously the aristocratical principles 
of selfish pride. The present age abounds 
with public and notorious instances of infe- 
licity of this sort in the highest ranks of 
^(bciety. It would be patnftu to dwell upon 
them» I drop a tear of pity on the lovely 
victims to despotism, and let the curtain 
fall. 

But surely that degree of pride, nursed 
by ill-constructed systems of society, which 
leads to the violation of tiie first law of na- 
ture, and produces misery of tiie severest 
kind, ought to be disgraced and reprobated 
by all who have hearts sufficiently tender 
to sympathize with the sufferings of their 
fellow-mortals. Love, and the natural af- 
fections between human creatures, are the 
sweet ingredients which Providence has 
throvm into the cup of life, to sweeten the 
bitter beverage. And that state of society, 
which divests man of his nature, which 
renders him a factitious creature, which 
hardens his heart with selfishness, and 
swells him with the morbid tumours of 
vanity, deserves execration. It increases 
all the natural misery of man, and with- 
holds the anodyne. 

Something may be said in excuse for the 
more amiable part of the species, when 
they discard love from their bosoms to in- 
dulge pride. Their haughty fathers too 
often inculcate the lesson of pride from the 
earliest infancy ; and teach them to think 
nothing really beautiful and lovely, which 
is not marked by fashion, or varnished by 
titles, riches, and heraldic honours. The 
men in general set them the example. 
They lavish their love on the courtesan, 
and follow prudence in the choice of a wife ; 
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that 19, they seek not a heart Ihat beats in 
unison with their own, but a legal con> 
nexion which increases their fortune, or 
aggrandizes their situation. A marriage of 
love, at an age when the heart is most 
prone to it, is considered as a folly and a 
misfortune, unless it advances the man in 
society. The' women learn to retaliate, 
and to give their hands without their hearts ; 
gratifying pride at the expense of love. 

When truth, justice, reason, and nature, 
are little regarded, in competition with 
the DESIRE qf distinction, which b the case 
wherevei* the spirit of despotism has insi- 
nuated itself, all true ana solid happiness 
'will be sacrificed for the appearance of su- 
periority in birth, in possessions, in houses 
and carriages, and above all, in court far- 
vour. The tenderest ties of consanguinity, 
affinity, and friendship, snap asunder when 
opposed to the force of any thing which is 
likely to contribute to personal splendor or 
family pride, political consequence, influ- 
ence at elections, and finally, to the honours 
conferred by royalty. The little aspirants 
at subordinate degrees of despotism, are 
continually crawling up the hill, ever look- 
ing at the brilliant object on the summit, 
and leaving below, all that love and nature 
teach them to embrace. 

From this principle, unnatural as it is, 
arises the anxious desire of aristocratical 
bigots to makt, as they express it, an eldest 
SON ; to starve, or at least to distress, 
a dozen sons and daughters, in order to 
leave behind them one great representative, 
who may continue to toil in the pursuit of 
civil pre-eminence, for the gratification of 
family pride. The privileges of primogeni- 
ture establish petty despots all over the 
land, who are interested, and sufficiently 
inclined, from pride as well as interest, to 
promote the spirit of despotism. They 
would have no objection to the feudal sys- 
tem, in which the only distinction was that 
of lords andvassalsr. Not contented with 
engrossing the property which ought to be 
shared among their brothers and sisters, 
they claim privileges in consequence of 
their property, and would appropriate the 
birds of the air and the besusts of the forest 
for their recreation in the field, and their 
luxury at the table. 

When the laws of nature, and eternal 
truth and* justice, are violated, no wonder 
that despotism advanceSy^land man is de- 
graded. 

Section XXVII. 

On the Opinion that the People are 

annihilated or absorbed in Parlia- 

. ment ; that the Voice of the People 

\. .iMno where to be heard but it\ Par^ 



liantent; and on eimilar fkictrmeif 
tending to depreciate the People, 

^HERE is no doctrine so absurd but pride 
-■■ and selfishness will adopt and mamt^n 
it with obstinacy, if it be conducive to their 
Ratification. Alexander, it is said, really 
believed himself a eod. The vilest of the 
Caesars demanded divine honours. Many 
instances are on record of wretched beings, 
with hardly any thing worthy of man about 
them, forgetting, in consequence of a little 
elevation above others, that they were mor- 
tals; behaving with the wickedness and 
cruelty of devils, and at the same time arro- 
gating the power and dignity of the celestial 
nature. It is related ofHanno, tiie Cartiiar 
ginian, that he taught starlings to say, 
" Detii Hanno^'* and that when a very 
large number had learned their lesson, he 
turned them loose into the wDods, hoping 
that they would teach the wild birds on the 
trees to repeat the same words, and that 
thus the divinity of Hanno might be 
wafted into the remotest regions, and be- 
come the worship of the universe. Such 
conduct appears to resemble the ravings of 
the poor lunatic, whocrowns himself, as he 
sits in his desolate cell, with a crown of 
straw, and imagines, while he sways a 
sceptre of the same materials, that he is an 
emperor. But in truth, the pride of des- 
pots, I mean those who have all the dispo- 
sitions of despots, though they may not 
have the diadems, displays many of th© 
symptoms pf downright lunacy. ' Pride is 
allowed by the physicians to have a power- 
ful effect in turning the brain ; "and though 
it may not always fit tiie unhappy sufi'erec 
for Bedlam, yet commonly renders him 
unfit for the offices of social life. 

Shocking as madness is, it sometimes 
behaves in a manner which turns pity into 
laughter. Can any thing be more ridicu- 
lous, than the insolence of some persons, 
who having adopted high aristocratical no- 
tions, to correspond with their high birth, 
high titles, and high rank, declare t^at 
they know not what is meant by the people 
out of parliament; that they do not ac< 
knowledge the political existence of the 
people, but on the benches of St. Stephen's 
chapel ? Individuals of low^degree they may 
know, and employ in their service, but they 
know nothing of the people as millions of 
men, possessing rights or power. " The 
constitution (say they) knows nothing of 
the people considered as individuals." King, 
lords and commons constitute; the nation; 
but what b meant by the People theycan^ 
not divine. A mob they know, and would 
always have them dispersed by the mili- 
tary, as soon as two or three are gathered 

^ HauDQ it a God. 
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fecdons now 90 busy amongte fia, iiiH^ldfir 
to divest liien of all love or their coiuitiyy 
and to remove from tlieir minds all diUj 
with regard to the state, endeavour to propa^ 
gate an opinion that the people, hi fornung 
their cammontoeuUh, have by no mean$ parted 
with their power over it ! " Horrendum dictu I 
" Discuss any of their schemes — ^Uieir 
answer is— it is the act of the people, and 
that is sufficient ^— The people are masters 
pf the commonwealth ; because in sub- 
stance they are the commonwealth! The 
French revolution, say they, was the act of 
the msyority of the people ; and if the nia^ 
jority of any other people, tlie peoj^e of 
England for instance, wish to make the 
same change, they have the same right- 
Just the saipe, undoubtedly. That'is^ 

NONE AT ALL." 

Such is the doctrine of this warm partisan 
of aristocratical distinction* Butwl^tsay 
seven or eight millions of good people, who 
wish nothing, in their ititerference in polir* 
tics, but to secure and extend thekr own 
happiness, and to make all others happy 
within the sphere of their influence ? lit 
them say wnat they please, their remon* 
strance must not be heard. They are poli* 
tical nonentities ; they are, as pride com* 
monly calls inferiors in private life, nobod Y» 
OTpei^le whom nobody knows. 

But now comes the tax-^therer. Theso 
non-entities must find reoi tangible money 
to pay for the salaries of places, to pay 
pensions, and the interest of money a(i* 
vanced for the waging of wars, said to be in 
defence of law, order, and religion. It will 
not do to plead that, they have no political 
existence. A very considerable part of their 
property, the produce of their labour, must 
be annually paid for the support of thos^ 
who have &e effrontery to say they are not 
visible^ as a majority of individuals, in the 
eye of the. constitution. 

At a general election, woidd any candi- 
date for a considerable* city or county dare 
to advance such opinions respecting uie in- 
significance, or rather non-existence, of the 
people; as have been advanced by borough 
members, in their zeal for powjcr and pre- 
rogative ? The People would deny the doc- 
trine with a voice loud enough to silence 
the most obstreperous declaimer. 

Mr. Burke will make 00 new converts to 
this opinion. The Tory party had adapted 
it previously to the instruction of their san- 
gume advocate. It was always one pf their 
principles. The people themselves will cer- 
tainly .reprobate ideas which lead to their 
political annihilation in every respect, but in 
the privilese of contributing to the public 
revenue. But one cannot oe surprised at 
any wild assertions of a man who writes 
under the impulse of nss»on. Anger, in* 
flamed by mortified pride; s^snt to aniaute 



together; Ihit the jpeople, as a part of the 
constitution, they never could discover. . 

Mr. Burke, the great Coryphaeus of aris-. 
tocracy, says, "As ^people can have no 
^ right to a corporate capacity without uni- 
versal consent, so neither have they a right 
to hold exclusively any lands in the name 
and title of a corporation. On the scheme 
of the present rulers in our neighbouring 
Country, regenerated as they are, they have 
no more right to the territory called Prance 
than I (Edmund Burke) have. Who are 
these insolent men, calling themselves the 
French nation, that would monopolize this 
^ir domain of nature ? Is it because they 
speak a certain jargon ? Is it their mode 
of ch)at;tering ? The crowd of men on the 
Other side of the Channel, who have the 
impudence to ^call themselves a people, can 
never be the lawful, exclusive possessors of 
the soil." How truly laughable to hear an 
individual, Mr. Edmund Burke, taxing 
tweiity-six millions of human creatures 
with IMPUDENCE,' for presuming to call 
themselves a people ! I must smile at 
^uch absurditjr, while I sincerely lament 
that this ingenious man has missed the op- 
portunity ot raising his family to the peer- 
age, the grand object of so many years' 
indefatigable labour, by a loss never to be 
repaired, and in which every feeling heart 
inust sympathize. Ambition, what art thou 
to the feelings of a father, exclaiming, like 
David, " O Absalom, my son, my son ! ** 
The great teacher Deatn shews the vanity 
of aU human aspirations at sublunary 

flory. He who loses a son in the prime of 
. fe and the career of honour, may learn to 
weep over the thousands, whose dearest 
relatives have been cut off by the sword of 
war, in consequence of doctrines which he 
maintained by a gaudy display of his elo- 
quence, without foreseeing or regarding the 
calamities they had a tendency to produce. 
The subtle writer goes on and observes, 
that " When the multitude (from the 
context he means a majority of the people) 
are not under the habitual, social disci- 
pline of the wiser, more expert, and more 
opulent, they can scarcely be -said to be in 
civil society. . . . When you separate the 
common sort of men from their proper chief- 
tains, so as to Jorm them into an adverse 
-army, I no longer know that venerable ob- 
ject called the people, in such a disbanded 
race of deserters and vagabonds. For awhile 
they may be terrible indeed ; but in such a 
manner as wild beasts are terrible. The 
mind owes to them no sort of submission. 
They are, as they have always been re- 
puted,' rebels. They may lawfully be 
FOUGHT WITH and brought uii^r^ whenever 
an advantage offers." 

What gave rise to these elucidations he 
has lold us a few pages before. << The 
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Jilmost everj nenteiice of his late invective. 
And what are we to think of the whioism 
ofoneiwhOy in . the commencement of the 
alarm oonceraing French principles, is said 
to have proposed to Mr. Fox to join together 
(these are the very words of the proposal) 

in '* FROWNING DOWN THB DOCTRINES 

LIBERTY."* The proposer must have 



OF . 

no small opinion of himself, when he ima- 
gined that, assisted by one more, he could 
frown down the doctrines of liberty, Jupiler 
shook Olympus with a nod ; and Burke was 
to diseoutitenance liberty, and annihilate 
the political exbteuce of a people, with a 

FROWN. 

XMvisum imperitim cum Jove, Burkus babet. 

I revere the pnvate virtues of the man. *t 
feel and admire his excellence as a^ 
writer. I deplore the mistdke which has 
led him to gratify the /cw in power, at the 
expense of millions of his fellow-creatures, 
who would have rejoiced in such an advo- 
cate against the influence of the despotic 
f** spirit. Imperial power has means enough 
I to m'aintain itself Genius should ever 
I espouse die cause of liber^, and of those 
I who have no standing armies, no treasury, 
I no tribe of dependents, nothing to stand 
\ their friend, but a ^ood cause, which, in a 
I corrupt state of society, is too often defeated 
1^ by a bad one. 

May the people, in all climates which the 
sun views in his daily progress, prove their 
political existence by their public virtue! 
May despots learn to fear the power of 
those whose happiness they have dared to 
destroy! In our own country, we have a 
king who rules in the hearts of his people, 
ana who would therefore be the first to re- 
ject the doctrines of Mr. Burke, which tend 
to sink the people, as a majority of indi- 
viduals, into a state of insigniticance. May 
the people claim and preserve their rights, 
in defiance of all overruling influence, and 
all sophistical declamation. But let tliem 
pursue their philantrophic ends with steady 
coolness. Let them respect themselves, 
and act consistently with their dignity. 
Let not a single drop of blood be shed, nor 
a single mite of property unjustly seized, 
in correcting abuses, and recovering rights. 
Let them pass a glorious act of amnesty, 
and generously forgive the Pitts, the 
Burkes, the LoughhSroughs, the Auck- 
lands, the Manshelds, the Wyndhams; 
proving to an admuring world, that a great 
PEOPLE can be gentle and merciful to frail, 
erring individuals, while it explodes their 
errors, and calmly evinces, by virtuous 
energies, its own political existence and 
supreme authority! 

' • See Mr. Wyvfll's' Letter to Mr, Pitt, 
ptg^eI9a. 



Section XXVIII. 
7%efaihi(nu^le Comiempt thrown on 
Mr. Lockcy and his Writings in 
Favour of Liberty ; and on other 
Authors and Books espousing the 
same Cause. 
1 T is an infallible proof of great abilities 
'^ in a writer who espouses the cause of the 
people, when he is eavilled at, written 
against, and c^uideinned by the persona 
whose despotic principles he has endear 
Toured to expose and refute. It is a 
si^ that he has touched them, to the 
quick, and left a sore place, the smart of 
which is continually urging them to mur- 
mur. Their affected dension and contempt 
of him are but transparent veils to hide the 
writi lings of their tortured niinds; an awL* 
ward masque to cover the uglv features of 
impotent revenge, strusgling, through pride^ 
to conceal the painful emotions of rage. 
It is amusuig to observe what mean and 
little arts are used by these angry persons^ 
to lower the character of any writer, whose 
arguments they caunot refute. They hire 
a venal tool to^ write his life, and crowd it 
with every falsehood and calumny whicli 
party malice can invent, and popular ere- 
dul.ty disseminate. They relate, without 
examination into a single fact, and decide^ 
without the smallest attention to candour 
or justice. The man b to be hunted down. 
The minister and his creatures cry havoc^ 
and let slip the vermin of corruption. Hie 
new$) papers, in daily paragraphs, discharge 
the venom of abuse on his name. Venal 
critiques pour their acrimonious censure, in 
general terms, on his compositions, which 
they could not equal, and dare not examine 
with impartiality. Nick-names are fasten- 
ed on him; and whenever he is spoken of, 
all additions of respect are omitted, and, in 
their place, some familiar and ^Igar ab^ 
breviation of his christian name is used to 
vilify his surname. Poor artifices indeed ! 
for while they expose the malice and weak- 
ness of those who use them, they leave the 
arguments and doctrines of the writer 
rather confirmed than shaken by an attack 
so feeble. 

It is not surprising, indeed, that cotempo^ 
fflry writers in favour of the people, what- 
ever their abilities, and however convincmg 
their arguments, are treated with affected 
contempt, as often as they excite real 
admiration. Envy always strikes at liuiH0 
merit. The policy of the aspirants at arbi- 
trary power unites with envy, to depress all^ 
who are rising to pubhc esteem bv peqponal 
exertion, by uieir own virtue, independent- 
ly of court patronag«and l^ereditary distinc- 
tion. But It might be supposed that depart* 
ed^mm, elevated, by the conspiring voice 
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of nations, to the highest rank, would be 
surrounded- with a i sanctity which would 
defend it from profanation. It is not so. 
The love of power in the hearts of mean 
and selfish men, acknowledges no reverence 
for genius. It has no reverential feelings 
b^ond the purlieus of a court. The false 
brilliancy of what is called high and fashion- 
able life is preferred by^it to the permanent 
lustre of all solid personal virtue. 

Mr. Locke, therefore, one of the chief 
glories of English literature, is to be depre*- 
ci^ted, for he wrote on the side of Liberty. 
Possessing reoion in greater perfection than 
most men, he naluraJi^ inclined to espouse 
the cause of man, without /confining his 
regard to those who boasted adventitious 
honours, the fantastic distinctions of birth, 
or the fortuitous advantages of forUme. 
These are few, compared with the millions 
who constimte the mass of a common- 
wealth. His understanding, greatly ele- 
vated above the ordinary standard, clearly 
saw, that the purposes of i'eal philanthropy 
can be accomplished solely by improving 
the condition of the many. They must be 
taught to know and value their rights. 
They must learn to reverence themselves, 
by feeling their importance in society. 
Such an improvement of their minds will 
lead them to act consistently with their 
dignity as rational creatures, and as mem- 
bers of a community which they love, and 
the wel&re of which they find to depend 
on their own virtue. 

Mr. Locke was certainly stimulated to 
write his book on government by these 
philosophical and philanthropic ideas. In 
pursuance of those ideas, he wished to sup- 
port, by doctrines favourable to general 
liberty, the Revolution. Let us attend 
to his own words in his Preface. 

" These papers, (says he) I hope, are 
sufficient to establish the throne of our 
great Restorer, our present King William ; 
to make good his title, in the consent of 

THE PEOPLE, which BEING THE ONLY ONE 
OF ALL LAWFUL GOVERNMENTS, he haS 

more fidly and clearly than any prince in 
Christendom ; and to justify to the world 
the people of England, whose love of their 
just ana natural rights, with their resolu- 
tion to preserve them^ saved the nation 
when it was on the very brink of slavery 
and ruin.^ 

Mr. Locke's book then tends directiy to 
utrengthen the foundation of the throne on 
which the present royal family is seated. 
It is equally favourable to the. king and 
^the people. Yet because it is at all favour- 
able 40 the people and the general cause 
of libertv, it is the fashion, in the'aris- 
tocratical circles, to re«le it. It is said to 
contain the elements of those doctrines 
which the philosophers of France have 



dilated, wh^h gave independence t6 Am^ 
rica, and rendered France a republic. It 
is said, very unjustly, to contain the semii* 
nal principles of Mr. Paine*s matured and 
expanded tree. Mr. Locke, therefore, the 
great defender of the Revolution and of 
King William, is reprobated by Tory 
courtiers, and numbered, by the aspirants 
at enormous power and privileges to which 
they have no just and natural claim, among 
Lord Auckland's " miscreants caUed philo- 
sophers,*^ 

Men who undertake to defend any thing 
contrary to the common sense and common 
interest of mankmd, usually hjirt the sidft 
they intend to defend, by promoting a di^ 
cussioriy and calling forth common sense, 
excited by the common interest^ to defend 
its own cause. Thus Sir Robert Filmer's 
book gave rise both to Sydney's and Locke's 
defence of liberty. Thus Mr. Burke's Re- 
flections on France drew forth Mr. Paine's 
Rights of Man, in which is nmch excelr 
lent matter, miujgled ^with a blameable 
censure of limited monarchy. Thus Sal- 
masius's mercenary invective against the 
republicans of England in the last century, 
provoked the great Milton, scarcely less 
eloquent in prose than in poetry, to defend 
the right of the people of England to 
manage, in their own country, their own 
concerns, according to their own judgment 
and inclination. 

Milton and Locke are great, names 09 
the side of Liberty. But Milton has been 
treated contemptuously; and some have 
shewn a spirit illiberal enough to detract 
from his poetry in revenge for jiis politics. 
His last biographer, Dr. Johnson, who had 
many early prejudices which hb most 
vigorous reason could not to the last sub- 
due, was, by early prejudice, a violent 
Tory and Jacobite. I think there is reason 
to bNelieve, that he would have been easily 
made a convert to popery. I venerate his 
abilities and virtues ; but I cannot help re- 
marking, that his high-church and higb- 
Ererogative principles led him to speak less 
onourably of Milton than he must have 
done if he had viewed him through a me- 
dium undiscoloured. Milton was a greater 
man than Johnson; and though I think 
he went too far in his hatred to -monarchy 
and episcopacv, yet, in extenuation, let it 
be considered how much monarchy and 
episcopacy had been abused in hb time, 
and how much more friendly to freedom 
they both are in «ip happier a«e. Milton 
discovered, a noble spirit of inncpendence, 
and his writings contain some of the 
finest passages that ever were written irf 
vindication of civil liberty. They contri- 
buted to raise that spirit which aftcrwardi 
produced our happy revolution ; and I have 
no doubt but that Milton would have v^ 
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naiyenitji must be supposed to be weH 
considered. Biackstone, the grave com* 
mentator, after expatiating on the advan- 
tages derived from the Revolution, proceeds 
to remark, that *^ though these provisions 
have nomimUly and in apfearance reduced 
the strength of the executive power to a 
much lower ebb than in the preceding pe- 
riod ; yet if, on the other hand, we throw 
into the opposite scale the vast acquisition 
of force arising from the riot act, and 
the annual expedience of a standing 
ARMY ; and the vast ao((uisition of per- 
sonal attachment, arising from the 
magnitude of the national debt, and tiie 
manner of levying those yearly millions 
that are appropriated to pay the interest; 
we shall find tliat the Crown has gradually 
and imperceptibly gained almost as much 
INFLUENCE as it h^ apparently. lost in pro- 
ro^tive**' 

Biackstone, consbtently with the habit» 
of his profession, expressed himself cau- 
tiously. He says, the Crown has gained 
almost as much influence as it has appa- 
rently lost in prerogative. There are men 
of great political judgment who think that 
it has earned more. The House of Com- 
mons has, in an auspicious hour, resolved, 
and it can never be too oflen repeated, that 
the influence of the crown has increased, 
is increasing, and ought to be diminished. 
Influence is more dangerous than prero- 
gative. It is a subtie poison that acts un- 
seen. Prerogative can be resisted, as a 
robber ; but imuence is an assassin. 

Lord Bolingbroke tells us, that^ ^we 
have lost the spirit of our constitution ; and 
therefore we bear, from littie engrossers of 
delegated power, what our fathers would 
not nave suffered from true proprietors^ of 
the roval authority.*' 

Such suggestions are certainly alarming. 
They come from high authority^ and are 
abundantiy confirm^ by recent transac- 
tions. The magnitude of the national debt, 
and the share that almost every family in 
the kingdom, direcdy or* indirectly, pos- 
sesses in the public funds, contribute, more 
than all other causes, to Increase tiie in- 
fluence of the Crown among the mass- of 
the people. But the debt is still increasing, 
in oonsiequence of war. Property in tiie 
funds is still more widely diffused ; the in- 
fluence, in consequence, more extended. 
Libertv may be more effectually invaded by 
the influence of the stocks, than it ever was 
invaded, in the days of the Stuarts, by the 
abuse of prerogative. 

We are happ^ in a kmg, who, making 
the happiness of the people his first object, 
certainly would not avttl himself of any 
advantages afforded by circumstances, to 
intrench upon their liberty. But be it re- 
memberedi that mimters in tiiis country* 



j<Nced under a imit^d iiKMiarchy. It is to 
writings and to a spirit like his, mankind 
are indebted for the limitation. If honest 
and able minds like Milton's bad not ap- 
peared on the part of the people, it is 
probable that no such thing as a limited 
monarch would have been found oa the 
face of the earth ; and the family now on 
the British throne would have been known 
only in the petty dynasties of the German 
empire. 

I ree spirits are therefore to be pardoned in 
dome errors which the propensity of human 
nature to err must ever render venial ; and 
the general tendency of their writings to 
make tiie mass of mankind free and happy, 
oucht to Secure attention to their doctrines, 
and honour to their names. - The enemies 
1x> the spirit of despotism have seen with 
pain, the attempts to lessen these great 
men in the eyes of the world extended to 
writers of less renown, but of more recent 
date. They have seen men, good men in 
private Uf'e, and philosophers, whose dis- 
courses and letters have gained the notice 
and esteem of every enlightened country, 
reproached, vilified, perseoited, and almost 
destroyed, because, m conseauenpe of that 
fine understanding which nad done so 
much in philosophy, they made some dis- 
coveries in politics which must for ever 
militate powerfuUjr against the spirit of 
despotism. Voltaire, Rousseau, Uaynal, 
Price, Priestiey, Paine, however different 
their characters, attainments, and abilities, 
are all vilified together, (because thev have 
written admirably on the side of liberty,) 
all involved in one indiscriminate torrent 
of obloquy, llie partisans of unlimited 
power would persuade us, not only that 
they were knaves, but fools. Some of 
them have very exceptionable passages in 
their works ; but where they treat of civil 
liberty, tiiey plead the cause of human 
nature. They have not pleaded it unsuc- 
cessfiilly. Political artinces cannot stifle 
truth and common sense. 

The independent nart of mankind, who 
detest parties ana faction, and mean 
nothing out the happiness of their fellow- 
creatures, will do well to be upon their 
guard against the misrepresentations of 
those who would vilify a Locke, a Miltou, 
a Sidney. Let them read and judge for 
jthemsefves. llie men who are anxious to 
withhold or exiinguish the light, may lairly 
be suspected of intending to do evil. 

Section XXDC 
Of the Deipotiim of Influbncb ; while 
the Farms of a free CknutitutUm are 
preserved, 

'T^IE words. of a great lawyer, instructing 
.^ the youth of a naticm at a <ielebratea 
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with their tkfowntM, often oonstitute an 

OLIOAECHT. 

This ministerial oligarchy may cer- 
tainly abuse the influence of the Crown, so 
as to render itself virtually superior to 
^the limited and constitutional monarchy. 
Should such ever be the case, the oligarchy 
' will be a species 'Of despotism, the more 
formidable as the more insidious ; possess- 
ing the power, but denying the form. By 
a judicious distribution of favours, by allur- 
ing all the rich and great to its side, either 
by hope or by fear, it may erect a rampart, 
which the independent part of the people, 
acting from no system, and disunited, may 
vainly seek to demolish. The monarch 
and the people may join hand in hand, 
without enect, against a ministerial oligarchy y 
thus buttressed by a faction composed of 
rank and wealth, artfully combined, in the 
meanest manner, for the basest purposes. 
False alarms may be spread on the danger 
of frop^rty from the dimision of new prm- 
ciples, so as to drive all who possess an acre 
of land, or a hundred pounds in the public 
funds, within the ministerial pale. Ae/»- 
gian may be said to be in danger, in order 
to bring in the devout and well-disposed. 
Order may be declared in jeopardy, that the 
weak, the timid, and the quiet may be led, 
by thdr fears, to unite with wealth and 
power. Plots and conspiracies are common 
expedients of delusion. They have been 
used, by profligate ministers, with such a 
total disregard to truth and probability, that 
they now begin to lose their eflect. But 
how dreadflil, if influence should ever pre- 
vail with JURIES, to gratify the inventors of 
false plots, treasons, and conspiracies, by 
bringing in verdicts favourable to the views 
of the villanous fabricators ! English juries 
are indeed sdll uncomipted. They are un- 
connected with courts and ministers. And 
the uncorrupt part of our system, in cases 
of state trials, is able to prevent the mischief 
which would be caused by the corrupt part 
of it. The honest juries, in the late trials 
for treason, have not only done honour to 
our country and to human nature, but added 
great strength to the causeof truth, justice^ 
and the constitution. 

But it is truly alarming, to he^ the ver- 
dicts of juries obliquely impeached by 
GREAT MEN in the legislative assemblies. 
There has appeared no stronger symptom 
of the spirit of despotism, than the attempts 
of courtiers and crown lawyers, in the 
public senate, to vilify juries and tlieir 
verdicts, given after a more>solemn and 
longer investigation than ever took place on 
similar trials. Persons acquitted after such 
an ordeal, have been said to be no more 
innocent than acquitted felons. That the 
people have borne such an insult on their 
.moat valuable privilege, wi^i paitience, is ^ 
proof that a tame acquiescence has been 



produced among tem, unknown 'to their 
virtuous ancestors. It is to be hoped the 
insult will stimulate future juries to preserve 
their ridits with jealous vigilance, and 
render tiiem impregnable by ministerial 
influence, directly or indirectly applied. If 
the men who disapprove the verdicts of the 
virtuous juries, on the late occasions, had 
themselves been the jurors, they would 
have jgiven diflerent verdicts, pronoimced 
the pnsoners guilty, and assigned them over 
to tne resentment of irritated, aristocratic 
pride. So mighty is the despotism of in- 
fluence, that neither justice nor mercy can 
check it in the breast of a proud parasite. 

There is every reason to iielieve, (and the 
belief is highly consolatory,) that juries will 
long continue to preserve their integrity; 
because they are indiscriminately selected' 
from the mt^/e-rank and the mass of the 
people. Influence cannot reach every indi- 
vidual in the millions that constitute a great 
nation. But we must remember that in- 
fluence is increasirig; and that its nature is 
to diffuse deadly poison, without giving 
alarm. Like the air loaded with infection, 
it silently and secretiy wafts disease into 
the strongest abodes of health, and pene- 
trates the castle, which is impregnable to 
th^ sword of the open invader. Therefore, 
as influence increases, the jealousy and vi- 
gilance of the uninfected part of the com- 
munity should increase in proportion. 
Though imdue influence may never operate 
on juries, yet is there no danger lest it 
should, at some distant period, contaminate 
the minds of judges and croum lawyers^ for 
whose obsequious interpretations of law^ 
may be held up prizes most glittering in the 
eyes of imagination, and most alluring to 
avarice and vanity? 

But granting that the foul stain of cor- 
ruption should never spot the white robe 
of justice; that the religion of an oath 
should still be revered, and conscience 
hold the balance with an even hand; yet 
is there no danger lest the despotism of in- 
fluence should destroy the vitals of a, free 
constitution, and leave nothing behind but 
the form, the exuvia, the name? There 
was a senate under the vilest of the Roman 
emperors. The British house of commons 
might become under a ministerial oligarchy, 
the mere levee of a prime minister. They 
might meet merely to " bow and bow," re* 
ceiv^ their orders and douceurs', and then 
depart in peace. 

The present state of the house of com- 
mons cannot be too generally known ; and 
I therefore transcribe the following passage 
from the Proceedings of the Society of the 
friends of the People. 

« The condition of the House of Com- 
mons is practically as fbllows : — 

" Seventy-one peers, ^nd the Treasury 
VOMIMATE ninety members^ and procure 
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Ilie return of itvent^f-uvfrny which amount to 
one hundred aiid sixty-seven. Ninety-one. 
commoners nominsU^ eighty-two members, 
and procure the return of fifty-seven, which 
amount to one hundred and thirty-nine/' 

So that the peers, the Treasury , and rich 
commoners with ir^uence equal to peers, 
return three hundred and six members out 
of five hundred and thirteen, which is the 
whole number of English representatives 
in. the House of Commons. The Scotch 
members are not considered in this part of 
the Report. 

The Society give the names of the dif- 



such n^eii, whether it is not possibfe th*t 
INFLUENCE may create a complete des-^ 
potisnt in a country, even while the fonns 
of a free constitution are preserved in- 
violate? 

Section XXX. 

The Spirit of Despotism delights in 

War, or systematic Murder. 

"^HEpenpfe of England are industrious, 
* they are peaceful, they wish to enjoy 
the fruits of their industry without a toar, 
and to recover their lost weight in our 
mixed frame of 



ferent patrons at full length, to authenticate mixed frame of govemnient, without the 
their statement ; and I believe its accuracy hazards of a revohaion. 
smd authenticity have never been contro- « It is from the prevalence of Mr, Bike's 

politics alone, among the vpper classes of 
society, that the rise of any danaerous dis- 
affection in tliis country is to be appre- 
hended. To the plain sense of English- 
men, a war commenced with France, on 
his principles, must appear to be a war on 
French liberty, to beat down the equitable 
claims of reformati<m here, and eventually 
tfi destroy every valtuMe right (fthe people, 
, " Such will be the suspected motives for 
plunging this country in a war, in which 
qm fleets may be victorious, but in which 
even our successes muat be ruinous. For 
views thus wild and chimerical, the nation, 
whose wounds received m the kite war with 
America are hardlv yet closed up, must 
prepare to bleed afresh. For objects thus 
0dious and detestable, the industrious classes 
(ff the people must forego their comforts; 



verted. 

After observing that seventy-one peers 
and the Treasury nominate or procure the 
return of one hundred and sixty-seven 
members of parliament, who may vote 
away the people*s money, and make laws, 
with ^e other branches,* to bind many 
millions, let us remember, that at the 
commencement of every session, the fol^ 
lowing resolutions are entered! on the 
Journals : — 

« Resolved, that no peer of this realm* 
hath any right to give his vote in the elec- 
tion of any member to serve in parliament. 
Resolved, that it is a high infj^ingement 
upon the liberties and privileges of the 
Commons of Great-Britam, for any lord/ 
of parliament, or any lord-lieutenant of any 
county, to concern themselves in the elec- 



tion of members to serve for the Commons the shoulders, already galled with taxes' 
in parliament." the pernicious consequence of former m- 



The committee of thjs Friends of the. 
People say, << they have been the more dis- 
posed to take notice of these resolutions, 
because the power of the House of Lords,, 
in matters of election, has been prodigiously 
increased, within the last ten years, hy the 
creation of nine peers, who return, by 
nomination and influence, no less than. 
TWENTY-FOUR members to the House of 
Commons. If, therefore^ the interference 
of the Lords iq the election of the Com- 
inoos be,, as the latter uniformly declare, a 
high infringement of their liberties and pri-. 
vileges, the Committee must report those 
liberties and privileges tp have been of late 
subject to the'most^ alarming and frequent 
filtacJEs.'' 



JUSTICE and folly, must submit again to 
new and heavier impositions. 

" They will be cheerftilly voted, no 
doubt, by the/a»Wtt/ Commons; but the' 
Commons will no longer enjoy ^e confi- 
dence of the public. Every vote of credit 
or supply will then uicrease the general 
4is^st; and should no greater disaster 
^efal us, the mere protraction of the war 
must exhaust the patience of a disabused' 
people. 

« But what may be the contagious eflfect 
pf French opinions on a nation sick of the 
war ofkin£S^ groaning under an intolerable 
load of taxes, and hopeless of redress fi'om 
men, wham they will cease to consider as re- 
fresentatives, it is zieedless to state. ^ To 



After producing facts that defy denial, I foresee it, is easy; to prevent it, may be 
confidently leave every honest an4 sensible impossible/' 
man in the kingdom, unblinded by ,p»re* 
' judice, unwarped by, interest, to determiuo 
whether the caus^ of tibeity is not on th^ 



Recline, and the spirit of despotism likely 
to avail itself of the general corruption of 
the ariatDcracy^ apci th^ tame afyjuiescenoo 
of the people. 
. . I leave the questic^ to be determined by 



Thus far the excellent Wyvill, in a let- 
ter to Mr. Pitt, in which he wisely dis- 
luaded him from the unfortunate and dis- 
gXBceful war, of ii^ich that minister ijaust* 
9PQn repent, though pQ«lrer and repentance 
^ not usually unite. No dissuasion could^ 
cool Mr. Pitt's heroic ardour, or check hi» 
jUYenilein^petupsil^.. War was hastily com-^ 
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meiit'eiL The consequences were foretoidi 
and the prediction is fulfilled. 

>But to an accurate observer it is an 
alarming proof of the spirit of despotism, 
when the great are ^er to rush into 
war ; when they listen to no terms of ac- 
commodation, and scorn to negociate, in 
any mode or degree, previously to un- 
sheathing the dreauful instrument of slaugh- 
ter. If war, instead of being what it has 
been called, the rattQ ultima^ becomes the 
ratio prima regum. It is a proof that reason 
has lost her empire, and lorce usurped her 
throne. 

Fear is the principle of all despotic go- 
vernment, and therefore despots make war 
their first study and delight. No arts and 
sciences, nothing that contributes to the 
comforter the embellishment of human 
society, is half so much attended to, in 
countries where the spirit of despotism 
i» established, as the means of destroyuig 
human life. Tigers, wolves, earthquakes, 
inundations, are all innocuous to mai^ when 
compared with the fiercest of monsters, the 
ooRY DESPOT6. Fiends, furies, demons of 
destruction! may the day be near, when, 
as wolves have been utterly exterminated 
from England, despots may be cut off from 
the face of the whole earth ; and the bloody 
memory of them loaded with the execra- 
tion of every human being, to whom God 
has given a heart to feel, and a tongue to 
utter! ' 

Wherever a particle of their accursed 
apirit is found, there also will be found a 
propensity to war. In times of peace, the 
grandeet find themselves shrunk to the size 
of common mortals. A finer house, a finer 
coach, a finer coat, a finer liverv than others 
oan afibrd, is all that they can displav to the 
eye of the multitude, in proof of their as- 
sumed superiority. Their power is incon- 
siderable. But no sooner do you blow the 
blast of war, and put armies under their 
command, than they feel themselves indee<l 
great and powerful. A hundred thousand 
9ien, in battle array, whh all the instru- 
ments of destruction, under the command 
of a few grandees, inferior, perhaps, in bodily 
strength, to every one of the subject train, 
and but little superior in intellect or cou- 
rage, yet holding all, on pain of death, in 
absolute subjection ; how must it elevate 
the little detpoti in {heir own ooinion! 
A* This it is to live, (they exclaim, snaking 
hands widi each other,) this is to be great 
indeed. Now we feel our power. GI017 be 
to us on high; especially as all our rame 
and greatness is perfectly compatible with 
our personal safety; for we will not risque 
our precious persons in the scene of danger, 
tiut oe content with our extended patronage^ 
with the delight of commanding the move- ^ 
ments.of this human ipachine^ and with^ 



reading of the blood, slaughter, and burnt 
villages, in the Gazette, at our firenside/' 

AU the expense of war is paid by the 
people, and most of the personal danger in- 
curred by those, who, according to some, 
have no political existence; I mean the 
multitude told by the heady like sheep in^ - 
Smithfield. Many of these troublesome 
beings in human form, are happily got rid 
of in the field of battle, and more by sick- 
ness and hardships previous or subsequent 
to the glorious day of butchery. Thus all 
makes for the spirit of despotism. There 
are, in consequence of a great carnage, 
fewer wretches left to provide for, or to 
oppose its will ; and all llie honour, all the 
profit, all the amusement, falls to the shiare 
of the grandeesy thus raised from the insig- 
nificance and inglorious indolence of pea^e, 
to have their names blown over the world 
by the trumpet of Fame, and recorded in 
the page of history. 

But a state of war not only gives a de- 
gree of personal importance to some among 
the great, which they could never obtain by 
the arts of peace, but greatly helps the 
cause of despotbm. In times of peace the 
people are apt to be impertinently clamor^ 
ous for reform. But in war, they must Say 
no more on the subject, because of this pub- 
lic danger. It would be ill-timed. Freedom 
of speech also must be checked. A thou- 
• sand little restraints on liberty are admitted, 
without a murmur, in a time of war, that 
would not be borne one moment during the 
halcyon days of peace. Peace, in short, is 
productive of plenty, and plenty makes the 
people saucy. Peace, therefore, must not 
continue long after a nation has arrived at 
a certain degree of prosperity. This is a 
maxim of Despotism. Political phlebotomy 
is necessary in a political plethora. ** Bleed 
them usque ad deliquiumy (says the arbi- 
trarv doctor,) and I will undertake that 
in future the patient shall be more trac^ 
able.'' 

Erasmus, the friend of man, ^e restorer 
of civil and religious liberty, has the tbllow- 
ing passage in a Dissertation on War, lately 
ttanslated into English under the title of 
Antipolemus, 

" There are kings who go to war for no 
other reason than that they may with 
greater ease establish despotic authority. 
over their own subjects at nome. For- in 
time of peace, the power of parliaments, 
the dignity of magistrates, the vigour of the 
laws, are great impediments to a prince 
who wishes to exercise arbitrary power. 
But when once a war is undertaken, the 
chief management of afiaire > devolves on a 
fewy the ministers of executive government, 
who, for the general safety, assiime the ^ 
privilege of conducting every thing aocowU "*" 
ing to their own humour, aemanaing un- 
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limited confidence. The prince's favourites 
are all exfilted to places of honour and profit. 
Those whom he dislikes are turned out and 
neglected. JVou;— (the time of war) is the 
time for raising as much money upcn 
the people as the desjiot's heart can wish. 
In short — now — the time of war, is the 
time that they feel themselves despots in 
very deed and truth, not in name only, but 
despots with a vengeance. In the mean 
while, the grandees play into one another's 
hands, till they have eaten up the wretched 
PEOPLE, root and branch. Do you think 
that men of such dispositions would be 
hackwwd to seize any the slightest occa- 
sions for war) so lucrative, so flattering to 
avarice and vanity ?''* 

Lan^age has found no name sufficiently 
expressive of the diabolical villany of 
wretches in high life, who, without personal 
provocation, in the mere wantonness of 
power, and for the sake of increasing what 
they already possess in too great abundance, 
rush into murder / Murder of the innocent! 
Murder of myriads ! M urder of the stranger I 
neither knowing nor caring how many of 
their fellow creatures, with rights to life and 
happiness equal to their own, are urged by 
poverty to shed thieir last drops of blood in a 
foreign land, far from the endearments of 
kindred, to gratify the pride of a few at 
home, whose despotic spirit insults the 
wretchedness it first created. There is no 
greater proof of human folly and weakness 
aum that a whole people should suffer a few 
worttdess grandees, who evidently despise 
And hate tnem, to make the world one vast 
slaughler-house, that the grandees may have 
the more room to take their insoleut pastime 
in unmolested state. A man, a reasonable 
being, a christian, plunging the bayonet, 
without passion, into the bowels of a man 
for hrrel The poor creatures who actually 
do this (in despotic countries) are but me- 
chanical instruments of knaves in power. 
Their poverty, and not their will, consents. 
May Heaven's sweet mercy, then, wash oflF 
the bkiod-stains from their hands, and re- 
serve its wrath for those whose thirst of 
power, which they never had a wish to use 

* " Sunt qui Don aliam ob causam belhtm 
laoveut, nisi ut faAc vift feciliiM in suos tyran- 
lif DBM exerceaot. Nam pacts temporibus, se* 
ndiut auctoritas, ma^stratunm diffnitas, \egam 
vigor, Donmhil ob8tant,quo minilsliceat Princi- 
pe, quicquid libet. At, bello smcepto, jam OBinis 
rerura summa ad paucorum Ubiainem devoluta 
est. EvchuiJtur quibus bene vult princeps ; deji- 
•ciuntar quibus iufensus est. Exigitur pecuni© 
quantum libet. Quid multis ? TuM demum 

SENTIUNT SEVERE MONARCHAS CSSe. CoUudunt 

interim duees, dcmec iufelicem populum usque 
adradicem arroserint. Hec aiiimo qui sint, an 
eosputi^ gravatim arrapturos, oblatam quam* 
cusque .belli oocasionem ? " £ftASMUi« 
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for the good of man, leads them to wade 
to it through seas of human gore ! 

Let any dispassionate man, uninfluenced ' 
by placemen, pensioners, contractors, and 
expectants of court favour, impartially con- 
sider, from the earliest ages to the present^ 
Hie history of war. He must observe that 
scarcely any wars have been just and necet^ 
sary ; tiiough tliey almost all have claimed 
these epithets, wilh> persevering formality 
which would excite ridicule, if ridicule were 
not lost in abhorrence. He will find that 
folly, extreme folly, wearing acrown instead 
of a fool's cap, has, in many countries, from 
tiie mere wantonness of mischief, cried, 
" Havoc, and let slip the dogjs of war." He 
will find that in most countries (our own, of* 
course, always excepted) war has been eagerly 
sought, from policy, to divert the people's 
attention from domestic abuse, to aggrandize 
those who build the fabric of their grandeur 
on the ruins of human happiness, and to 
depress, impoverish, and hvrmble the people. 

There is nothing from which the spirit of* 
liberty has so much to fear, and conse- 
quently the spirit of despotism so much to 
hope, as from the prevalence of military 
government," supported by vast standing 
armies, and encouraged by alliances with' 
military despots on th«^contine»t of Europe. 
The whole energy of the sound part of our 
free constitution should be exerted in its full 
force to check a proud minister, who rashly 
runs into a war, and notwithstanding accu- 
mulated disasters, perseveres in its pro- 
secution, lie cannot hope for victory. 
He must have some other motive for per- 
severing against all rational hope. Let 
the people investigate the motive ; and if ' 
it be inimical to liberty, let them succour 
her in distress, by calling in her best auxi- 
liary, peace. 

Section XXXI. 
On the Idea that we have arrieed at 
Perfection in PoUtie$^ though aU 
other Science$ are in a progressive' 
State. 
^HOSE who have been fortunate enough 
'■ to have gained possession of honours 
and profits, under a corrupt system, well - 
pleased with thirigs as they are, boldly con- 
tend that they cannot be better. But these, 
compared with the mass of the community, 
are few, and ultimately of little conse- 
quence^ Their opinion uierefore must not 
weigh against any improvement which is 
likely to promote the melioration of human 
affairs. Let them enjoy unmolested the 
luxuries of the table, the splendour of equi- 
pages, large houses, and every other exter- 
nal advantage, which makes little man 
swell into fancied importance. In the 
meantime let every honest, benevolent mem-, 
ber of the community, who is satisfied with ' 
K 
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bdttg happy bimself, without desiring to 
entrench on the happiness of others, endea- 
vtmr to f-eform abuses, and promote every 
improvement which [can render human lire 
(short as it is, and full of calamity') more 
cpmfortable, and less exposed to t^e inju- 
ries and contumelies of the proud oppres- 
sor. 

Rewards are offered for the discovery of 
the longitude at sea. Mm are not only al- 
lowed hut encouraged to prosecute their in- 
quiries into all other arts and sciences. But 
the grand art, the art of government, that is, 
the art of securing the civil happiness of mil- 
lions, is to be considered as sacred and in- 
scrutable. Those very millions whom it 
more immediately interests, dar» not, if the 
despots could prevail, to lift up the awful 
veil. Racks, gibbets, bowstrings, chains, 
and prisons, are prepared, in most of the 
kingaoms of the world, to awe the curious, 
ana check the spirit of political impr<»ve- 
Qient Optimism has long been established 
in the courts of despotic princes. Whatever 
is, is right, say thev; for knowing that they 
stand on a rotten nmndation, they fear that 
the very fixing of the scsJSM for repair' 
would precipitate the downfu of the whole 
&bric. 

Mankind mieht, at the close of thb cen- 
tury, justly celd)rate a general jubilee; for 
arbitrary government, in Europe at least, has 
received its death-blow by the revolution in 
France. And it is devoutly to be wished, for 
their own sakes,thatin limited monarchies, 
the voice of truth and virtue, calling for the 
reform of abuses, existing evidenSy as the 
meridian sun, will never be silenced by the 
terrors -of the law in the hands of crown 
lawyers, or the sabre of dragoons, under 
the command of a despotic minister. 

Is it to be believed that governments were 
brought to perfection in early and dark ages, 
when the minds of the great as well as the 
little wereenveloped in the mists of ignorance, 
aind shackled by t^ chains of superstition? 
Is it reasonable to supoose that they who 
were narrow-minded, ill-informed, childish, 
and barbarous in all other parts of knowledge 
and of conduct, were liberal, wise, and illumi- 
nated in the science and practise of govern- 
ment; soliberal,sowise,soilluminated,asto 
strike out at once a system complete in all its 
parts, and such as could in no subsequent 
^Bge,in no variety of circumstances, admit of 
correction, addition, or melioration ? Did 
this wonderful sagacity, approaching to inspi- 
ration, produce any thing else, in any other 
department, which defies all improvement, 
and challenges the respect and veneration of 
the latest posterity ? Reasoning firom ana- 
logy, we must conclude, that men, capable of 
establishing at once a perfect system of go- 
vecnment, must have produced other inven- 
ticMis for tiie accommodationand ^ecun^ of 



life, worthy to be preserved inviolate and' 
handed down unaltered, till time itself' 
be absorbed in the ocean of eternity. But 
where shall we look for it? The vory 
question implies a doubt of its existence ; for 
singular excellence, such excellence as ap- 
proaches to perfection, cannot be concealed,^ 
out will shine with }ts own lustre, and 
force observation and wonder! Is the or* 
chitecture of these paragons of wisdom supe-- 
rior to the modern, in beauty or conveni- 
ence ? Let us only walk the streets of London, 
and mark those houses which were spared 
by the great fire, and which may fairly be 
supposed improvements on the more antient 
fabrics. We see them, contrary to every 
principle of common sense» with stories pro-- 
jecting over each other. We see them ugly, 
mean, inconvenient. Let us proceed to the 
north-west parts of that great town. Take a 
view of Portland-place. Contrast the sym- 
metry,the accommodation, the magnificence, 
with the old edifices of Holbom or Alders- 
gate, and be persuaded that modern improve- 
ments in government might be as much su- 
perior to me work of antient bunglers, as the 
elegant build'mgs of an Adams or a Wyat to 
the old mansions now converted into inns, 
in the dirtiest streets, in the most decayed 
districts of the metropolis. 

Man is a progressive animal, and his ad- 
vance towards improvement is a pleasurable 
state. Hope cheers his path as he toils up 
the hill that leads him to something better 
thanhehasyet experienced,onitsgay submit 
gilded with sunshine. The labour of the ascent 
IS a delight. But if he cannot help conceiv- 
ing, from a sense of grievances which he feels, 
something excellent, to whichhe is pro-' 
hibitedby coercion from approaching, hope 
sickens, and ill-humour succeeds to oompi»- ^ 
cency. Hence arises a disagreement between 
the governed and the governors; and the' 
governors being possess^ of present power, 
use force and rigour to stifle the murmurs d^ 
complaint Coercion but increases the ill 
humour, which often lies latent, like the fires 
of a volcano, for a considerable time, but at ' 
last bursts forth with irresistible fiiry . It is^ 
wise, therefore, as wellas just,in all govern- 
ors, who have a regard for any thing but 
their present and private interest, to encoQ- 
rage oiscussion, to seek improvement of ^^e'- 
system, and to reject no reform proposed by' 
great numbers, without a cool, a temperate, 
and a long deliberation. The reasons for ' 
rejection should be clearly stated, with the 
utmost regard to open and ingenuous beha- 
viour ; and those who remain unconvinced, • 
after all, should not be treated with asperity. 
Every individual, in a fi*ee country,- has a 
right to approve or disapprove the system 
under which he lives, witnout peril or con-- 
troul, while he preserves the peace. His * 
peaceable dep«rtinent and acquiescence in' 
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the opinion of others, contrary to his own 
conviction, renders him a very meritorious 
^dharacter. He may be won over by gen- 
tleness; but force only tends to excite 
the violence which it would imperiously 
repel. 

J3ut to tell a man of ^sense, reading, and 
reflection, that he must not venture to enter- 
tain an opinion on political matters, or the 
existing government, different from tiiat of 
the minister and the herd of courtiers, is an 
impotent endeavour to exercise a despotism 
over his mind, a^inst which nature revolts, 
and a manly spirit must rebel. Such a man 
can usually judge of governments, and all 
the institutions of social life, better dianmere 
men of business, however high their rank or 
important their em[>Ioyments ; far better 
than courtiers, occupied in vain ceremonies, 
and usually as little able as inclined to enter 
into deep disquisition. 

Indeed it is difficult to avoid laughing at 
the extreme ignorance of crowned heads 
themselves, in despotic coimtries, when one 
ccmtrasts it witli the importance they assume, 
and the pomp and splendour with which they 
transfer their royal persons from place to 
place. The sight is truly ludicrous. Are 
these the men, occupied, as they usually are, 
in the meanest trifles and the most degrad- 
ing pleasures, who tell us that the govern- 
ment over which they preside, is a perfect 
system, and that the wisest philosopher 
luiows not how to govern mankind ; that is, 
to consult their happiness and security, so 
well as themselves, neglected as they have 
been in youth, and corrupted in manhood b^ 
TCUiders to their vices, and flatterers of their 
ibibles, their pride, and their ambition? 
There is reason to believe that many kings, 
in despotic kingdoms, have been less well 
educated, and possess less abilities, than a 
common charity-boy, trained in a parish 
school to read and write. Yet these are 
the men who, with their upstart creatures, 
presume to call philosophers wretches, and 
to condemn the Voltaires, the Rousseaus, 
the Sydneys, the Harringtons, and the 
Lockes. 

There are persons, even in countries 
where limited royalty is estabtished, who 
are for ever extolling the constitution, 
with all the al '^es that have insinuated 
themselves into it, in terms of extravagant 
and unqualified praise. They talk agamst 
better knowledge, and may therefore be 
suspected of some sinister motive. They 
can see defects as well as others; but they 
assume the worst of all blindness, that 
which is voluntary. 

The truth is, these men, for the most part, 
are such as would not like the constitution in 
its purity y because in its purity the constitu- 
tion is really excellent, and highly favour- 
able to the liberty which they hate. The 



constitution, in its purity, renders the people 
ofconseguence^whose political existence they 
are inclined to controvert or de^. But 
the constitution, in its state of corruption, 
is favourable to prerogative, to aristocraticai 
pride and influence, to Tory and iacobitical 
principles; therefore it is, in their eyes, 
criminal to handle it, to hint at its improve- 
ment, to remove a grievance, or reform an 
abuse. The whole, together, thou^ vio- 
lated every day by corrupt influence, they 
affect to Consider as a written charter, dropt 
down from Heaven, like the old Roman 
AncUiay and therefore scarcely to be viewed 
by vulgar eyes, and certainly not to be touch- 
ed by the hand of the profane people. 

Despotism is so ugly in its form, and so 
hostile, in its nature, to human happiness, 
that no wonder those who wish to d^so^ 
its spirit are inclined to check and discou- 
rage among the people all political investiga- 
tion. But let it be a rule among those wuio 
really value liberty and the constitution, to 
use the more diligence in political discus- 
sions, ii^roportion as courtiers and-ministers 
display a wish to suppress political writings 
and conversations, and disseminate the 
doctrine, that things are so well constituted 
as neither to require nor admit any im- 
provement. 

Section XXXII. 
On Political Ethics ; their chief Ob» 
ject is to throw Power into the Handt 
of the worst Part of Mankind^ and 
to render Government an Institution^ 
calculated to enrich and aggrandize 
a feWf at the Expenee of the Liberty^ 
Property J and Lives of the many. 

IN the schools of early discipline, where 
'"- youtJi is usually initiated in the studies of 
humanity, men are taught to believe that 
virtue is founded on eternal truth, and that 
the distinctions of risht and wrong are as 
clearly definable as t&ose between the me- 
ridian sunshine and the midnight shade. 
They are told, from the highest authority, 
that happiness is to be found in rectitude of 
conduct; and that under all circumstances, 
whatever may be the consequence, nothing 
can justify the dereliction of integrity. The 
Sacred Scriptures, the ancient philosophers, 
parental authority, the laws of tlicir country, 
and the proclamations of kings, all com- 
bine to convince them that morality is found- 
ed on die rock of truth, and that govern- 
ments are sincere in their professions to 
encourage those who do well, and be a 
terror only to the evil. 

Why was a national church instituted and 
supported at a great expenee, but to enforce 
among the people the laws of God, as paxa; 
mount to all human laws, and superseding 
the wretched devices of state policy ? Go-. 
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▼eminent, by entering into a strict alliance 
with the church, certainly engages to sup- 
port the doctrines of Christian morality; and 
It is no less impious in a king or a minister 
to promote or increase any public measures 
repugnant to Christian morality, than it 
would be in the bench of bishops. 

When we enter our libraries, we find our- 
selves surrounded with authors, celebrated 
for ages by the most enlightened part of the 
world, who teach the immutability of truth, 
enforce the purest doctrines of morality, and 
endeavour to found the dignity and happiness 
of human nature on the basis of virtue. 

But let us leave a moment the school, 
the church, the library, and enter a court 
«nd a cabinet. There Madiuivelian ethics 
prevail; and all that has been previously in- 
culcated appears like the tales of the nursery, 
calculated to amuse babes, and lull them m 
the lap of folly. The grand object of coun- 
sellors is to support ana increase the power 
that appoints to splendid and profitable 
offices, with little regard to the improvement 
.of human affairs, the alleviation of^he evils 
of life, and the melioration of human nature. 
The restraints of moral honesty, or the scru- 
ples of religion, must seldom operate on 
.public measures so as to im))ede the accom- 
plishment of this primary and momentous 
purpose. A little varnish is indeed used, to 
nide the deformity of Machiavelism ; but it 
is so very thin, and so easily distinguished 
from the native colour, that it contributes, 
among thinking men, to increase the detes- 
tation which it was intended to extenuate. 

Thus, for instance, treaties between na- 
tions commence with a most solemn avowal 
of good faith, in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Great and 
mighty nations, processing Christianity, 
mamtaininjg a church, and united most in- 
timately with the church, enter into agree- 
ments, under this awful sanction, and break 
Ihem without the least reluctance, whenever 
a cabinet minister finds it in his inclination, 
or imagines it his interest to cause a rupture. 
The Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost 
are little thought of; but the great object is 
to strike a blow with advantage, before the 
adverse nation is on its guard, and while it 
is relying on the treaty. 

Another instance of political religion is 
conspicious in the prevailing practice of 
rendering the emoluments of the church sub- 
servient to th^ minister, in securing him* a 
majority, and facilitating what is called his 
principal duty, the maaagement of the 

SENATE. 

The Roman pontiffs, while in the rank of 
inferior clergy, and even of cardinals, have 
exhibited the appearance of great piety, and 
a religious regard to truth and justice; but 
when advanced to the triple mitre, and be- 
come, in fact, KINGS, they have usually 



become perfectly secular in their public con- 
duct at home, and in their connexions with 
surrounding nations, and have pleaded, io 
excuse, state necessity. But can any neces- 
sity arise to violate the eternal laws of tr^tii 
and justice ? Is religion a leaden nile, ia 
the haTids strong enough to bend it to their 
various purposes ? Pope J uli u s the Second 
apj^ears to nave been one of the very worst 
prmces that ever reigned. He delighted in 
WAR, while he professed to be the representr 
ative of the Prince of Peace. He was guilty 
of oppression and injustice ; and while he 
pretended to be feeding the sheep of Christy 
gave himself no other concern put how he 
might secure the fieece. Yet all his conduct 
was palliated, by the politicians around him, 
from the plea of state necessity. Morality 
and religion gave way to the system of 
POLITICAL ETHIG8 ; and he, who ought t9 
have blessed mankind, and to have preached 
peace, became their oppressor, despot, and 
unrelenting murderer. I mention JuLiir» 
only as a striking instance, aT\d hundreds 
may be adduced, of the depraved system 
which rules cabinets, and which, for the gra^ 
tification of the few, renders the many mi- 
serable. No Machiavels can ever justify, in 
the eyes of God or of men, uninfluenced by 
corruption, any politics, however subtle and 
able, which, for the sake of aggrandizing «i 
nation (an abstract idea,) much less of 
gratifying a court, renders all the individuals 
of the nation so to be aggrandized, poor,, 
wretched, insecyre, and slavish. 

Let us suppose a nation entering most 
eagerly, and without Ustening one moment 
to terms of accommodation, into a most dan- 
gerous war, professedly to exterminate the 
bad principles and morals of a neighbouring 
people, anid to defend law, order aad religion. 
It is impossible to imagine but that a nation 
acting in this manner, and with this profes- 
sion, must regulate all its own public con- 
duct, especially in a war of this kind, ac-- 
cording to the strictest law, order, and reli- 
gion. 

Will Ithat nation oppose an armed neutral- 
ity, instituted to prevent the interruption of 
neutral commerce? Will she maintain her 
reputation tor justice, if she should be the 
first and most violent in destroying this neu- 
trality ? Will she break the law of nations, 
by insulting ambassadors ? Will she take up 
arms, and actually fight in defence of popery, 
after professing herself at the head of pro- 
testantism, and the opposer of all intolerant 
superstition? Will she, after declarii^ her* 
self the friend of order, reUgion, and liuerty, 
enter into alliances with and subsidize the 
plunderers and oppressors of Poland ? W ill 
she, pluming herself upon the love of ordcur 
and religion, and detesting the cruelty of the 
nation with whom she is at war, suffer Asia 
to be pillaged^ and its intiabitaiit& to bp 
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slaughtered by her own sons ; or encourage 
the Indians to attack her brethren in North 
America ; or hire mercenaries of German 
princes to do the work of death, in a contest 
m which thev have no immediate concern ? 
Will she endeavour to starve a whole nation 
with whom she is at war, not only the rulers 
and warriors, but infants, women, aiid old 
people, by preventing the importation of 
com! Willsne forge assignats? Will she 
continue the. slave trade ? 
, A conduct like this appears to be not only 
inconsistent with the pretended defence of 
luWf order, and religion^ but at once pro- 
ceeding from the spirit of despotism, and 
promotive of it. It is certain that a man in 
private life, acting in this manner, would be 
thought a bad man, a man destitute of prin- 
ciple, and with whom it would be scarcely 
less dangerous to be on terms of professed 
friendship than of open enmity. But actions 
do not alter their nature with the paucity or 
.multipUcity of the actors ; and a nation may 
be guilty of perfidy, as atrocious and con- 
temptible in its nature, as an individual, and 
infinitely more mischievous. Certainly the 
advisers and abettors of such conduct do not 
take the most effectual means of recommend- 
ing to mankind that monarchy which they 
wage war to re-establish. They are hurting 
tbe cause of kings in the minds of inde<- 
pendent men and of posterity, while they 
nlindly appear to themselves to be promoting . 
it with the greatest energy. 

Whatever may be urged by sophists or 
politicians, it is cert^ that the great eternal 
laws of truth and justice cannot be violated 
with impunity. The violation may answer 
some sordid and temporary purpose ; but in 
the end, it mus^ be mjunous, if not fatal. 
Truth, like the sun in the heavens, is one. 
The clouds indeed are variegated ; but then 
they are insubstantial, and of momentary 
existence. So is falsehood. It can assume 
any colour. But time causes the hues to fade ; 
and truth bursts forth with new effulgence. 
We see despotism gradually withdrawing 
from the finest countries of Europe. It 
roust depart, at last, from all, for it is op- 
posed by reason and nature. They who en- 
deavour to render it permanent, labour in 
vain; but at the same time,tl)cy may detain 
it a while, and cause, in the interval, misery 

and CARNAGE. 

Let us reject all Machiavelism, all political 
ethics^ that contradict the acknowledged 
principles of truth and moral honesty. There 
/can be no legitimate government which is 
pot founded and supported by systems of 
conduct favourable to the happiness of hu- 
man creatures, — tbe great mass of the peo- 
pie. Good government cannot be formed 
on the basis of falsehood and chicanery. 
Let the govenmient of England ever stand 
on the sauare, solid, upright pedestals of 
truth and justice, and it must defy every 



shock, but the 
dissolution. 

Section XXXIIlf. 
On trafficking toith theCvBE or Sottls, 
(Cura Animamm) for the Pvrpoaei 
ofpoUticalj i. e. moral, Cknruptum, 

^H£ parish priests of a protestant couo- 
'- try, when they are, what tbey ought 
to be, and what they would usually be, if 
it were not for political influence, chris* 

TIAN ORATORS Snd CHRISTIAN PHILOSO- 
PHERS, are the most useful body of men, 
considering their numbers and theur power, 
in the whole community. The gocKi they 
are able to do is beyond all estimate ; but 
unfortwiately, it is a son of good not always 
taken inl» uie account of those who are m 
pursuit of more {^pable advantages, solid 
GOLD, high station, and dominion over 
THEIR FELLOW-CREATURES. The proper 
business of the clergy is to mortify this very 
pride, the indulgence of which is, to their 
courtly patrons, the summum honum^ the 
chief good of existence. 

These persons, not having time or incli- 
nation to attend to religion, or any thing but 
the pomp and vanity of the world, idoUzing 
themselves, and unwilling to acknowledge 
any other Deity, consider religion and the 
church merely as state engines; powerful 
engines, in conjunctiun with military force, 
to press down the elastic spirit of the people. 
They tlunk, indeed, the emoluments attend- 
ing ecciesiasdcal functions too mucky if con- 
siaered as recompences forreUgious services, 
which, in their muids, are no services at all, 
but scarcely enough^ when converted into 
douceurs for the business of corruption, the 
grand object of modem ministers. 

Ambitious noblemen, therefore, buy bo- 
roughs, and, like Lord Melcombe, send 
their myrmidons to the senate ; and minis- 
ters pay the eipence of the purchase, by 
conferring the highest ecclesiastical dignities, 
with stipends of many thousands a^year, 
designed originally to be spent in charity, on 
the younger brothers, tbe cousins, the tutors, 
or the agents of these patrician borough- 
mongers. It is indeed deemed politic^ now 
and uien, to raise a very ingenious, learned, 
and pious man to the mitre ; but seldom 
without contriving to promote, at the same 
time, the grand business of corruption. This 
ingenious, learned, and pious man, tia' 
eveqtie de la fortune, is highly satisfied with 
the dignity and emolument of his office. 
What need has he of the patronage appen-^ 
dant to it f In this age, it were a childish 
weakness, something similar to the simplicity 
recommended in the gospel, to give away 
good things to modest merit. But, though 
he has no need of the patronage, there are 
those, to whom he is bound, by every tie of 
gratitude, who want it all. He therefore 
\inderstands that &e cure of soui^ is to be 
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given to persons whom the prime minister 
may recommend ; as the Duke of Newcastle 
recommended Burroughs and Franklin, 
whom he had never seen or known, to the 
pati'onage of the lord chancellpr. A translation 
may he impeded, if scruples of conscience 
should prevent an obsequious compliance 
with a minister's conge tTelire, <' As to fitness 
or unfitness, (cries the friend of corruption,) 
any man that can read is sufficient, for 
'both prayers and sermons are ready made; 
and even if it were supposable that a man 
could not read, a parish, that pays the rec^ 
tor a thousand a-year, may be supplied 
with an ingenious curate for forty.'' 

Formerly learning was scarce among the 
laity. The clergy engrossed what little 
there was in the world, and made themselves 
necessary to the state, not only in ecclesias- 
tical, but political offices and employments. 
** Before tne reformation, (sa^s a learned 
writer,) the canon law was in great use 
and esteem, and of great use ; and while the 
laity were in generalunlettered, or employed 
in a military life, the king made use of clergy- 
men, skilled in this law, in the offices of me 
chancery, privy seal, secretary of state, in 
the courts of justice, and m embassies. 
The king rewarded men thus qualified to 
do him service, with benefices and other 
ecclesiastical preferments; and the Lord 
Chancellor or Lord Keeper, in pard- 
cular, was furnished with many advowsons, 
to wbach, as they became vacant, he might 
present worthy masters and clerks in Chan- 
cery, who were fAen all ckr^mtn; which 
advowsons still continue in his gifl, though 
the reason thereof hath long since ceased." 
But one reason having ceased, others may 
have risen still more weighty. We have al- 
ready remarked, more t£m once, how that 
prime minister die Duke of Newcastle used 
the advowsons in the gift of the Chancellor. 
We know how preferment is bestowed in 
Ireland as well as England. We remember 
the old manner of appointment to the pro- 
vostship of Trinity-college, Dublin. 
- The excellent divine from whom the last 
quotation was taken, speaking of dergymen 
honoured and enriched with two cures of 
souls, proceeds thus : " I do not deny but 
there are pluralists of great ecclesiastical 
merit; but I do deny that in general 
pluralists hav^ greater merit than unalists, 
or than many in orders who have no living 
at all ; or that pluralists in general, become 
pluralists fur their ecclesiastical merit. 

" Read over the list of pluralists in Eng- 
land, and see whether this sort of merit £b 
universally, or generally, or commonly, 
regarded m the dispensations granted them 
to hold pluralities. See whedier the judge 
of this sort of merit hath power, if he were 
ever so well inclined, to regard it universally, 
or generally, or comnumly : see whether the 
motive of the patron to present a clerk to a 



second livings hath, in one instance out of 
twenty, been his eminent ecclesiastical 
merit; or whether the same favour would 
not have beto bestowed on the same person, 
had his merit been inferior ; nay, in many 
cases, upon the same person, altbou^ in- 
stead of merit there had been demerit ; and 
very often also, if not the more likely, if 
instead of want of a competence, there had 
been aiBuence. See whether the merit, 
which hath been sometimes considered in 
this case, hath not, instead of eccle- 
siastical MERIT, been political opi- 
nions, SERVICEABLENESS IN ELECTIONS. 

private treaties, domestic negociations, and 
other mean of^es, below the consideration 
and interposition of ecclesiastics, and hurt- 
ful to the ecclesiastical character. With 
some patrons, there is not one of these qua- 
lifications that is not a stronger motive Uiah 
parts, and learning, and piety, and prudence, 
and virtue put together." Thus said Dr. 
Newton, the founder and head of a college 
in Oxford, at a time when the cure ofsouU 
was not considered as so trifling a care as it 
has been by more recent ministers, who 
have seemed ready to sacrifice both soul 
and body to the gauning of a majority in tiie 
senate. The church once preserved her 
own dignity with a noble independence; 
but now she must bow, like a lacquey, to 
the vilest minister of state. 

But what is this cura ammarum^ tiiis office 
of watching over the spiritual state of popu- 
lous districts ? Is it not, on the hypothesis 
diat the Christian religion is true, tne most, 
important office that can be undertaken by 
man on this side the grave ? Is not the power 
of appointing to that office a trust most sa^ 
cred, if there be any thing sacred here below? 
What is SACRILEGE? the stealing of acushion 
or silver chalice from a church? And is it 
no sacrilege to steal the church itself, and 
all its emoluments, designed to prevent the 
increase of corruption, in order to reward 
and to promote corruption ? Is the cura 
animarum to be the last consideration in the 
patron's mind, though the first in the eye 
of reason and religion ? And is all this in- 
iustice, sacrilege, impiety, and blasphemy to 
be endured, because the gift of die stipend, 
the endowment, the tithes, the fees, buif an 
elector, who swears, at the time of giving 
his vote, that he has not received a bribe ? 
Is it to be wondered, if, under such abuses, 
religion should be on the decline ? Do thor 
writings of infidels, or the venal practices 
of fiatrons, contribute most to exterminate 
Christianity ? What has a similar svstem in 
France effected, carried indeed to still grei^ter 
lengths, but still similar? The greedy nn^- 
ciousness of court sycophants in England is 
doing' the work of antichrist, and de- 
stroying civil liberty. 

But f am chiefly concerned at present to 
consider the using the church, or the cure of 
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kniUf for the corruption of the ttate and the 
vMUhn of the constitution, as a poli- 
tical enormity. It certainly contributes to 
the spirit of despotism. It naturally tends 
to make all the youth in the nation, who 
enter on tliis sacred profession, look up to 
court favour, and not to depend on their 
own merit or exertions, for promotion. It 
urevents them from voting freely at elections. 
It prevents them from preaching freely from 
the pulpit. Its natural tendency is to make 
&cm what they ought particularly to avoid, 
adulators, worldly wise, parasitical, and 
aecqfiori of men^s pertotu for the sake of 
&A)anthge, They must know, under such a. 
system, that if mey vote according to con-- 
science, or preach or write according to the 
truth as it is ip Jesus, they must forego all 
those prospects of rising in their profession,' 
which, if merit were rewarded, are a stimulus* 
to every thine that can benefit human na- 
ture. Clericsu men, infirm, like others, often 
"Sink under this temptation. Few can re- 
nounce great temporal advantages for the 
^ake of promoting. public good, especiaily 
when they are sure of persecution as well as 
neglect. Now, what must be the conse- 
quence to liberty, of a whole national clergy 
rendered expectant on the favour of a court, 
and a proud aristocracy ? Ma^ we not hear 
ajgain trom the pulpit y the doctrines of diving' 
right and passive obedience; the same 
doctrines in effect under names less offen- 
sive to the people? Have we not lately 
heard them ? 

There is no mode of promoting the pur- 
poses of corruption, and the aggrandizement 
of those who already engross the pomp of 
grandeur, more injurious to liberty, and 
mor&villanously base, than that of seizing 
the appointments and rewards of piety and 
virtue, to bestow them on those, whose 
wwldly wisdom is their chief recommenda- 
tiou, and who seem ready to worship God 
only in the tecond place, if they worship 
him at all. 

The Tindals, the Ck)llins's, the Boling- 
brokes, the Humes, the Gibbons, the V(3- 
taires, the Volneys, the mUcreant philoso- 
]rfiers of France, never did so much injuiy 
to the cause of Christianity, as those English 
numisters of state, who, while they shed the 
blood of thousands for the sake of law, order 
and religion^ prostitute the church and the 
CUUE OF SOULS to the corruption of the 
senate. 

Section XXXIV. 
Of Mr, Hume'« idea, That absolute 

Monarchy is the easiest Death, the 

true Euthanasia of the British Cm- 

stitution, 
•IpHE very ingenious speculatist, Mr. 
* Hume, seems to wish, as well as think, 
that as death is unavoidable by the political 
as well as the animal body, the British cou- 
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stitution may die in the arms of Despotism. 
His words are, ** I would much rather wi^ 
to see an absolute monarch than a republic 
in this island. Absolute monarchy is the 
easiest death, the true euthanasia of- the- 
British Constitution.'' 

His opinion that our free government will 
terminate in despotism, seems founded oq 
the following argument, wliich he has in- 
serted in his Essay on the British Govern^ 
ment. 

" The British spirit and love of liberty, 
however great, will never be able to sup- 
port itself against tiiat immense property 
which is now lodged in the king, and is stift 
increasing. Upon a moderate computation, 
there are near three millions annuaUy at the 
disposal of the crown. The civil listamounts 
to near a million; the collection of all taxes 
to another million ; and the employments 
in the army and navy, along with ecclesias- 
tical preferments, to above a third million. 
A monstrous sum 1 and what may &irly be 
computed to be more than a thirtieth part of 
the whole income and labour of the king- 
dom. When we add to this immense pro- 
perty the increasing luxury of the nation, 
our proneness to corruption, ak)ns with the ' 
great power and prerogatives of uie crown,- 
and the command of such numerous military- 
forces, there is no one but must des}iair, 

without EXTRAORDINARY EFFORTS, of 

beine able to support our free government 
much longer) under all these disadvan- 



it why should not ^^extraordinary 
efforts^* be made, when die object is extra- 
ordinary — ^no less than the preservation of 
human happiness, by the preservation of 
civil liberty f No efforts should be declined 
in such a cause; nor should hen,' sensible 
of their blessings, and desirous of handing 
them down as they received them, sink, 
with dastardly indolence, into a state of 
despair. 

Mr. Hume, with all his p^etration, oonid 
not foresee tiie revolution in France; and 
how much the estabUshment of ^ liberty, in 
tiiat extensive and enlightened country, 
would contribute to defeat the purpose of 
despots in all the nations of Europe. It is 
certain that the minds of the people in all 
countries are opened to the light of truth, 
by the emancipation of four or five and 
twenty millions of men, from the slavery of 
prejudice and arbitary dominion. There is 
now very litUe occasion for that despair of 
preserving the freedom of the British govern- 
ment, if the people will but be true to their 
own cause. Despotism, in its last stniggles, 
may make great efforts ; but even they will 
cxlmust its strength, and accelerate its disso- 
lution. Firmness and perseverance in the 
people will ultimately triumph over the 
unnatural exertions of^^despotism, driven to. 
madness by despair. 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Bhnmgkmon^en BMmU^ofhoth Kimg and Peopk* 



76 



The spirit of liberQr, it has been said, is a 
spirit ot jealousy. It ought to be ever- 
waking and drcumspect; ror the spirit of 
despotism never slumbers, but watches every 
opportunity to increase prerogative, and* 
diminish popular authority. During those 
late alarms which cowardly and selfish 
aristocracy laboured to difiiise, in its panic 
fear foir its own privileges^ manv instances 
occurred of men who would willingly have 
sacrificed all the boasted freedom ot Eng*- 
lishmen to the security which they flattered 
themselves grandeur, titles, and ridies would' 
enjoy under ata absolute government. Their< 
pride was stung to the quick by die idea of 
equality, while their avarice trembled for< 
their property, and their cowardice for their 
personal safetyv They saw .spectres in the 
shapes of Truth, Justice, and Libnty, tri^ 
umpliing over an enslaved and deluded' 
world; they knew that they had little in- 
terest or connexion with such personagesy 
and shuddered at their fancied apiiioach; 
They shrieked with terror ; and would gladlv 
have hastened to the greatest despot on earth 
for protection. Bnciand had no despot on • 
the throne 'to afford them an asylum; and' 
therefore they placed all their hopfes on the 
ftiUitafy arm. War was the crv; victory 
was sure. Bastilfes were alreaify built in 
ima^nation, ami chains fabricated for the 
millions that people the provinces of Gaul. 

Had it been possible for these men to^ 
prevail, in the moment of their consterna- 
tion, the sceptre of England would have been 
converted by them into an iron rod, and its 
king into the grand monargue of the ofd' 
French tyranny. Despotism, expelled from 
France, would have crossed from Calais to 
Dover, and been received with open arms by 
devoted vassals, the slavish alarmists of an 
Itoglish aristocracy. The free government 
of England might nave found at this period, 
as Mr. Hume prophesies it will hereaner do, 
an easy death m absolute monarchy. 

But though the high church and king 
alarmistt did not succeed at that time, which 
seemed auspicious to their designs, yet still 
they continue on their posts, watehing oppor^ 
tunides to infringe on liberty, to se&ce the 
people from their love of it, and gradually to 
reconcile them to arbitrary rule* 

Strange as it is, as a moral phenonienon> 
that men should wish to be slaves, yet it is 
certain, that the tribe of persons devoted to 
the pomp and power of uncontrolled royally^ 
whom I call Tories or Aristocrats, for want 
of a more -appropriate and precise appella- 
tion, are still extremely asealous to msike our 
KIKG a far superior potentate than he is 
allowed to be by that Re-volution, which 
gives him all the royal rights be possesses, • 
and places him on the throne. 

' Many drcumstances favour the wishes of 
theEe persons; and nothing opposes them so. 



much as the French revolution, and those 
liberal opinions on the rights and happiness 
of man which begin to prevail, wherever 
courts and ministers have little influence; 
Among the circumstances which flatter them* 
most witb the extension' of royal power, the 
elevation of themselves, and the depression' 
of the people, is , the interest which aknosr 
every n&n and woman in the nation possesses* 
in the public funds, and whidi therjr are all 
taught to believe would be depreciated, or 
even annihilated, if the parliament wera re^ 
formed, the people reinstated in their rights, 
and die influence of the crown dimuii^ed.> 
This has communicated the panic of the* 
alarmists amon^ multitudes too remote from' 
courts, and too inconsiderable in station^ to 
be influenoed by ministerial bribw; who, 
otherwise, could not but have skied with the 
cause of justice and humanity. The terror 
of anarchy, occasioned by the iU-jud^d, 
impolitic, as well at cruel con<)uct of some, 
among the first leaders of the emancipated 
French, has increased the number of mF- 
nisterial partisans and favourers of e^rtemfecf 
power and prerosative. 

Were it possibfe that a panic could be per- 
manent, or falsehood and artifice ultimately 
vietorious over truth and justice, there mi^t- 
be reason to fear, from the swrit which the. 
(Uarmistg diffused, that English liberty might . 
soon sicken, and at last die paralytic in the 
arms of despotism* But notwithstanding- a 
temporary lethar^, the mads of the peo^e^^ 
those who are qiute out of tiie reaohtjf oour« 
tiers and grandees, still retain the healthy 
vigour of their fathers' virtue, and would t 
rouse themselves effectually, to pirevent the • 
accomplishment of Mr. Hume*s predictioii.- 
They must indeed be lulled with the Gir^ua . 
cup of corruption to sleep on, and take tiieir ' 
rest,, when tne giant Despotism iaat their/ 
doors, ready to crush, with his mace, all' 
that renders lift valuable to mbn ; to men • 
who have learned to think that mere vege« • 
tation is not life. But Circ^*s cup is not ca-. : 
pacious enough to contain opiate for a whole 
people. All the douceurs of a minister, all i 
the patronage in the professions, all the riches > 
of the east and the west, are insufficient to : 
bribe the obscure million$j who constitute r 
the 6a«e of the political fabric^ into compleisi i 
acquiescence under the pressure of deBJiotie * 
power, or under the apprehension of it The 
light of reason and oi learning is too widelj 
difllised to be easily extinguished. There is . 
every reason to believe tiiat it will shine 
n^ore and more unto a perfect day. 

But as popular commotion is always to be 
dreaded, because bad men always arise to 
mislead its efforts, how desirable is it that it 
may be prevented, by conciliatpiy measures, 
hy a timely concession of rights, by redresa ^ 
ot* grievances, by reformation of abuses, by. 
convincing mankind tiiat governments have ' 
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tto otker ol)|ect than fitkhfuUy to promote 
the comfort and security of individuals, with- 
out sacrificing the solid happiness of living 
men to national glory, or royal magnificence. 
True patriotism and true philosophy, unat- 
tached to names of narticuiar men, or even 
to parties, consider tne happiness of man as 
the first object of all rational governments; 
and, convinced that nothing is more injurious 
tp the happiness of man than the spirit of 
despotism, endeavour to check its growth, at 
its first and slightest appearance. : 

If the free government of England evinces, 
by its conduct, tbat the happiness of the 
people is its sole object, so far from dreading 
the late Mr. Hume's prophecy that it will die 
in the arms of despotism, we may venture to 
predict that it will never die. My orisons 
shall be offered for its perpetuity ; for I, and 
all who think with me, on this subject are 
its ^ru6 friends; while the borough-mongers^ 
under the cloke of loyalty, are enemies both 
to the king and the people. 

Section XXXV. 
^e permission of Lavnrers by Pro^ 
fesdon, aspiring at tionours in the 

• Gift of the Crown^ to have the 

• greatest Influenoe in the Leaisla» 
fure, a Cireumstance unfavourable to 
Liberty, 

Tl/'HEN. advocates address each other at 
^^ the bar, they always adopt the kp- 
pelladoh of letamed brother. There cer- 
tainly is a necessity for great learning in the 
profession of the long robe. But of what 
kknd is the learning required ? It is un- 
doubtedly of a kind very little connected 
with philosophy or enlargement of the mind. 
It iSy in its widest range, confined to local 
customs, and the statutes of a single nation. 
It pores upon the letter of the law, and 
scarcely dares to contemplate the spirit. It 
is for the most part employed in minute dis- 
quisitions, in finding exceptions, in seeking 
shbterfuges, and of&n in making the great 
eternal rules of equity give way to the literal 
meaning of a narrow and unjust statute, 
framed by ignorant men in times little re- 
moved from barbarism, and certainly both 
slavish and superstitious. 

Is the education of professional and prac- 
tiiing lawyers particularly calculated to ex- 
pand the intellect, or to fill the heart with 
s^timents of peculiar honour and genero- 
siQr; such sentim^ats as alone can constitute 
a worthy lawgiver, and an all-accomplished 
statesman? is it not confined to psurticular 
and minute objects, instead of taking in the, 
whole horizon of human concernments ? A 
few, and but a few, of those who have risen 
to the first honours and emoluments, have 
had a truly liberal education. The rest have 
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been trained either in the office of an attor- 
ney, or in studies and exercises that contri- 
bute no more to liberalize or improve the 
heart, than the copying of instruments, the 
perusal of statutes, the knowledge offorms^ 
Some of the finest facultiesof the human con- 
stitution, the imagination and sentimental 
affections, have little room for play, where 
the eye and memory are chiefly concerned ; 
and where the mind is obliged to labour in * 
the trammels of dismal formalities, like th& 
horse in harness, dragging a heavy vehicle 
in the wheel-ruts made by those who have 
gone before, without the liberty of deviation. 
A hard head, a cold unfeeling heart, with a 
tenacious memory, are likely to succeed beist 
in such toil, which requires less of speed 
than of patient plodding perseverance. 

A dull man, trained m this dull manner, 
may become a very useful lawyer^ and cer- 
tainly deserving of all the fees and emolu-^ 
ments of his profession. But does it follow 
that he must be a statesman, a senator, a 
cabinet counsellor, fitted to determine on 
questions of peace and war, and to consult 
and promote the happiness of human nature? 
A lawyer, by singular felicity of genius and 
disposition, mav be fit for the momentous 
task ; and I only ask whether his educaiion^ 
and the studies and employments of his pro-* 
fession, are such as to render him pre^emi- 
nently a statesman, and director of the mea- 
sures of government ? Because he may, for 
a fee, plead successfully on anv side, con* 
duct a trial, and assist a jury in determining 
a question of meum and tuumy or may be 
able to expound a statute, is he therefore 
more likely than all others Xjo frame laws of 
the most beneficent kind, having a view, not 
to particular cases only but to the general 
welfare? All his studies of jurisprudence 
have been merely for the sake of lucre, and 
not free and disinterested, like those of 
the general scholar, the philosopher and 
philanthropist. 

The lawyer has, however, betteir oppor-' 
tunities for displaying his knowledge and 
abilities than- the members of other profes-' 
sions. Meniiave recourse to him on mat- 
ters very dear to their hearts ; matters of 
property. With the sagacity of a very mode- 
rate intellect, and a knowledge acquired by 
dint of mere labour and long practice, he 
maybe able to transact their pecuniary busi* 
ness with skill and success. He becomes, 
therefore, a favourite with men of property 
in the nation, which, whenever corruption 
prevails, will contribute much to push any 
aspirant up the ladder of promotion. He 
soon pants for rewards extraneous to his pro- 
fession. It is not enough to be a judge or a 
chancellor ; he must be a peer of the realm, 
a counsellor of state, a chief director in the 
tmper house. It is painful to behold all the 
old nobility; educated as they have been, 
L 
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at the gieatestexpenoe, improved by pnvate 
tutors and by ttavel, crouobing to a. man 
who has acquired effrontery in the courts 
below, and whose unblushing audacity ha& 
been thechief causeof the elevation, at which 
himself is supriaed. 

. Men like these, emboldened by success, 
and accustomed, from their earliest entrance 
into active life, to browbeat and overbear, 
' assume a right to guide the opinions of the 
senate and the council in the most important 
measures of \tate. They become, in fact, 
the rulers of the nation ; but owing their ele^ 
vation to the favour of a amrt^ syid placing 
all their expectations of farther honours on 
its continuance, they become devoted to its 
purposes. They are, in fact, still attor* 
NETS AND SOLICITORS, ready to exert all 
their powers of sophistry, and to exhaust all 
*^eir stores of chicanery, to defend the mea- 
sures of the minister, by rendering law, as 
far as they can, a leaden rule. The old peers 
nt in silent admiral ion ; while men, furnished 
with all the subtleties of practising lawyers, 
long hackneyed and hardened in the paltry 
busmess of private individuals, presume to' 
dictate peace or war, to impede or prevent 
salutary reform, and keep tlie church, the 
army, and the navv, under their supreme 
control. Sueh is their habitual volubility 
and confirmed assurance, that men of more 
liberal minds, but of less self-conceit and 
less notoriety, stand in awe of them, and 
suffer them, with abject acquiescence, to 
domineer. But howevw they may oppose 
the peoples right, and the happiness of th6 

Sublicy they are sure to espouse the cause of 
iiose from whom comes their promotion. 
Thev therefore contribute to diffuse the spirit 
of despotism, more than any other pro- 
iiftssion. 

"fiut," says the minbter, <^ we cannot do 
without them. We must have able men in 
the House of Lords ; therefore we must 
have new men ; and they must be selected 
from a profession accustomed p public 
business, and which gives those who belong 
to it opportunities of making an open dis- 
playof their alHlities.'' This is^a sad com- 
pliment to the hereditary nobility; as it 
seems to argue that they are totally unfit to 
conduct the Dusiness that comes before them, 
widiout attorneys and solicitors from below, 
who are ennobled merely to save the credit 
of the peerage. But the truth is, the minis- 
ter wishes to have some sharp and tractable 
tools, by which he may do his dirty work, 
uninterrupted by the interference of those 
who, possessing a constitutional right to 
examine it, would perhaps often censure it, 
if ti^ey were not overawed and overborne by 
those who pretend to be initiated in the myf. 
teries of law. 
In consequence of this management, a 



whole profession, with few exceptions, ex- 
tremely busy both with tongue and pen, is 
constantly enlisted in the serviceof a minister. 
A ^reat number of attonms and solicitors, 
besides the gentlemen oficialh honoured 
with thoHe;name6, are constan%r€^aine(;on 
the side of the court, and consequently lean, 
for their own sakcs, and with a hope of 
making their families, to the extension of 
crown influence and prerogative. A set of 
men, so subtle, so active^ so attendve to 
interest, must serve any cause wluch ikey 
ehoose to espouse ; and there is no doubt but 
that they generally serve (in the hope <rf ser- 
ving thanuhes) the cause of despotism. 
Let any oAe who b unacquainted with the 

Ekinstakenby modern ministers to retain the 
wyers on the side of prerogative inspect 
^hB court calendar, and remark how great a 
portion of the modem peers have owed their 
coronets entirely to Uieir profession as law- 
vers, to their qualifications as mere men of 
business in detail, with very scanty know- 
ledgeof any thing else, and with small claims 
to excellence, as patriots, philosophers, or 
philanthropists. Mere men of business com- 
monly fix their eyes on objects of private 
lucre or temporal elevation alone. They are 
a|>t to laugh at the names of patriotism, li- 
berty, anddisinterested. virtue. They haxre 
commonly been too long hsu;kneyed among 
the lowest of mankind, not perhsms in tank 
onljr, but in spirit, knowledge, liberality, to 
cetain any very scrtmulous deHcacv' in their 
own bosoms, or to believe its existence in 
others. They consider the good things of 
the world as a scramble, wheie every man is 
to get what he can by address, and bold prc^ 
tensicm, since the law will not allow the use 
of violence. Certainly there can be no hope 
of refi)rm, or what the Frwich call a regene^ 
ration of human affairs, while men so versed 
in corraptkm, so enriched by it, smd so well 
pleased with it, bear sway in senates, and di- 
rect the councils of princes.* 



•Several of the crown lawyers concenied in 
the prosecution of Hardy, &c. in which so much 
pains was taken to shed innocent blood, were put 
intoParliament byPEERS, orgrandees, as their 
members or agents, contrary to law and the 
constitution. 

The Marquis of Bath nominates Sir JoHir 
SeoTF, ifi^ Attorney General,) to represent his 
I«ordship in the House of Commons. 

Lord Beverley nominates Sir John Mitford 
(the Solicitor General,) to represent him. 

Earl Fitzwilliam nominates Serjeant 
Adair. 

The Earl of Lonsdale nominates Mr. An- 

STAUTHBR. 

Mr. Buller nominates Mr. Bearcroft. 
'■ See petition presented to the Houie of Com- 
mons, 6th of May, 1793. 
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SB<itiON XXXVI. ' scorns such /«ttfe gains. He deals onl j hi a 

Toverfy. when not extreme, favauf^le f^di^l^h^^^^^ 

tQaff Virtue, pubhc and pnmte, and The neighbouring nifttics, who used to be 

etmsequenBfy to the happiwBSi cf ku^ respectable, though little ^nners, are noi^ 

"" ' '^--^— his day-labourers, begging to be employed 

by the ereat man who has engrossed and 
consolidated half a dozen farms. The old 
farm-houses are pulled doWn; One capital 
mansion is sufficient for a large territory of 
meadow and arable land, which used to dis-^ 
play smoking chimney^ in every part of a 
cheerful landscape, with a healthy progeny 
of children, and tribes of animals, enlivening 
the happy scene. The tenant now reigns 
over the uninhabited glebe a solitary despot ^ 
and something of the ancient vassalaee of 
the feudal syttem is restored, through the 
necessities of the surrounding cottagers, wbd 
live in hovels with windows stoft up, hardly 
enjoying Obd*s freest gifts, light and air. 
A murmur will exclude them even from the 
HUT> compared with which the neighbouring 
dog-kennel is a palace. 

The little tenants of former times were too 
numerous and too inconsiderable to become 
objects of corruption. But the great tenant^ 
the engrosser >of farms, feeling his conse* 
quence, grows as ambitious as nis landlord. 
He may nave sons, cousins, and nephews, 
whom he wishes to provide for bv places ; 
and therefore it becomes a part of his prur 
dential plan, to side, in all county elections, 
and at all public meetings, with the court 
party, the lord lieutenant, and the aristocra- 
tical toad-eaters of the minister. 

In like manner, the great manufacturer 
finding that riches tend to civil honours 



.Nature; and enormous Riches, 
without Virtne, the general Baw. 

SUPERFLUITY of riches, like superfluity 
of fbod, causes siolmess and debility. 
Fwerty, or mediocrity of fortune, is the 
oiffBe of many virtues; of modesty, industry, 
sobriety. But in this age> the very name 
of poverty is odious. Poverty is a haggard 
pha&toib that appals half the world, and 
Writes them over seas, into torrid zones^ to 
disease and death ! Lite itself is thought by 
many a gift fit to be thrown back again intd 
the &oe of the Almighty Donor ^ if it is not 
aeoompanied with the means of luxury, the 
tneans of making a Ji^re beyond others ,• 
tn a wont, the means cf indulging the spirit 
of despotim. Thingsiure so managed, in a 
state of deep poHtieal corruption, that the 
hpnouES dite only to virtue are paid exclu^ 
sivcly to MONEY ; and those who want not 
riches »Nr the sake of idulgence in pleasure, 
or from the li9ve of motiey itself^ grow com* 
plete misers, inlAie h&f of obtaining, toge^ 
ther with opulence, civil honmurs, seats in 
thesenate^house^andtioYAL FAVOUR. They 
hope to make themselves of consequence 
enoHgh to be cmrupted, or -rather purchased 
by the state. 

What is the consequence to the people^ 
the labourer, the manufactiirei> the retail 
tr^er, to poor families vrith raaay children, 
women with small patrimonies, annuitants, 



depeiuientS) and all the numerous train of and political consequence, as well as to plenty 



persons who are compelled to live, as the 
common phrase expresses it, from hand to 
rmmth t Taar gains or mdans ore fixed, and 
by no meana rise with the rifting price of 
necessaries. But in consequence of tnis rage 
for riches, the necessaries of life become not 
only dearer, but worse in quality ; less nou- 
rishing, less commodious, and less durable. 
Ijandlords raise their rents to the utmost 
possible extent ; each determining to make 
nis rtot-roll as respectable as some opulent 
neighbour, favoured by a lord lieutenant for 
his INFLUENCE. They will not let their 
&rms in little portions, to poor industrious 
tcnania; but to some overgrown monopo- 
lizer, who is in as much haste to grow rich 
as the landlord himself; seeing tliat as he 
becomes rich he becoihes a man of conse^- 
quehce in the county, and that not only 
^squires, but even lords, take notice of hina 
at the approach of a general election. He i^ 
a uj^/^Mt/e' farmer, and will breed but few of 
the animads of tlie farm-yard, and those onhr 
for his own family consumption. His chil- 
dren are too proud to carry the productions 
of the hen-roobt or dairy to the market. He 



of all good things, cannot be contented with 
the slow progress of his grandfathers, but 
must whip afS spur, in his career from the 
temple of PLutus to the temple of Honour. 
His workmen, therefore^ are paid, not by tite 
day, in which case ^y would endeavour to 
do their work well, though slowly, but by 
the ^tece. The public, perhaps, must of ne* 
cessity purchase his commodity, however 
bad ; and. it is probably as good as others 
fabricate, because all are pursuing the same 
glorious end, by similar means. The ma^ 
terials, as well as the workmanship, are of 
inferior quality. For^ the great monopolizers 
and detUers can /^rce a trade, and get vent 
among th« litde retsulers, by giving credit, 
and by various other contrivances, for the 
most ordinary ware. The great man, whose 
forefathers felt little else but avarice, now 
bums with AMBITION ; and, as city honourg 
and rural dignities, senatorial consequence 
and even magistracy, are bestowed by mi- 
nisterial fkvour, he must be devoted to a 
minister, and carry all the littic' traders and 
artisans to second the views of a court at the 
general election, or at public meetbgs,ap- 
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pointed for the proQiotion of a minister's 
project to ke^ hmulf in place. 

These, and a thousand similar causes, 
visible enough in the Taiious departments 
of manufacture, commerce, agriculture, are 
at this moment urfflne on the great machine 
of corruption, and difiusing the spirit of 
despotism. The revolution of France will 
inde4Mi check it, throughout Europe, by the 
influence of principles, favourable to the 
freedom and happiness of man; but at pre- 
sent, even that event is used by short- 
sighted politicians to increase aristocratical 
arrogance, to depress popular spirit, and to 
give unnatural influence to the possessipn 
of MONEY, however acquired ana however 
abused. 

An indigmmt writer of ancient Rome ex- 
claims — 

Nullum crimen abest, facinusque libidinis 

ex quo 
Paupertas Romana perit.* Juvbnal. 

Prima peregriDos obscoena pecunia mores, 
Intulit et turpi fregenmt secula luxu, 
Pivitie molleB.-^— 

The virtuous ancients, by the light of na- 
ture and the evidence of experience, were 
taught that, when riches obtained a value 
and esteem beyond their proper use, merely 
for the sake of splendour, ostentation, and 
aristocratic oppression, a fatal blow was 
dven to liberty. The human race, ihey 
thought, degenerated under the despotism of 
money. In such a corrupt system there was 
no encouragement given in the state to excel 
in virtue for its own sake; even generals and 
admirals went on expeditions^ not even for 
false and vain-glory, far less from motives 
of patriotism ; but to fill their coffers with 
plunder, and render war a cloke for pillage. 

Caupotumiet bellum, Don belligerentes, 

Thev made a tradCy and a sordid trade, of 
U^al bloodshed^ not conducting it with the 
disinterested spirit of soldiers, animated with 
the love of their country, but with the cun- 
ning and avarice of Jew usurers in Duke*s 
Place. 

And have we had no instances of generals 
es admirals making war a trade, in recent 
times, and in Christian nations; using the 
sword, to which the idea of honour has been 
attached, as an implement of lucre» and 
rendering it far less honourable than the 
knife of the butcher, exercising his trade in 
the market of Leadenhall ? If it should ever 
be true, that ships of war are made merchant- 
men in the vilest merchandize, the barter of 
human blood for goldy will it not prove, that 

* Since Poverty^ our guardian god, is gone' 
Pride, laisiness, and all luxurious arts, 
Pour like a deluge in from foreign parts, f 
&c. Dryoen. 

fVlE. The East Indies at present. 



the attaching honour to the possession of 
money y is destroying, not only the national 
virtue, but its honour and defence 7 Have 
towns indie East Indies never been given 
up to plunder, contrary to the law of nations 
as weU as justice and humanity, to make 
the fortune of European officers ? 

It b a noble and virtuous struggle, tostaod 
up in defence of the rights of nature, true 
honour, liberty and truth, against the over- 
bearing dominion of pecuniary influence* 
Man will shine ^rth in his genuine lustre ; 
when money can no longer gt/(/ the base metal 
of folly, knavery, pride, and cruelty. While 
the corrupt Ganges flows into the Thames, 
it will contaminate its waters, and infect: 
the atmosphere of freedom. When British 
freeholders, yeomen, merchants, manufac- 
turers, generals, admirals, and senators, be- 
come slaves to jie// only, forgetting or des- 
Sising the very name of puhUc virtue and 
ibinterested exertion, nothing can oppose 
the spirit of despotism hntthe spirit of the 
common people. Thai spirit, indeed, may at 
once rescue human nature from misery, and 
perpetuate, the blessings of a pure and free 
constitution. But when they who fatten on 
the blood of their fellow-creatures, are also 
permitted to domineer by the influence of 
their ill-gotten money, over free countries, 
to command majorities at electi<m8, and 
drive all opposition before them, what 
chance of ^happiness can remain to virtuous 
independence? What, in such circumstances, 
can preserve liberty, buta convu/stve 'Irufgle^ 
attended, perhaps, with the horrors ot the 
first Frencn [revolution — which God, in his 
mercy, aw^f.' 

Section XXXVII. 
On the natural Tendency tff making 
Judges and Crown Lawyers^ Peers; 
of transhaing Bishops emd annexing 
Preferments to BiskoprickSy in^ what 
is called, commendam. 

I F there is any part of the constitution of 
* England, in the praise of which eloquence 
may employ her most glowing colours, with- 
out entrenching upon Uie coiSBnes of truths 
it is the judicial part of it. The purity of 
public justice in England is unequalled in 
any country which the sun illuminates in 
his diurnal process. The reason is obvious. 
The verdict is givenby juries of men usually 
beyond the reach of corruption. No minis- 
terial influence can descend to all the indivi- 
duals, in middle and humble life, who maj 
be called upon to sit in judgment, and ulti- 
mately decide, as jurors, on the property, 
the fame, and the life, of their fellow-citizens. 
We have lately had a most glorious instance 
of the virtue of private citizens, exercising 
this most important oflice. The verdicts 
given in the state trials, in one thousand 
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seven hundred and ninety four, do more 
honour to the British character, than all the 
military exploits in the reign of George the 
Third. Such verdicts make our constitution 
truly enviable to the nations of Europe. 
Twelve honest men, on each of t^^ese trials, 
proved to the world, that no power, no 
authority, no terror, not even the factitious 
rage of aristocratical principles, which had 
been artfully fostered, coula lead them to 
swerve from the right line of iustice. They 
feared God, but not man; and posterity will 
honour them, when the names of subtle 
|K>liticiaus, clothed with a brief, but lucra- 
^ve authority, if mentioned at all, shall be 
mentioned with detestation. It is well ob- 
served b}r a zealous and honest advocate on 
the occasion, that he could not despair of the 
case, when it was brought from the cornipt 
to the uncorrupt part of the constitution. 
*The days of acquittal were the jubilees of 
truth, the triumphs of virtue; and^ in a 
time of dejection, revived the hopes of pa-, 
triotism and philanthropy. 

Oj^ial juaees, not naving the final de- 
termination of the cause, but feeling the 
check of the juries, commonly conduct 
themselves, even in state trials, with some 
degree of candour and moderation. Indeed, 
we are so happy as to see men appointed to 
this office, in our time, whose triea integrity 
gives reason to believe, that, if they were not 
mus wisely checked, they would, with few 
exceptions, preserve impartiality. 

Nevertheless, though much has been said 
on the independence of judges, and though 

Seat praise is due to our king, who pku>ed 
em m their offices for life, and not remove- 
able at his pleasure, yet it must be confessed, 
that there still remain temptations, which 
might have great influence on men less vir- 
tuous than our present judges are. It is Ob- 
^ served, that peerages, in < modem times, 
have been bestowed, with peculiar bounty, on 
lawyers ; and some have ventured to say, that 
the expectation of this splendid reward may 
frustrate all endeavours to secure, especially 
in state trials^ the perfect independence of the 
judges who presiae. It is not enough that 
they do not fear removal from their dignified 
office. Their hopes may influence, more 
than their /ears. They may hope to add to 
opulence the dignity of family dbtinction, 
escutcheons, coronets, and hereditary seats 
in the lejgislature. If themselves have seen 
too mucn of the vanity and folly of worldly 
pomp to admire it, (which, however, is not 
often the case with men who may be great 
lawyers, without any philosophy or religion) 
yet they may have sons, wives, daughters, 
relatives, and friends, to whom the splendour 
of tife, (as they have possibly, littie soUd 
merit,) is valuable in the highest degree. A 
peerage b, therefore, for Uie most part, ^ 
very powerful allurement^ I will not say, to 



disguise the truth or pervert the law, but 
obsequiously to seek ministerial favour. 

When peerages, are lavished on lawyers 
high in place, it is a circumstance viewed 
with some degree of jealousy by those who 
are willing to guard constitutional liberty 
with unwinking vigilance. Perhaps it might 
afford satisfaction to such men, if judges 
were by law excluded from all higher eleva- 
tion; if they were indeed most amp/vpaid 
and most respectfully revered ; but, for the 
sake of preventing the possibility of a wrong 
bias, where the happiness of the people b 
most intimately concerned, were prevented 
from viewing a brilliant dazzling coronet, 
suspended as their reward, over the scales 
of justice. 

But here an objector will urge, with seri- 
ous solicitude, that, as the House of Lords is 
a court of judicature, in the last resort, a 
court of appeal from every court in the king- 
dom, it is necessary that it should be well 
supplied with lawyers of eminence. 
. Un this subject Mr. P alev says : ** There 
appears to be nothing in the constitution of 
the House of Lords ; in the education, ha- 
bits, character, or professions of the mem- 
bers who compose it;, in the mode of their 
appointment, of the right by which they 
succeed to (heir places in it, that should 
qualify them for their arduous office ; except 
perhaps, that the elevation of their rank 
and fortune affords a security against the 
offer and influence of small bribes. Offi- 
cers of the army and navy, courtiers, eccle- 
siastics ; young men who have just attained 
the age of twenty-one, and who have 
passed^ their vouth in the dbsipation and 
pursuits which commonly accompany the 
possession or inheritance of great fortunes; 
country gentiemen, occupied in the manage- 
ment of their estates, or in the care of their 
domestic concerns and family interests; the 
GREATER part of the assembly bom to their 
station, that is, placed in it by chance; 
most of the rest advanced to the peerage for 
services and from motives utterly uncon- 
nected with legal erudition; — these men 
compose the tribunal to which the constitu- 
tion entrusts the interpretation of her laws, 
and the ultimate decision of every dbpute 
between her subjects!" 

From thb very degrading representation 
of the House of Lords, the Reverend Arch- 
deacon proceeds to justify the practice of 
constantly placing in it, some or the most 
eminent and experienced lawyers in the 
kingdom. He would, I think, with more 
propriety have argued against rendering one 
part of the legislature a court of justice, de- 
signed both to make and execute the laws 
because every solid politician has agreed in 
tile propriety of keeping the legislative and 
judicial powers as separate and as dbtant 
from each other as it is possible. 
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I leave this point ipr the discusslou of 
future political writers^ and satisfy myself 
with suggesting, that it is necessary to the 
perfect contentment of a people jealous 
of their liberty and the purity of iudicial 
proceedings, that all temptations whatever 
should be removed from the sight of fraH 
human beings, sitting in the seat of judgi- 
ment, which may lead them to court the 
favour of ruling powers at the expence of 
justice. It is not money alone which 
BRIBES. Title and r^k have more influ- 
ence on the universal passion, vanity ; csv 
specially when avarice has been already 
gratified with amply salaries and emolu- 
ments of a lucrative profession. 

The consideration of the possible rewards 
which may diminish the independence of 
judges^ naturally leads to the consideration of 
those which may secularize the hishaptf and 
injure the cause of religion, for which alont 
episcopacy itself could be established. 

But, as this is a subject of some delicacy, 
I shall use the authority and words of Dr. 
Watson, the present Bishop of Llandaff] who, 
having been in, the minority at the time 
he wrote upon it, ventured to sneak thi 
whole truth, with that freedom wnich be«- 
comes an honest man in every rank, and 
is particularly expected from a Christian 
bishop. 

"I know," says Bishop Watson, "That 
many will be startled, I beg them not to be 
offended, at the surmise of the bishops not 
bein^ independent in the House of Lords ; 
and It would be easy enough to weave a 
logical cobweb, laree enough and strong 
enough to cover -end protect the conduct of 
the Uight Reverend Bench from the attacks 
of those who dislike episcopal^. This, I 
5ay, would be an easy task; but it is fav 
above my ability to eradicate from the 
minds of others (who are, notwithstanding^ 
as well attached to the church establish" 
ment as ourselves,) a suspicion, tha't 

THE PROSPECT OF BEING TRANSLATED 

influences the minds of the BISHOPS too 
powerfully, and induces them to pay too 
ereat an attention to the beck, of 9l ministers 
The suspicion, whether well or ill founded^ 
is disrejmtabk to our order; and what is of 
worse consequence, it hinders u»from doing 
that good which we otherwise might- do; for 
the laity, while they entertain auch a snspi^ 
don concerning us, will accuse us of avariee 
and |imbiti<m, of making a gain ofgodlinesg^ 
of bartering the dignitif- qf our (^e for the 
cAaiure of a TRANfiLATfON. 

<< instead then,** proceeds the bishop, " of 
qiMlif^ and disputing against the existenoe 
pf minister^ influence over us, or reerimi* 
nating and retorting the petulance of thosd 
who accuse us on uiat account^ let us en-i- 
deavour to remove the evil ; or, if it must 
not be admitted that.this evil has any real 



existence,, let i» endedvmir to remove the 
vppedrance of it. 

♦* The disparity of income and patronage 
might be made so small, or so apportion^ 
to the labours, that few bishops would be 
disposed tp wish for translations ; and con- 
sequently the iHshops would, in appearance^ 
as well as in reality, be independent. 

** But, m rendering the bishops indepen^ 
dent, 3;ou will reduce the power of the 
crown in the House of Lords.— I do not 
mean to deny this charj^e ; nay, I am wiU 
ling to admit it in its mil extent. — ^The in- 
Duence of the crown, when exerted by the 
cabinet over the public counsellors of the 
kingj) is a circumstance so far from being to 
be wished by his true friends, that it is a^ 
dangerous to the real interests and honour 
of the crown itself, as it is odious to the 
people, and destructive of publkj^ 
liberty. 

*« It raajr contribute to keep a prime mi- 
nister in his place, contrary to the sense of . 
the wisest and best part of the coinmunity; 
it may contribute to keep the king himself 
unacquainted with his people's wishes, but 
it cannot do the king or tne state any ser- 
vice. To maintain the contrary is to satirize 
his majesty's government; it is to insinuate; 
that his views and interests are so disjoined 
from those of his people, that they cannot 
be effectuated by the uninfluenced concur-* 
rence of honest men. 

" I cannot admit the circumstance of the 
^bishops being rendered independent in the 
House of Lords, as any real objection to the 
plan proposed ; on the contrary, I think it 
a very strong argument in its favour ; so 
strong a one that, if therft was no others 
it would be sufficient to sanctify the mea-^ 
sure.*' 

The corruption of the church fot* the 
purpose of corrupting the legislature, is an 
offence tar more injurious to the general , 
hi^piness of mankind and the interests of 
a Lbristian commumtv, than any of those 
which have banished the offenders to BOtany 
Bay, or confined them for years within the 
walls of the prison-house. Both the cor-.. 
ruptors and the corrupted, in this case, are 
more injurious to Christianity than all the 
tribe of sceptics and infidels ; than Tindal, 
Toland, Bolingbroke, Hume, Rousseau, Vol- 
taire, a«d GibJEwn. The common people dd 
not read them, and perhaps could scarcely 
understand them. But the common people 
do read the newspapers daily, and see the 
names and qualities of those who divide in 
the senatC'.house, on questions of the last 
importance. They must therefore entertain 
a; SUSPICION, as the Bishop of Llantfaff ex- 
presses it, that religion itself, as vreil as its 
efBcial, opulent^ dignMed sirpp6rters, is but 
an instniment of slate^ a tool m the hand of 
a. minister. They muat naturally consider 
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f ishe»» to gratify hb own sordid avarice and 
Qhildi»h vanity. 

The bishops, in their charges, are now 
SQunding an alarm. They very justly affirm^ 
that the existeoce of Cbu-isiianity is now in 
dan^r. They wisely urge the inferior 
clergy to the most vigilant activity. Thu9 . 
far £ey certainly do honour to the episcopal 
function. But stul, while the public suspects 
the bare possibility of the bench being, as 
3ishpp Watson says, at the beck of the mini*' 
ter, they will. consider all this zeal as little 
better ihm that of Demetrius, who made 
silver shrines for Diana. 

When indeed we add to the probable effect 
of tramlatioju from a poorer to a richer 
bishopric, the holding of rich pluraUtiet 
tpitk bid^opries, under the name of coii- 
M BNDAMs, it is difficult not to think with 
Bishop Watson, that episcopal independence 
ip endangered, and tliat we must look rather 
in mthedraUj than in the House of Lords, for 
episcopal integrity. Conscientious dissenters 
are shocked^and libertines and infidels laugh^ 
when they view the benchi as if they were 
spectators of a solemn mummery, or a 
mock-heroic farce. All this danger, offence, 
and reproachviniffht possil% be prevented, 
litrarikatimM vaS oammtndami were utterly 
prohibited. 

Bat, setting aside die offset of translations 
and commenaams on the state of re/tgion, let 
us seriously considier fiiem as they operate on 
t.he increase of preroj;ative and the spirit of 
despotism. These things infiqence not only 
Uiose who have attaint mitres, but a nu'- 
merous tribe of expectants; and those expect; 
tants POSSESS the ear.of thb people. I^ it 
reasonable, to suppose that the doctrines of 
the pulpit will not under these circum- 
stances, be fashioned to the inclinations of 
the minister? What can contribute more to 
difiuse the spirit of despotism, than the em^ 
ploymentofmany thousand pulpits, at least 
once in eacli week, in obliquely preaching 
doctrines^ that favour ita prevalence, under 
the uaietion of divine, authority ? 

SECTION XXXVIIL 
That all OpposiHm to the Spirit of 
Despotism should be conducted with 
the most scrupulous Regard to the 
existing Laws, and to the Preservation '. 
of public Peace and good Order. 

THE firailty of humali nature is one of the 
commonest of common-places. The 
wisest and best of men are desirous of pal- 
tie duties of' it, is as nothing when compared . liating their errors, by claiming a share, ad 
ijp the simony of him who oqys a high and hen, m human infirmitv. One of the in- 
iinportant station, ereatly lucrative, with a . firmities most acknowledged and lameDtad is 
corrupt vote and a base deneUction of those a tendency to rush from one extreme to a&o- 
rights of patronage, which were intended to . ther ; a proneness to £dl into a vice in the 
encourage merit onlv, and to pjrevent that . desire of escaping an error. Thus the detes- 
v^ry corruption which he f^PCAs aod che- . tation of despotism^ and.the love of liberty^ 



venalUy. as dpubh base, when clotbpd lA 
the sanctified robes of religion. What b99 
happened in France, in consequence of Uio 
corniptions of the church l^v the state, ought 
to afrord a striking admonition. 

I wish to poiut oixty in these times, vfritin^ 
of LIVING Bishops in favour of Christianity, 
because they would be opppsed with the 
best grace against the writings of living 
Infidels. But, to the reproa^ of my want 
of intelligence, I know npt the names of ti» 
majority, till I find them in the Court Ca*^ 
I.ENDAR. The printed works of even Ihia 
majority I cannot find, either in the shops 
or the libraries r the few I do find, even of 
the minority, are not adapted to the wants 
of the people at large. Their occasional 
sermons, alter they have served their day^ 
become, like almanacs, out of date : acoU 
lection of old court calendars would benearlji^ 
as edifying and more entertaining to the muli 
titude. 

It is indeed certain, that the archiepis-^ 
copal mitres received more lustre than taey 

give, from the sermons of Dr. Tiilotson and 
r. Seeker. It would give , me pleasure t<^ 
Elace the sermons of living ARCHBisAOPft 
y their side ; and I would mention them had 
they, come to my knowledge. The sermons^ 
however, of the few living bishops who are 
known at all to the public will} I hope, prove 
to mankind, that some among the bishops, in 
this happ}r isle, do not think it a sufficient re^ 
turn for princely revenues, to vote always wUk 
a minister, Qr to increase with lawu sleeves,. 
the pageantry of a birth-dajc. To perform thei 
occaswnal duties of ordination, confirmation, 
and visitation* cannot satisfy the minds of 
men who receive the honours and emolu- 
ments of Durham, WiNca ester, York, or 
Canterbury. Thatitisso,ishappy; for if ever 
the prelatical clergy shoiUd be svspecteo of 
becoming merely ministerial instruments ;.i^ 
fpr instance, they should ever be supposed so 
far securaUzed, as to concede to the minister . 
that made them bishops, the ri^t of nomi- 
nating to all the most valuable preferments, 
in their gift, in order to enable him the better to 
corrupt thatparliament in which. themselves, 
also have engaged to give a venal vote; . 
from that tinve, they would contribute moce . 
to the downfall of the church,, than all the 
writings of all the unbelievers, firom Frederic, '. 

licah, Thomas Paine. The sin of smony . 
in a private man, who pays a, fair price fori a 
nrofitable appointment, withnisou^ money, 
honestly earned by virtuous industry, and does 
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both of them rational and laudable, have led 
many to factious and violent conduct, which 
neither the occasion justified, nor prudence 
would 'j^ecipitately adopt, even if the occa- 
sion might appear to justify them. 

From faction and violence in the cause of 
liberty, which disgrace the cause itself, and 
j^ve advantage to the favourers of arbiurary 
power, I most anxiously disnmde all who love 
mankind and their country. Faction and 
violence are desp^oticin the extreme. They 
bring all the evils of tyranny, without any 
consolation, but that they are usually tran- 
sient; whereas tyranny is durable. They 
destroy themselves, or are destroyed by force 
in the hands of a superior power. In either 
case, much is lost to the cause of liberty,; 
because the persona who have been betrayed 
by their passidnsinto excesses, were probably 
sincere ; and if they had been also discreet and 
moderate, would have been effectual as well 
as zealous promoters of the public good. It is 
certain that very honest men are very apt to 
'be betrayed into violence by their warmth of 
temper. They mean good, and do ill. Hiey 
become the instruments of dispassionate 
knaves; and are often led into extravagances 
by the verj' party ^gainst whom they act, in 
order that they may be exposed, and become 
obnoxious to censure. 

>Visdom is gentle, deliberate, cautious. 
Nothing violent is durable. I hope the lovers 
of liberty will shew the sincerity of their 
attachment by ^e wisdom of their conduct. 
Tumultuary proceedings always exhibit 
some appearance of insanity. A blow struck 
with blmd violence may inflict a wound or 
a bruise, but it may fall in the wrong plaee; 
it may even injure the hand that gives it, by 
its own ill-directed force. 

Man being a reasonable creature, will al- 
ways submit to reason, if you give time for 
his passions to cool, and wait tor the mollia 
tenmora fandiy the proper opportunities of 
addressing him. A few, in the great mass 
of mankind, may be corrupted by views of 
interest, by expectations of preferment, by 
bribes, and by titles. But there are nut re- 
wards enough of this kind to corrupt 'the 
vrhole body of any people. The great body 
of the people will follow that which appears 
to them right, and just, and true. Let it be 
'dearly laid before them, and left for their 
calm consideration. If it should so happen, 
which is very unlikely, that they should not 
adopt it, after understanding it, and duly 
weighing its importance, then ihey must be 
left to the error of their way s. Sipopulus vuU 
decipi deciinatur. If the people will be 
deluded, they must be so. Force cannot 
efadlcate error, though it may destroy life. 
Uiot, tumult, turbulence ma^ do great mis- 
c)»ief, but they cany no conviction. 

• Inflammatory language at popular meet- 
tQg is to be avoided ; acd indeed multitudes 



of the lowest of the people are not to (le 
wantonly convened. Without in the l^ist 
impeaching their rights, it must be allowed 
that their passions are too violent when 
heated by collision with each other, and 
their judgments too weak, when not previ- 
ously informed by reading and education, to 
act wisely when met in a large body, with- 
out authorized guides, and without strict re- 
gulation. A man who is a sincere patriot, 
and not a mere demagogue for sinister pur- 
poses, will be cautious of assembling crowds 
of the lowest of the people. LordGeorge 
Gordon's unfortunate conduct has left a last- 
ing lesson. He, I firmly believe, intended 
noneof that mischief which ensued; but who 
can say to the waves of a troubled sea, ** thus 
fat shall ye go, and no farther?*' I know, and 
have already commented on, the advantage 
taken from tliose riots b^ the friends of high 
prjerogative doctrines, for disparaging &e 
people at large, notwithstanding the people 
certainly had no concern in them. 

Though decidedly a friend to the reform' 
of the House of Commons, I cannot a^ree 
with the Duke of Richmond in the propriety 
of universal suffirage. I think his idea per- 
fectly Utopian. Sir Thomas More never 
wrote any thing more yisionary in his cele- 
brated fietion ; Sir Rol3ert Filmer nothing 
more adverse to real liberty. Univers^ 
sufiirage, I fear, would cause universal con- 
fusion : and the friends of mankind would 
be inclined to fly for temporary refuge even 
to the throne of a despot. Persons in a 
state of servitude could never be expected to 
give a free vote ; and vagabonds and pau- 
pers would use their liberty for a clofie of 
maliciousness, I wish the n^ht of suffrage 
to be extended as far as if possibly can^ 
without endangering public order and 
tranquillity: but extretne ignorance and 
extreme penury cannot with prudence be 
trusted with a power which both requires 
knowledge and commands property, 
- But wliatever politicians may determine 
upon this point, I think it certain, that de- 
bates upon it cannot be held in very large' 
assemblies, into which, not only the lowest' 
but title vilest of mankind are allowed ad- 
mission, and all the privileges of counsellors" 
de summa rerum^ on matters of the highest* 
importance, without extreme danger of vio-' 
latmg law, and disturbing that order which' 
b necessary to comfort and security. 

I wish therefore, that all preliminary 
consultation on this point, and all points 
like this, may be conducted by writing, by 
appeals to reason in the closety and that a 
considerable time may be allowed to cool all 
intemperate heats; and give solidity to the 
matenals of the intended repair. At county 
meetings or associations, I would have the 
civil power in fiill force; but never the mi- 
Ikaiy. The staff of the constable, should be 
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more coercive than the sabre of the dra- 
goon ; for the constitution admits the one 
as its own, but certainly looks at the other 
with horror. Every tumult, productive of 
mischief, gives the friends of arbitrary 
power an opportunity for uitroducing'the 
military, of arguing i^inst all popular in- 
terference in that very government which 
the people support by their industry, and 
which, according to the law of God, nature, 
and reason, they have a right to control by 
their supreme authority. There may be 
cases of the last necessity, which I shudder 
to think of, in which nothing but the power 
of the people, acting by force, can mamtain 
or recover their usurped rights. Such must 
occur but seldom. May our country never 
experience them ! 

There can be no good reason assigned 
why government should not be, like every 
thing else, continually advancing to all the 
perfection of which it is capable. Indeed, 
as the happiness of mankind depends more 
Upon well-regulated and well administered 
government, tlian on any thing subordinate 
m life or in arts, there is every reason for 
bestowing all the time which every passing 
generation can bestow, in briiiging govern- 
ment to its utmost point of attainable per- 
fection. It is the business and the duty of 
those who nowlive, as they value their own 
happiness and the happiness of their pos- 
terity, to labour in the reform of abuses, 
and the farther improvement of every im- 
proveable advant^e. Would any'man be 
listened to with patience who should say, 
that any useful art or manufacture ought 
not to be improved by ingenious projectors, 
because it does tolerably m its present state, 
satisfies those who are ignorant of the ex- 
cellence of which it is susceptible, and can- 
not be altered, even for the better, without 
causing some trouble, for a timey among 
those who have been accustomed to the 
present imperfect and erroneous methods 
of conducting it ? No ; encouragements 
are held out for improvement in all arts and 
sciences, conducive to the comfort and ac- 
commodation of human life. What, then, 
in theirs/ art, the art of diffusing happi- 
ness throughout nations, shall he who at- 
tempts improvement be stigmatized as an 
innovator, prosecuted as a seditious inter- 
meddler, and persecuted with the resent- 
ment of those who find their advantage in 
the continuance of error, and the difi'usion 
of abuse and ci)rruption ? However cour- 
tiers may patronize silly establishments, 
which claim a prescriptive right to folly, 
inutility, and even mischievous conse- 
quences, the common sense of mankind 
will revolt against them, join in demanding 
reform, and in saying of old customs, when 
become nuisances by alteration of circum- 
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stances, that instead of being sanctified by 
long dura\ion, they are now more homured 
in the breach than the observance., 

But let the reformation be gentle, though 
firm ; wise, though bold ; lenient to persons 
erring, though severe against error. Let 
her not alarm the friend^ of liberty by • 
sudden violence, but invite all to the cause 
of truth and justice, by shewing that she is 
herself guarded, not only by truth and jus- 
tice, but by MERCY. Let us shew ourselves, 
in seeking political reformation, what we 
profess to be, a nation of Christians, if not 
philosophers ; and let not a groan be heard 
amid the acclamations of triumphant liberty, 
nor one drop of blood sadden the glorious 
victory of philosophy and Christianity ovet 

PRIDE. 

Section XXXIX. 

The Christian Religion favourable to 
Civil Liberty, and Hkewise to Equa- 
lity rightly understood. 

VOU seldom meet with infidelity in acot- 
^ tage. You find evil and misery there, 
as in palaces; but you do not find infidelity. 
The Poor love the name and religion of 
Jesus Christ. And they have reason to 
love them, if they only considered the 
obligations they are under to them for 
worldly comfort, for liberty, for instruction, 
for a due consideration in civil society. 

The rights of man, to mention which is 
almost criminal in the eyes of despotical 
sycophants, are plainly and irresistibly 
established in the gospel. There is no 
doubt but that all his creatures are dear to 
the Creator and Redeemer ; but yet, from 
motives of mercy and compassion, there is 
an evident predilection for the poor, mani- 
fested in our Saviour's preaching and mi- 
nistry. These are very striking words : 
" The blmd receive their sight, and the 
lame walk; the lepers are cleansed, and 
the deaf hear; the dead are raised up, and 

the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED 

TO THEM." The instruction, the consola- 
tion, the enlightening of the poor, arc 
placed with the greatest of his miracles, the 
resuscitation of extinguished life. Who, 
indeed, did trouble themselves to care for 
tiie ;?oor till Jesus Christ set the glorious 
example ? It was a miraculous thing, in the 
eye oi the world, that a divine teacher should 
address himself particularly t» those who 
could not reward nim with a worldly recom- 
pence. Buthe came to destroy that inequali- 
ty among mankind, which enabled the rich 
and great to treat the poor as beasts of 
burden. He himself chose the condition 
of poverty, to shew the rich and proud of 
how little estimation are the trifles they 
doat upon, in the eye of Him who made 
M 
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them, and who can destroy them at his 
pleasure. 

Let us hear him open his divine commis- 
sion. The words are very comfortable, 
especially after reading ^e histories of the 
tyrants who have bruised mankind with 
their rods of iron. We find them in the 
fourth chapter of St. Luke. 

^*And there vms delivered unto him tht 
hook of the prophet Esaias ; and when he had 
i^ned the book, he found the place wherein 
it was written : 

*'The spirit of the lord is upon 
mb, because he hath appointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor ; he 
hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovery of sight 
to the blind ; to set at liberty them 
that are bruised ; 

** to preach the acceptable year 
of the lord. 

'* And he closed the book, and he gave 
it again to the minister, and sat down, and 
the eyes of all them that were in the synar 
gogue were fastened on him. 

^ And he began to say unto them^ This 
day is the scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

" And all bare him witness, and wonder- 
f^ at the gracious words which proceeded 
out of his mouth : and they said, Is not 
THIS Joseph's sonT 

— And soon after, " All they in the syna- 
gogue were filled with wrath, and rose up, 
and thrust him out of the city, and led him 
unto the brow of the hill, (whereon tlieir 
city was built,) that they might cast him 
down headlong.^ 

Thus their ^riitofro/icaZ jprejudices pre- 
vailed over the first strong feelmgs of gra- 
tude and grace. The sririt of aristocracy 
displayed itself here in its genuine colours ; 
in pride, cruelty, and violence. Many of 
the scribes (the lawyers) and pharisees were 
probably in the synagogue, and their in- 
nuence soon prevailed on the people to 
shew their impotent malice against their 
hest friend and benefactor. In all ages, 
something of the same kind is obsen'able. 
The proud supporters of tyranny, in which 
they hope to partake, have always used 
false alarms, false plots, cunningly-con- 
trived nicknames and watchwords, to set 
the undiinking people against tiiose who 
were promoting their greatest good. 
. When Christ began to preach, we read, 
in the seventh chapter of St. Luke, that the 
multitude and the publicans heard him ; but 
the scribes and the pharisees rejected the 
counsel of God towards them. They, like 
all persons of similar temper and rank, 
flourbhing by abuses, could not bear inno^ 
vation, 
. The most powerful argument they used 



agsunst him was this question : Havb 

ANY OF THE RULERS AND THE PHARUEES 

BELIEVED IN HIM ? lu modem times the 
question would have been. Have any per- 
sons of fashion and distinction given counte- 
nance to him ? Does my lord-— or my lady 
— or Sir Harry go to hear him preach? — 
Or is he some^dy whom nobody knows ? 
«-Such is the language of the spirit of 
despotism, in all times and coimtries. 

Three hundred years elapsed, in con- 
sequence of these prejudices, before the 
gospel was recognized and received at 
COURT. And I am sorry to say. that the 
COURT soon cornipted its simplicity. The 
pride of life, always prevalent among those 
who assume to themselves good things 
enough to support and comfort thousands 
of individuals equally deserving, could 
never brook the doctrines of Christ, which 
favoured liberty and equality. It therefore 
seduced the Christians to a participation of 
power and grandeur; and the poor, with 
their rishts, were often forgotten, in die 
most splendid periods of ecclesiastical pros- 
perity. Many nominal Christians nave 
Deen and are as aristocratical as Herod and 
the chief priests and pharisees of Judea. 

But the authority of Jesus Christ him- 
self must have more weight with Chris- 
tians, than all the pomp and parade of the 
most absolute despots in Europe, at the 
head of the finest troops in the universe. 
He taught us, when we pray, to say, Our 
Father, This alone is surocient to establish, 
on an immoveable basis, the equality ot 
human beings. All are bound to call upon 
and consider Grod as their Father, if they are 
Christians; and, as there are no rights of 

Erimogeniture in Heaven, all are equal 
rothers and sisters, coheirs, if they do 
not forfeit their hopes of a blessed immor- 
tality. But these are doctrines which the 
great and proud cannot admit. This world 
IS theirs, and they cannot bear that tiie 
be^ar, the servant, the slave, should be 
their equal. We can hardly suppose, in 
imagination, the Einpress of Russia, the 
King of Prussia, the Emperor of Germany, 
or any grandee with a riband, a garter, or 
a star, kneeling down, and from his heart 
acknowledging, in his prayer, a poor pri- 
vate in a marching regiment, a poor wretch 
in the workhouse, or die servant that rides 
behind his <^rriage, a brother. So void of 
reason and^ religion is a poor helpless 
mortal, when drest in a littie brief autho- 
rity by the folly of those who submit to 
be trampled under foot Jby their equal ; a 
man born of a woman, like themselves, 
and, doomed like themselves, after strutting 
on the stage a few ^ears, to the grave. Our 
Saviour, with a wisdom far above all the" 
refinement of philosophy, frequentiy incul-p 
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'6ated ttie rtaiitj 6f riches and power, and 
thfe real pre-eminence of virtue. 

And what say the apostles?. Do they 
lavonr those who usurp an unnatural and 
unreasonable power over their fellow- 
mortals, for the sake of gratifying their 
own selfish vanity and avarice? Let us 
hear them. 

St. Paul, in the first chapter of the First 
Epistle to the Corinthians, says, " You see 
your calling, brethren, how mat not many 
' wise men after the flesh, (worldly-wise 
men,) not many mighty ^ not many noble 
*re called." 

' In the second chapter of the Epistle of 
St. James, we read, 

■ " Has not God chosen the poor of this 
world to be htirs of his kingdom V To 
which is added, 

*' The RICH MEN blaspheme that worthy 
name by which ye are called." 

These passages afford a very' strong ar- 
gument of the truth and divinity of the 
iJhristian religion, for they contain the 
very doctrines which were foretold several 
hundred years before the appearance of 
Christianity. Isaiah, in his twenty-ninth 
chapter, speaking of the gospel, and its 
doctrines and effects, expressly says, 

** The meek shall increase their joy in 
the Lord ; and tlie poor among men 

SHALL REJOICE IN THE HoLY OnE OF 

Israel." 

The inference I would draw from all that 
has preceded, is, that the middle ranks and 
'the poor, that is, the great majority of man- 
kind, should place a due value on the 
gospel, not only for its religious, but also 
Its civU and political advantages. It is the 

grand CHAiaTER OF THEIR FREEDOM, 

their independence, then* equality. All the 
subtilty of lawyers, all the sophistry of mi- 
nisterial orators, all the power of all the 
despots and aristocrats in the world, cannot 
annihilate rights, given, indeed, by No- 
ture, but plainly confirmed by the Gospel. 
The words already cited are too clear and 
explicit to admit of misconstruction. Jesus 
CHRist came to put an end to unjust in- 
equality in this world, while he revealed the 
prospect of another, where the wicked cease 
from troubling^ and the weary are at rest, O 
ye people, give not the tyrants such an ad- 
vantage as to part with your gospel. Pre- 
serve It, watch over it, as the pearl of great 
price. It is your security for present and 
future felicity. Other Herods, other Neros 
may arise, who will r^oice to see you vo- 
luntarily renounce a system which militates 
Against their diabolical rule ; rejoice to see 
you give up that which all the persecution 
of the ancient Herods and Neros in vain at- . 
tempted to abolish by shedding blood. 



I think it may be depended on as indi»- 
putable, that men who endeavour to sup- 
press all works in favour of truth, • liberty, 
and the happiness of the middle and poor 
classes of the people, would, if they had 
lived about one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-five years ago, have joined with the 
high priests and rulers to crucify Jesus 
Christ. They would have prosdcuted and 
persecuted him for sedition and high treason. 
They would have despised and rejected the 
friend of Lazarus ; and taken the part of 
Dives, even in Hell. The spirit of pride is 
of the devil, and thosfe who are actuated by 
that spirit, in all their conduct, would have 
fallen down and worshipped him, if he 
would have put them on the pinnacle of 
the temple, and promised them the king- 
doms or the world, and the glory of them. 

Section XL. 
The Pride which produces the Spirit of 
Despotism comspicuous even on the 
Tombstone. It might he treated with 
total Neglect^ if it did not tend to the 
Oppression of the Poor^ and toBlood* 
shed and Plunder. 

"PlEATH is the great teacher and censor 
*^of human vanity; but even death 
cannot repress the pride of aristocracy, or 
the insolence of riches, endeavouring to 
make wealth and grandeur triumph over 
the law of nature, and outshine others 
even firom the coffin and the grave. If we 
look into the churches and church-yards, 
we see the most insignifieant of mankind 
honoured with the most magnificent ipo- 
numents of maible, the proudest trophies, 
sculptured urns, a flattering inscription, 
and a gilded lie. The walls of the sane* 
tuary are hung with banners, escutcheons, 
helmets, and spurs, which display the emp- 
tiness of that pre-eminence which they 
are intended to emblazon. The poor body, 
which all this paint and finery attends, lies 
mouldering in the vault; and give it but a 
tongue to speak, would exclaim, at the 
gaudy sight, " Vanity of vanities I Mock 
not my humiliated condition with the con- 
temptible pageantry that misguided my 
feet from the path of reason and happmess, 
during my mortal existence." The onlv 
means of' being honourably distinguished, 
is to promote most effectually the general 
happiness of human nature, and to seek 
private good in public beneficence. 

The spirit of despotism is remarkably 
visible in the mausoleum. There are fami- 
lies who seem to think that their precious 
bones would be contaminated, even if de- 

• «« That make a man an offender /or a word." 

ISAlAB.XXlX. 21. 
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posited in the consecrated cemeteries of 
the church, where plebeians sleep, and 
therefore they erect proud temples in their 
private domains, wnere their fathers may 
rot in state, unapproached by the vulgar. 
If they were illustrious inventors of arts 
and benefactors to mankind, the distinction 
might be a just compliment to their me- 
mory, and a useful incentive to emulation. 
But the persons thus magnificently interred 
are usually the most insignificant of the 
human race; whose very names would not 
be known a year after their decease, if they 
were not deeply engraven on the marble. 

Many an alderman notorious for the 
meanest avarice, as little distinguished for 
beneficence as abilities, is decorated with 
the most sumptuous memorials which the 
stone-cutter can raise for money ; while 
Milton, the glory of the nation, a man 
elevated above the rank of common huma- 
nity, had no monamental marble. But all 
that the herald's office can effect, all that 
can be done by painting, gilding, and marble, 
cannot ennoble the greatest favourite df a 
court, the most successful adventurer in the 
< £ast Indies, or the most opulent contractor 
and money-lender, like a Paradise Lost. 
The nabobs find their influence cannot se- 
cure the esteem of a few contemporaries, 
though it may command their votes, much 
less of whole nations, and of late posterity. 
Money, the only god which worldlings 
worship, loses its omnipotence after the 
death of its possessor; and even the inhe- 
ritor often despises the man who acquired 
it. The undertaker, the escutcheon painter, 
and the sculptor, are however employed to 
keep up tlie false pageantry of insignificant 
opulence ; and a hearse, covered over with 
coats of arms, is used for the purpose of 
impressing the vulgar with a veneration for 
rank and riches, while, in the minds of 
men of sense, it excites ridicule, and con- 
verts a funeral into a farce. 

Indeed the empty parade of pride, and 
the self-importance of despotism itself, 
might furnish a laughable entertainment, 
if It were not productive of mischief, mi- 
sery, and bloodshed. To support the vanity, 
exclusive privileges, and nigh pretensions 
of those who have little personal merit or 
services to recommend them to society, it 
is necessary to have recourse to military 
force and corruption. A system of terror 
and coercion can alone [keep down the 
people, and compel a tame acquiescence 
under usurped power, abused for the pur- 
poses of oppression. 

Standing armies are therefore the glory 
and delight of all who are actuated by the 
spirit of despotism. They would have no 
great objection to military government and 
miurtial law, while power is in their own 



hands, or in the hands of their patrons. 
The implicit submission of an army, the 
doctrine, which the military system favours, 
that men in subaltern stations are to act aa 
they are bidden, and never to deliberate on 
the propriety of the command, is perfectly 
congenial with the spirit of despotism. The 
flitter, the pomp, the parade and ostenta^ 
tion of war are also highly pleasing to 
minds that prefer splendour and pageantry 
to solid and substantial comfort. The hap- 
piness, which must ever depend on the 
tranquillity of the people, is Httle regarded, 
when set in competition with the gratificar 
tion of personal vanity. Plumes, lace, 
shining arms, and other habili^nents of 
war, set off the perton to great advantage ; 
and as to the wretches who are slain or 
wounded, plunged into captivity and disease, 
in order to support this finery, are they not 
paid for it ? Besides, they are, for the most 
part, in the lowest class, and those whom 
nohodif knows. 

Such is the love of standing armies, in 
some cquntries, that attempts are made to 
render even the national militia little dilie- 
rent from a standing army. This circum- 
stance alone is a symptom of the spirit of 
despotism. A militia of mercenary substi- 
tutes, under officers entirely devoted to a 
minister, must add greatly to a standing 
army, from which, in fact, it would differ 
only in name. Should the people be entirely 
disarmed, and scarcely a musket and bayonet 
in the country but under the management 
of a minister, through the agency of ser- 
vile lords-lieutenant and ven^ magistrates, 
what defence would remain, in extremities, 
either for the king or the people? 

The love of pomp and finery, thouj^ 
ridiculous in itself, may thus become in- 
jurious to lil)erty, and therefore to happi- 
ness, by increasing the military order in tne 
time of peace, and when ministerial arts 
have contributed to render that order de- 
voted to purposes of selfish aggrandizement 
or borough infiuence. Minds, capable of 
being captivated with the silly parade of 
war, are of too soft a texture to grasp the 
manly principles of true patriotism. They 
will usually prefer the favour of a court, 
which has many shining ornaments to he- 
stow, to the esteem of a people. A heart 
deeply infected with the spirit of despotism, 
despises the people too much to be in the 
least solicitous to obtain popular applause. 
Praise is but breath ; and often, hke the 
wind, vcfr^rs about inconstantly; and cer- 
tainly will desert a man who has deserted 
the virtuous and benevolent conduct whkh 
first excited it. But ribands, stars, garters, 
places, pensions, usually last for life ; and 
tides descend to the latest posterity. Ho- 
nour, once gained by royal smiles, is a 
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part ot the ^mily goods and chattels, and 
goes down, from generation to generation, 
without requiring, to the day of doom, any 
painful exertion, any meritorious services, 
out leaving its happy possessors to the free 
enjoyment of idleness and luxury. No * 
wonder, therefore, that where the selfish 
spirit of despotism prevails, a hauble be- 
stowed by a court shall outweigh a whole 
people's plaudits, A coat of arms makes 
a figure on the escutcheon and the tomb- 
stone ; but not a scrap of gilded and painted 
silk — not even a bloodif hand, can be be- 
stowed by the most cordial esteem of the 
low multitude. 

Heraldry itself, though a childish, is a 
harmless vanity; but, as conducing v'ery 
much to die spirit of despotism, it becomes 
not only ridiculous, but mischievous. It 
makes a distinction, on which men plunte 
themselves, without merit and without ser- 
vices. Satisfied with such a distinction, 
they will be less inclined to acquire merit 
and to render services. They can inherit 
a coat of arms ; or they can buy one : or, 
which is more compendious still, they can 
borrow or invent one. It is enough that 
they are separated from the canaille. The 
coach, the hadl, the church, is crowded with 
their achievements; there is no occasion for 
arduous exertion. They are now raised 
above the vulgar. The work is done. Their 
name is up ; they may slumber in the re- 
pose of .'useless insignificance, or move in 
the restlessness of .mischievous activity. 
The coat of arms is at once a shield for 
folly, and a banner in the triumph of 
pride. 

But both pride and folly should be per- 
mitted for - me to enjoy their baubles un- 
molested, if they did not lead to cruelty. 
But pride and folly are the causes of war; 
llierefore I hate them from my soul. They 
glory in destruction ; and among tlie most 
frequent ornaments, even of our churches, 
(the very houses of peace,) are hung up on 
high trophies of war. Dead men (them- 
selves subdued by the universal conqueror) 
are represented, by their surviving mends, 
vas rejoicing, even in their graves, in the 
.; implements of manslaughter. Helmets, 
rewords, and blood-stained flags hang over 
- the grave, together with the escutcheons 
and marble monuments, emblematical o^ 
human ferocity ; of those actions and pas- 
sions which Christianity repudiates; for as 
well might oil and vinegar coalesce, as War 
and Christianity. 

Spirit of Despotism ! I would laugh at 
air thy extravagancies, thy solemn mum- 
mery, thy baby baubles, thy airs of inso- 
lence, thy finery and frippery, thy impotent 
insults over virtue, genius, and ail personal 
merit, thy strutting, self-pleasing mien and 
language ! I would consider them all with 
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the eye of a Democritus, as aflfordinjg; a 
constant farce, an inexhaustible flina ot 
merriment, did they not lead to the male* 
volent passions, which, in their effects, 
forge chains for men born free, plunder 
the poor of their projterty^ and shed the 
blood of innocence I 

Section XLI. 

conclusion. 
^O meliorate the conditio^ of human na- 
'*' ture can be the only rational end of go- 
vernment. It cannot be designed to favour 
one description of men, a minority of 
men, at tne expence of all others ; who, 
having received life from him who alone 
can give it, received at the same time a 
right to enjoy it in liberty and security. 
This was the charter of God and nature ; 
which no mortal, however elevated by con- 
quest or inheritance, can annul or violate 
without impiety. All government which 
makes not the advancement of human 
happiness, and the comfort of the indi- 
viauals who are sul^ect to its control, the 
prime purpose of its operations, partakes of 
despotism : and I have always tliought that, 
in governments which boast of a tree con- 
stitution, the views, even of statesmen and 
poUticians who espoused the cause of liberty, 
have been too circumscribed. They have 
been attached to names and families. 
They secin not to have opened either tlieir 
eyes or , hearts to objects truly great and 
affections sincerely catholic and philan- 
thropic. I hate to hear public men, who 
certainly can have no rieht to their pre- 
eminence but for the public good, profess-^ 
ing themselves of the Rockingham Party, 
the Shelbume Party, the Portland Party,, 
and appearing to forget, in their zeal for a 
few distinguished houses, the great mass of 
the People, the Party of, human nature. 
The majority of men are poor and obscure. 
To them all party attachm^its to names 
and families, little known as public bene- 
factors, must appear at once absurd and in- 
jurious. They are the persons who stand 
in most need of protection and assistance 
from the powerful. The rich, under all 
governments, have a ^ousand means of 
procuring either comfort or defence, it is 
the mass, the poor and middling ranks, 
unknown to and unknowing courts or 
kings, who require all the alleviation which 
men enlightened by knowledge, turnished 
with opulence, elevated by rank, can afford 
to lessen the natural evils of life, aggravated 
by the moral and artificial. Government 
possesses the power of alleviating, and 
sometimes of removing, that moral and 
physical evil which embitters existence. 
. How deplorable, when government becomes 
so perverted as to increase the evil it was 



Digitized by 



Google 



CoNciiUf ioN-*»iRe/0rm. 



M 

designed to eure. Yet this has been, and 
is now the case on a great part of the elobe; 
insomueh that the learned and jnoicious 
Dr. Prideaux, whose integrity is as well 
known as his ability, used to say, <' That it 
was a doubt with him, whether the benefit 
which the world receives from government 
was sufficient to noiake amends for the 
calamities which it suffers from the follies, ' 
mistakes, and mal-administration \of. those 
that manage it." 

When it is considered how little the most 
boasted governments have been able or in- 
clined to prevent the greatest calamity of 
the world, the frequent recurrence of war, 
it is natural to conclude^ that there has 
been some radical defect or error in ail 
government, hitherto instituted on the face 
of the earth. Violence may be used where 
there is na government. Governments 

Eretend to direct human affairs by reason; 
ut war is a dereliction of reason, a renun- 
ciation of all that refines and improves 
human nature, and an appeal to brute 
force. Man descends from the heights to 
which philosophers and legislators had 
raised hun in society ; takes the sword, and 
surpasses the beasts of the forest in ferocity. 
Yet, so far from thinking himself culpable, 
he deems his destructive employment the 
most honourable of all human occupations, 
because governments have politically con- 
trived to throw a glossy mantle, covered 
with tinsel and spangles, over the horrors of 
bloodshed and devastation. If governments, 
witli all their riches and power, all their 
vaunted arts and sciences, all the myste- 
rious policy of cabinets, all the wisdom and 
eloquence of deliberating senates, are ma-* 
able to preserve the bUsttng of peaccj unin- 
terrupted, during the short space of twenty 
years together, they must be dreadfully 
faulty either, in their constitution or their 
admmistration. In what consists the fault 1 
1 think in the selfish spirit of despotism, 
puisuine the sordid or vain-glorious pur^ 
poses of the governors, with little reeard to 
the real, stwstantial happiness of Uie go- 
verned. Despotism, in some mode or de- 
gree, has transformed the shepherds of the 
nock into wolves; has appropriated the 
fleeces, ^ed the blood of the innoxious 
animals, tore down the fences of the sheep- 
ibld, and laid waste the pasture. 

Where is the government that has distri- 
buted property so equitably, as that none to 
whom existf nee has been given should want 
the neceisarUs of existence; and where 
helpless age and infirmity, as well as help- 
less infancy, should find a pillow to repose 
on, and plenty to nourish it, without sup- 
plicating a MAN, equal by nature, for the 
cold and scanty relief of eleemosynary 
charity? The truth is, power gradually 
engrouei property; and the selfish spirit of 



despotism is ever striving to appropriate 
all the good, of every kind, which the earth 
is able to produce. 

The truth is, natwnal fhny, the trappings 
of a court, the parade of armies, the finery 
of external appearance, have been the silly 
objects of state solicitude ; while man was 
left to bewail, in the recesses of want and 
obscurity, that his mother had brought him 
into a world of woe, without means of comi- 
fort or support, with little other prospect^ 
than to labour without ceasing, to nght 
those who never injured him, and to die 
prematurely, unknown, and unlamented. 
All his wretchedness has been aggravatcxf 
by the insults of unfeeling pride ; the neg-^ 
kct of aristocratic grandeur, which, under 
the spirit of despotism, mocked by die 
false pageantry of life, those who were 
doomed to feel its real misery. The vain 
pomp and glory of the world, held out the 
finger of scorn to that wretchedness which 
itself contributed to create, and would not 
relieve. 

T'hree score years and ten, and those oftett 
full of labour and sorrow, constitute the 
space allotted to the life of man in a vener- 
aoie volume, full of beauty as well as in- 
struction, and worthy of great attention in^ 
dependently of the high authority attributed 
to It by f he religion established by the laws 
of this country. Few and evil are our 
days, even when they proceed to their na' 
tursd extent, and are attended witii the 
common portion of health and prosperiti^^ 
Yet, as if a superfluity of years and happi- 
ness were lavished on men, the chief busi- 
ness of the greatest part of governments on 
the whole earth has been to abbreviate life, 
to poisbn and embitter its sweetest plea- 
sures, and add new pungency to its anguish. 
Yet see the false glitter of happiness, the 
pomp and parade which such governments 
assume ; observe the gravity and insolence 
of superiority which their ministers, their 
statesmen, and their warriors, assume, and 
you would imagine them a commissioned 
regency, lord-lieutenants sent by Ueaveii 
to rule this lower world, and to rectify all 
disorders which had escaped the vigilance 
of the Deity. The time has been wheto 
they have actually claimed the title of God*!^ 
vicegerents, and have been literally wor- 
shipped as gods by the servile crew of 
courtiers ; men gradually bowed down by 
despotism firom the erect port of native 
dignity, and driven by fear to crouch under 
the most degrading of all superstition, the 
political idolatry of a base fellow-crea- 
ture. 

After all the language of court adula-* 
tion, the praises of poets and orators-, die 
statues and monuments erected to their 
faine, the malignant consequences of dieii* 
actions prove thcan to have been no other 
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than conspirators against tha itnptoycment 
and happmess of tbe human race. What 
were their means of conducting their go« 
vemmcnts, of exercising this office of Hea- 
ven's vicegerents? Crafty, dishonest arts, 
oppression, extortion, ana above all, fire 
and SWORD. Thej dared to ape the thun- 
der and lightning of Heaven, and, assisted 
by the machinations of the Grand Adver- 
sary of man, rendered their imitative con- 
trivances for destruction more terrible and 
deadly than the original. Their imperial 
robe derived its deep crimson colour from 
b^man blood ; and the gold and diamonds 
of their diadems were accumulated trea- 
sures wrung from the famished bowds of 
the poor, bom only to toil for others, to be 
robbed, to be wounded, to be trodden under 
foot and. forgotten in an early grave. How 
few, in comparison, have readied the a^ 
of three score a.nd ten, and jret, in the 
midst of youth and health, their days have 
been full of labour and sorrow. Heaven*s 
vicegerents seldom bestowed a thought 
upon them, except when it was necessary 
either to inveigle or to force them to take 
the sword and march to slaughter. Where 
God caused the sun to shine gail^, and 
scattered plenty over the land, his vice- 
gerents diffused famiqe and solitude. The 
valley, which laughed with corn, they wa- 
tered witb the tear of artificial hunger and 
distress: the plain that was brimt with 
verdure, and gay with flowerets, they dyed- 
red with gure. They operated on the 
world as the blast of an east wind, as a pes- 
tilence, as a deluge, as a conflagration. 
Aod have they yet ceased from tbe earth ? 
Cast your eyes over the plains of Russia, 
Poland, a great part of Europe, the wilds 
of Africa, and tne gardens of Asia — Eu- 
ropean despotism has united with oriental, 
to unparadise the provinces of India. 

Thus, if God, in his wisdom, has thought 
fit to allot us a few evih for the purpose 
of discipline, the grbat ones of the world 
have endeavoured to make the whok of life 
an evil to the despised and neelected mil- 
lioK. The world is now old, and may 
rofit by the lessons of Experienoe. Sbb 
las decisively declared, that despotism is 
the grand source of human misfortune, the 
Paadora's box out of whidi every curse has 
issued, and scarcely left even Hope behind. 
Despotism, in its extreme, is fatal to human 
happiness, and, in all its degrees and modi- 
fications, injurious. The spirit of it ought 
therefore to be suppressed on the first and 
slightest appearance. It should be the en- 
deavour of every ^d man, pro viri/i, as 
far as bis best abiliues will ext^, to extir- 
pate all arbitrary government from the 
globe. It should be swept from the earthy 
or trampled under foot^ fromChina to Peru« 
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But no power is capable of eruahiiig the 
Hydra, less than the Herculean arm of a 

whole PEOPLE. 

I lay it down as an incontrovertible ax- 
iom, that all who are bom into the world 
have a right to be as happy in it as the una- 
voidable evils of nature, and their own dis- 
ordered passions will allow. The grand 
object of all good government, of all go- 
vernment that is not an usurpation, 
must be to promote this happiness, to 
assist every individual in its attainment 
and security. A eovemment chiefly anxi- 
ous about the emoluments of office, chiefly 
employed in augmenting its lown power 
ana aggrandizing its^ obsequious instru- 
ments, while it neglects the comfort and 
safety of individuals in middle or low 
life, IS despotic and a nuisance. It is found- 
ed on folly as well as wickedness, and, lUce 
the fireaks of insanity, deals mischief and 
misery around, without being able to as- 
certain or limit its extent and duration. If 
it should not be punished as criminal, let it 
be coerced as aangecDus. Let the strait 
waistcoat be applied; but let men, judging 
fellow-men, atwa^s spare the axe. 

For what rational purpose could we enter 
into life? To vex, torment, and slay each 
other with the sword ? To be and to make 
miserable ? No, by the sweet mercy of Hea- 
ven 1 I firmly believe, that the great King 
of kings intended every son and daughter 
of Adaum to be as happy as Uie eternal laws 
of namre, under his control, permit them 
to be in this sublimary state. Execrated 
and exploded be all those politics, with Ma- 
chiavel, or the Evil Being, their author, 
which introduce systen\s of government and 
manners among the great, inconsistent 
with the happiness of the majority. Must 
real tragedies be for ever acting on the 
stage of human life ? Must men go on 
for ever to be tormenteVs and executioners 
of men ? Is the world never to profit by 
the experience of ages? Must not even 
attempt$ be,* made to improve tibe hap^ 
piness of life, trf improve government, 
though all arts and sciences are encouraged 
in their progress to perfection? Must the 
grand art, the sublimist science, that of 
meliorating the condition of human nature, 
be stationary? No; forbid it reason, vir- 
tue, benevolence, religion! Let the world 
be made more and more comfortable to 
all who are allowed the glorious privilege 
of seeing the sun and breathing the liberal 
air. Our forefathers were duped by priests 
and despots, and, through the timidity 
of superstition and the bhndness of igno- 
rance, submitted to be made artificially 
miserable. Let us explode that folly which 
we $ee; and let every mortal under the 
cope of heaven enjoy existenae, as long as 
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nature will allow the feast to continue, 
wiUiout any restraints on liberty but such 
as the^majority of uncorrupted guests unite 
in agreeing to be salutary, and therefore 
conducive to the general festivity. Men 
are too serious m pursuing toys, money, 
titles, stars, ribands, triumphs, any thing 
that gives a momentary distinction and 
gratifies an unmanly pride. They have 
embraced a cloud for a goddess. Let them 
dispel the mist, raised by false poUcy and 
cruel despotism. Let them at last distin- 
guish real good, from its delusive appear- 
ance. Let them value duly, and pursue 
diligently, solid comfort. Health, cheerful- 
ness, contentment, universal benevolence, 
and learn to relish the sweets of nature 
and simplicity. They will then see hap- 
piness in something besides the possession 
of gold / besides those external marks of 
superiority which raise them to notice, and 
distinguish them from their equals without 
a difterence. Strife and wars will cease, 
when men perceive that their highest 
happiness is most easily attainable in a 
state of contented tranquillity; their guide^ 
nature, and their guard, innocence. 

The principal objects of all rational go- 
vernment, such as is intended to promote 
hujBan happiness, are two; to preserve 
%peacet and to diiiuse plenty. Such govern- 
ment will seldom tax the necessaries of 
life. It will avoid wars; and, by such 
humane and wise policy, render taxes on 
necessaries totally superfiuous. Taxes on 
necessaries are usually caused by war. The 
poor, however, are not easily excited 
to insurrection. It is a base c-alumny 
which accuses them. They are naturally 
quiescent ; inclined to submission by their 
habits, and willing to reverence all their 
superiors who behave to them justly and 
kindly. They deserve to be used well. 
They deserve confidence. But oppression 
and persecution may teach them to lift 
their gigantic arm, and then vain will 
be resistance. Let not wars tiiien be wan- 
tonly undertaken, which, besides their in- 
justice and inhumanity, tend more than 
any thing else, by increasing taxes, to com- 
pel insurrection. The poor man hears 
great praises bestowed on the government 
he lives under, and perpetual panegyrics 
on the constitution. He knows little of 
general politics. He judges from the 
effects he feels. He knows that malt/ 

• I heard a great borough-mooger of eleven 
or twelve thougand a-year assert, while he 
held a glass of Madeira in his hand to w&sh 
down a plentiful dinner, that matt could not 
be reckoned among the necessaries of the poor 
labourer, because he might drink water, 
which is very wholesome. 



leather, candles, soap, salt, 'and windows, 
without which he cannot ^ist in comfort, 
ixt so h^vily taxed as sometimes to ex- 
clude ^im from obtaining the scanty por- 
tion he would require. In return for the 
defalcations from malt, leatiier, candles, 
soap, salt, and windows ; he sees pensions, 
places, rich contractors, disgraceful, ruin- 
ous and bloody wars. Yet he rises up 
early, and goeth forth to his work and his 
labour, with cheerfulness. Is he not a 
worthy, respectable member of society, 
and deserving of every indulgence } Ou^t 
he to be insulted by opprobrious appelkL- 
tions, considered as of no political conse- 
quence, as possessing no rights, and little 
removed from the cattie? Suppose mil- 
lions of such men in a countrj', ought not 
their wishes to be consulted, and a regard 
for their comfort and security to stop the 
sword, 'while emerging from its scabbard at 
the command of a icrNiSTER ? 

Great reforms usually come from the 
people. They are slow to anger, and sub- 
mit in patience. But grievances may be- 
come intolerable; and then their energy 
displays itself like a torrent, that has long 
lain still and placid within the dam, which 
opposed its course to a certain point, but 
eould resist no longer. 

If ever any people should be roused to 
take their own affairs into their own hands, 
I hope they will refute the calumnies of 
the proud, by acting with justice and 
mercy. All human creatures ai^e weak and 
falUble; kings and ministers have exhi- 
bited remarkable instances of this common 
imbecility. Great allowances should there- 
fore be made for their errors and even 
crimes, which, probably, originated in error. 
I wish to see the British government made 
as perfect as human ingenuity and virtue 
can render it ; but I would effect reform in 
it, without injuring the person or destroy- 
ing tiie life of the most obnoxious indivi- 
dual. I would pardon much to human 
infirmity. Not one drop of blood should 
be shed, nor a single mite of property 
violated. No injustice whatever should 
disgrace the wisdom of the people. Com-^ 
pensations should be made by the public to 
all individuals, of all parties and persua- 
sions, when compelled to relinouish pos- 
sessions or privileges lawfully inneritea, or 
honestiy acquired. The most liberal, ex- 
panded generosity should vindicate the 
tienour of numan nature, too long insulted. 
Ministers and grandees, who form the 
aristocracy, either of opulence or nobility, 
however tyrannical and insolent in the day 
of their prosperity, should live out the 
little space allotted to man, in a state of 
ease and afHuence adapted to their habits 
and education. I would shew them how 
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truly noble dhd glorious it is to forgive. And 
they could not be formidable against an 
united people. For how weak^ how traa- 
sitorvis man! Death, natural, unprecipi- 
tated death, will soon tame the haughtiest 
spirit that ever swelled the fended import- 
ance of a crown ; and the infirmities at- 
tending the approach of death, the gradual 
decays of age, will usually teach a lesson 
of unfeigned humility. 

The people, at present, appear to be sunk 
' in a political lethargy. But let not minis- 
ters confide too mudi in the symptoms. A 
calm precedes a storm. Long continued 
abuses, heavy burdens, and severe griev- 
ances, without a dreflttoi of hope, may 
awaken the lion. Then, I think, those 
who have shewn an inclination to set up a 
power unknown to constitutional treedom, 
and to render government hostile to the 
people, may justly fear. 

And who, it may be asked, are they ? I 
am happ^ in the opportunit^r of declaring 
it n^ opmion, that the Kiko is not among 
them. They are men to whom neither the 
King nor the people are dear. They are, 
m a word, the oligarchy of horougj^mon^ers, 
whose power is tounded on an usurpation ; 
and whose assumed sovereignty is no less 
itfconsistent with the real freedom of a king 
than of a people. A most respectable so- 
ciety, not long ago, asserted in a petition to 
the House of Commons, and offered to 
prove it at the bar, that one hundred and 
pfty-fiur men nominate and appoint a ma- 
jonty of the House. Has it not been sus- 
pected that a WAR might have been made 
and supported to prevent the annihilation of 
this oligarchy, by turning the attention of 
the people from a reform of parliament, 
and endeavouring to give a deadly stab to 
liberty. If the suspicion be well founded, 
this very circumstance is the strongest 
argument for reform which has ever been 
produced. Oceans of blood, and treasure 
enough to relieve all the poor in the nation 
for many ^ears, lavished to establish a 
despotism, inimical t0 the King, the 
people, and to human natuie 1 We have 
now reached the source of th#e vil, a source 
not so concealed as the fountai|L of the 
Nile. It is the corruption of boroughs, 
and the interference of ministers, peers, 
t)lacemen, pensioners, and expectants, in 
parliamentary elections, which causes the 
epirit of despotism to increase; for nature, 
reason, and self-interest too, if tiiey were not 
counteracted by corrupt influence, would 
revolt at it The egg would be instantly 
crushed, if it were not constantiv guarded 
and fostered in the warm, well-fortified 
nest of borough'infiuencef directing all mea- 
sures and disposing of all patronage. 

But thev are all hontmrable men, who are 
conoemed in this influence. They may 
not be morally worse or better than others 
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in their situation. Their situation renden 
them politically iniquitous. The world is 
governed bv men, and men by their pas- 
sions, and their sunposed interests But it 
is the business of laws to restrain thens. 
The jpeople are bound to watch the conduct 
of all, whose conduct is influential on their 
welfare. Unlimited confidence should be 
given to no man, when the happiness of 
millions is concerned in the consequences 
of his actions or coundls. 

'< The common people ^ says a sensible 
author, *^ generally tnink that great men 
have great minds, an4 scorn base actions ; 
which judgment is so false, that the basest 
and worst of all actions have been done bv 
great men. Thev have often disturbed, 
deceived, and pillaged the worl% and he 
who is capable of the highest mischief is 
capable of the meanest. He who plunders 
a country of a million of money would, in 
suitable circumstances, steal a silver spooa;- 
and a conqueror, who steals and pillages a 
kingdom, would, in an humbler situation, 
rifle a portmanteau.'' I should not, there»> 
fore, choose to expose my watch or purse 
in a crowd, to those men who have plunder- 
ed Poland, if, instead of possessing a crown 
of jewels, and the pocket of submissive 
natioilb, they had been in the circum- 
stances of a Barringto9» Nor, thwh 
men should b^ called honourable, will it be 
safe to trust our liberties to their honour, 
without some collateral security ; especially 
when we see them interfering witii and 
controlling elections, contrary to express 
laws, and contrary not only to the dictates 
of honour, but of common honesty. They 
usurf a power for the gratification of pride 
and avarice, which they cannot hold but to 
the injury of the lawful and right owners. 
How differs this, in a moral view, from 
robbery? It differs, in a political view 
indeed,' inasmuch as it b infinitely more 
injurious to society. 

The opposers of reform, the invaders of 
the people's rights, are no less blind and 
short-sighted than meanly selfish. Let 
them pour their venom on the people, and 
dispute popular claims to natural right, as 
much as they please ; the people must at 
last triumph, and liberty will in time 
flourish all over £uro]>e. Court parasites 
and selfish grandees, will do right to use a 
little foresight ; to consider what revolu- 
tions may be, by viewing what have been ; 
and not to exasperate mankind too much, 
lest the irritation should produce, what 
God averty a sanguinary vengeance. 



I take my leave on this occasion, recom- 
mending, from the bottom of my heart, to 
men in power, measures of comciliation. 
liCt them come amone us with healing in 
their wings. , Let them concede tritb 
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cheerfulness, whatever cannot he denied 
without injustice. 'Let them shew them- 
selves real friends to liberty and man. The 
English Wion is remarkable for generosity 
andgood nature. All their mistakes will 
be forgiven. There will be no leading into 
amtiviti/f and no complaining in our streets, 
Mercy and truth shall meet together ; and 
righteoiunesfand peace kiss each other. In 
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a word; let mrliament be r^rmed. This 
measure will remove all grievances, and 
satisfy all demands. It will at once give 
permanency to the throne, and happiness 
to\he people. Kings will be repubucans, 
in the true sense of that term ; and the 
snirit of despotism become the spirit of 
philanthropy. ^- 
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THE END. 



fMnted by W. Hone, 46, Ladgale Hill. 
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